
Malachi Historical Background:  
DATE: 450- 400 B. C. About 100 years had passed since the return of the Jews to Palestine. The 
city of Jerusalem and the second Temple had been built, but initial enthusiasm had worn off. 
Following a period of revival under Nehemiah (Neh. 10:28- 39), the people and priests had 
backslidden and become mechanical in their observance of the law. Though lax in their worship 
(1:7) and delinquent in their tithing (3:8), they could not understand why God was dissatisfied with 
them. There were over 400 years of divine silence, with only Malachi's words ringing condemnation 
in their ears, before another prophet arrived with a message from God. That was John the Baptist 
preaching, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt. 3:2). Source:  Ryrie & MacArthur 
 
The book of Malachi is unique in its literary style among the prophetic books of the Old Testament. 
Malachi’s burden or oracle was communicated using a series of nine disputations with the people. 
Typically the disputations contain the following elements: (1) a declaration of the problem or issue 
announced by the Lord, (2) a defensive response by the people asking, "But you say", “In what 
way?” or “How so?” (These questions are shown below) and (3) a reply from the Lord that 
demonstrates their unfaithfulness or contempt for Him.   
 
Self-examination: Which of these 9 questions below am I asking God & what is God's reply to 
me? 
 
1. But you say, "How have You loved us?" v. 2 & 1:1-5 
 
 
2. But you say, "How have we despised Your name?" 1:6 
 
 
3. But you say, "How have we defiled You?" v 7 & 1:7-10 
 
 
4. you say, ‘The table of the Lord is defiled, and as for its fruit, its food is to be despised. V.12 
"You also say, "My, how tiresome it is!" v13. 1:11-14 
 
 
5. Yet you say, "For what reason?" v. 14 & 2:1-16 
 
 
6. Yet you say, "How have we wearied Him?" v. 17 &  2:17-3:6 
 
 
7. But you say, "How shall we return?" 3:7 
 
 
8. But you say, "How have we robbed You?"  v. 8 & 3:8-12 
 
 
9. Yet you say, "What have we spoken against You?"  v. 13 & 3:13-4:6 
 


