
Wednesday July 22, 2015   Revelation 2:8-11 
 
MAIN IDEA  Jesus’ faithfulness to us enables us to remain faithful to Him through 
times of suffering.  
 
Jesus’ second letter was to the church in Smyrna. Jesus commended the Christians in 
Smyrna for enduring persecution and promised them eternal life, even though their 
troubles would intensify for a short time. These persecuted believers were not promised 
escape from tribulation—they were promised something far greater: the grace to endure 
afflictions without fear and the pledge that the One who died and came to life again 
would certainly bring them through to the “crown of life.” As believers, God has blessed 
us with the riches of Christ Jesus. No matter what we may endure, we have “the victor’s 
crown,” eternal life with Christ, to look forward to. For that reason, we are able to hold 
the things of this world loosely, positioning us to sacrifice ourselves on behalf of others’ 
needs. Many view persecution and suffering as inconvenient at best and evil at worst. 
However, in Christ we should view our sufferings as opportunities for spiritual growth 
and a greater awareness of our need to depend on Christ in all things. What do Jesus’ 
words to the church at Smyrna teach you about Him and about your relationship with 
Him?  
 
How does Jesus’ encouragement to these believers help you endure today? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________  
 
The believers in Smyrna were materially poor, but Jesus assured them that they were, 
in reality, very rich. Read Ephesians 1:3-14. In what ways are you also spiritually rich, 
just like the Christians in Smyrna? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Pray In your prayer time today, ask God to help you pray more for the things He 
promises to do in and through you in your suffering. Ask for help to pray for more than 
just your preferred outcome in your struggles 
 
 
 
 


