
                     

The History of Islam as it attempts to expand territory from 632 to 2015. 

1. Constantinople--Islam stopped at Constantinople in 718 AD from going into Central Europe. They moved 
South through Egypt & then North into the Iberian Peninsula [Spain]. 

2. Western Civilization saved from Islam at Battle of Tours (732 AD) Precisely 100 years after 
the death of Islam’s prophet Muhammad in 632, the Battle of Tours was fought on October 10, 732 
between forces under the Frankish leader Charles Martel and a massive invading Islamic army led 
by Emir Abd al Rahman, near the city of Tours, France [just south of Paris]. During the battle, the 
Franks defeated the Islamic army and Emir Abd er Rahman was killed. This battle stopped the 
northward advance of Islam from the Iberian peninsula [Spain], and is considered by most historians 
to be of macro historical importance, in that it halted the Islamic conquests, and preserved 
Christianity as the controlling faith in Europe, during a period in which Islam was overrunning the 
remains of the old Roman and Persian Empires. Martels son retook Narbonne, and his Grandson 
Charlamagne reconquered Girona in 785 and Barcelona in 801. This was enough to stop the 
expansion into Europe. However, the struggle to drive the Muslims out of Spain, though, was to take 
more than 700 years, until Granada fell in 1492.  

3. THE CATHOLIC CRUSADES (1096-1290) 

3A. THE FIRST CRUSADE (1096-99) the Crusaders began their march toward Jerusalem, then 
occupied by Egyptian Fatimids (who as Shiite Muslims were enemies of the Sunni Seljuks). 
Encamping before Jerusalem in June 1099, the Christians forced the besieged city’s governor to 
surrender by mid-July. To govern the conquered territory, they established four large western 
settlements, or Crusader states, in Jerusalem, Edessa, Antioch and Tripoli. (See page 4 for map) 
Guarded by formidable castles, the Crusader states retained the upper hand in the region until 
around 1130, when Muslim forces began gaining ground in their own holy war (or jihad) against the 
Christians, whom they called “Franks.” In 1144, the Seljuk general Zangi, governor of Mosul, 
captured Edessa, leading to the loss of the northernmost Crusader state. 

3B. THE SECOND CRUSADE (1147-49).  

3C. THE THIRD CRUSADE (1189-92) In September 1191, Richard’s forces defeated those of 
Saladin in the battle of Arsuf; it would be the only true battle of the Third Crusade. From the 
recaptured city of Jaffa, Richard reestablished Christian control over some of the region and 



approached Jerusalem, though he refused to lay siege to the city. In September 1192, Richard and 
Saladin signed a peace treaty that reestablished the Kingdom of Jerusalem (though without the city 
of Jerusalem) and ended the Third Crusade 

. 

3D. FROM THE FOURTH TO THE SIXTH CRUSADE (1198-1229) In 1229, in what became known 
as the Sixth Crusade, Emperor Frederick II achieved the peaceful transfer of Jerusalem to Crusader 
control through negotiation with al-Kamil. The peace treaty expired a decade later, and Muslims 
easily regained control of Jerusalem. 

3F. END OF THE CRUSADES (1290)  Aragon arrived to defend what remained of the Crusader 
states in 1290. The following year, Qalawan’s son and successor, al-Ashraf Khalil, marched with a 
huge army against the coastal port of Acre, the effective capital of the Crusaders in the region since 
the end of the Third Crusade. After only seven weeks under siege, Acre fell, effectively ending the 
Crusades in the Holy Land after nearly two centuries.  

4. Constantinople 1453--. Osman I (reigned ca. 1299-1326), was the naming founder of the 
Ottomans-- that was to endure until 1921. Constantinople in 1453 was captured by Islam. This 
continued the expansion of the Ottoman Empire-See map-page 3 below for territory in 1566 during 
the reign of Suleiman I. The Ottomans were one of the most powerful civilizations of the modern 
period. The empire they built was the largest and most influential of the Muslim empires. Not since 
the expansion of Islam into Spain in the eighth century had Islam seemed poised to establish an 
expanded European presence.  

5. Vienna 1683-- the Ottomans invaded Europe via the Balkans. They were stopped at the battle of 
Vienna in 1683. 

6. Cairo Conference 1921- The Ottomans chose to side with Germany in World War I. In 1921, after the war 
Winston Churchill and T.E. Lawrence [Lawrence of Arabia] & 37 others divided up the Middle East then 
controlled by Britain. It was agreed that Prince Feisal, with whom T.E. Lawrence had worked during and after 
the First World War, would become king of a new country called Iraq. His brother, Prince Abdullah, would rule 
a country made up of Palestine west of the Jordan River: Transjordan (now Jordan).Quite a bit of the history 
and turmoil of the modern Middle East can be traced back to the Cairo Conference, where Iraq was patched 
together out of Shiite, Sunni and Kurdish territories. The Kurds were not given their own country. 
Palestine was divided in half, with an eye towards eventually giving the Jews the other half. 
Turkey, Syria & Iran [Persia] were left as independent states. 

7. Recent History- Israel was created as a nation in 1948. Over 100 million Muslims surrounding 
Israel have fought 17 notable wars and violent events with Israel 1948-2014. Still Israel survives with 
a Jewish population of a little over 5 million. An Iran-Iraq war lasted 1980-1988. The Soviet War in 
Afghanistan, 1979-1989.The U.S. has been involved in war with Iraq in 1991 and 2003-2011 and 
with Afghanistan 2001-2015. The territory of Islam also extends into Africa, Indonesia and the 
former USSR. Most of the largest concentrations of Muslims are not in the Middle East. 
http://www.thecountriesof.com/top-10-countries-with-largest-muslim-population/ Largest Muslim cities 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_largest_cities_in_Organisation_of_Islamic_Cooperation_member_countries       

Moscow has the largest Muslim population of any European city. By 2050, Moscow is predicted to 
become predominantly Muslim. Currently, it is estimated that over 3 million Muslims reside in 
Moscow. https://mnmrussia.wordpress.com/about-muslims-in-moscow/ 

8. Current War (2015)- ISIS is trying to recreate the Ottoman Empire or at least a part of it known as the 
Levant. Al-Qaeda is an extremely radical form of Islam and is trying to compete with ISIS in Syria 
and Iraq and has affiliates in many places including Yemen. They both have sleeper cells 
throughout the west ready to be activated. The projection of Muslim Population: 
http://www.pewforum.org/2011/01/27/future-of-the-global-muslim-population-regional-europe/ 

http://www.history.com/topics/frederick-ii-prussia
http://www.thecountriesof.com/top-10-countries-with-largest-muslim-population/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_largest_cities_in_Organisation_of_Islamic_Cooperation_member_countries
https://mnmrussia.wordpress.com/about-muslims-in-moscow/
http://www.pewforum.org/2011/01/27/future-of-the-global-muslim-population-regional-europe/
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