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Best Verse Matthew 6:33a, 34 

I. BELIEVERS PRAYER Scripture specifically teaches that God loves sinners as they are and moves as a 
gracious Friend to pay the penalty for their sin "by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works" (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Christ does indeed live in each 
believer and fills and controls as allowed by the individual. As we are in Christ disciples  can live righteously, 
have assurance of salvation, adoption, grace, Spirit-filled life, and eternal glory. "I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me."(Galatians 2:20). 

Jesus taught His disciples (every believer) the proper approach necessary to connect with God in prayer. We 
are not required to use only Jesus’ words when praying. In fact, Jesus insisted that prayer originate from the 
heart. Prayer involves a personal intimate interaction between a disciple and the Father.  

II. RIGHT MOTIVES/ACTIONS FOR BELIEVERS Matthew 6: 1 “Beware of practicing your 
righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father 
who is in heaven.  
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;  
21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 24 “No one can serve two masters,…You 
cannot serve God and wealth. 
33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,… 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for 
tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

III. BETWEEN HIM AND US 5 “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly 
I say to you, they have their reward in full. 6 But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close 
your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret 
will reward you. 

IV. HONEST COMMUNICATION 7 “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as 
the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8 So do not be like 
them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 

1. From these verses, what do you take away as the purpose of prayer?  

V. RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED  
9 “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 
10 ‘Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
11 ‘Give us this day our daily bread. 
12 ‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 ‘And do not lead us into temptation [test or trial], but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’ 
14 For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But 
if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions. 

 
2. What differences do you see between Jesus’ model prayer and the way you usually pray? 
 
3. What specific action or attitude regarding prayer is God asking you to change?  

http://www.icr.org/bible/Galatians/2/20
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God wants to have an intimate relationship with each disciple. Psalm 42:2 My soul thirsts for 
God, for the living God; Psalm 63:1 O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts for 
You, my flesh yearns for You, Philippians 3:10 AMP  so that I may know Him [experientially, becoming more 
thoroughly acquainted with Him, understanding the remarkable wonders of His Person more completely] and 
[in that same way experience] the power of His resurrection [which overflows and is active in believers], and 
[that I may share] the fellowship of His sufferings, by being continually conformed [inwardly into His likeness 
even] to His death [dying as He did]; 

This is the heartbeat of the godly person. As he contemplates God in the awesomeness of His infinite majesty, 
power, and holiness, and then as he dwells upon the riches of His mercy and grace poured out at Calvary, his 
heart is captivated by this One Who could love him so. He is satisfied with God alone, but he is never satisfied 
with his present experience of God. He always yearns for more. 
 
Prayer is one way to establish intimacy with God. 
Use the prayer in Matthew 6:9-15 as a model for my prayer.  
Brag on God the Father, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe and thank Him that 
 He has made a way for me to call Him Father in Jesus Christ.  
Pray that I would honor the name of God.  
Pray that God would be acknowledged as holy and glorified in my spheres of influence 
 (self, family, church,  job, friendships, etc.).  
Pray for the kingdom of God to expand in my heart, throughout our community and 
 the rest of the world.  
Pray that I do God's will. 
Recognize my sins (name them), repent and confess them to God.  
Thank God for my blessings (name them). 
Pray for the daily needs in my life and the lives around me.  
Ask God to protect me from temptations, tests and trials and to deliver me from Satan. 
Ask God to show me anyone that I need to forgive. 
 
Other ways to establish intimacy with God: 
Bible study with meditation and application 
Obedience to God's commands 
Loving Jesus 
Serving others 
Suffering 
 
From Matthew Henry Commentary: 
Matthew 6:8  “It need not be your way, for your Father in heaven knoweth what things ye have need 

of before ye ask him, and therefore there is no occasion for such abundance of words. It does not 

follow that therefore ye need not pray; for God requires you by prayer to own your need of him and 

dependence on him, and to please his promises; but therefore you are to open your case, and pour 

out your hearts before him, and then leave it with him.” Consider,  

[1.] The God we pray to is our Father by creation, by covenant; and therefore our addresses to him 

should be easy, natural, and unaffected; children do not use to make long speeches to their parents 



when they want any thing; it is enough to say, my head, my head. Let us come to him with the 

disposition of children, with love, reverence, and dependence; and then they need not say many 

words, that are taught by the Spirit of adoption to say that one aright, Abba, Father.  

[2.] He is a Father that knows our case and knows our wants better than we do ourselves. He knows 

what things we have need of; his eyes run to and fro through the earth, to observe the necessities of 

his people (2 Chron. 16:9), and he often gives before we call (Isa. 65:24), and more than we ask for 

(Eph. 3:20), and if he do not give his people what they ask, it is because he knows they do not need 

it, and that it is not for their good; and of that he is fitter to judge for us than we for ourselves. We 

need not be long, nor use many words in representing our case; God knows it better than we can 

tell him, only he will know it from us (what will ye that I should do unto you?); and when we have told 

him what it is, we must refer ourselves to him, Lord, all my desire is before thee, Ps. 38:9. So far is 

God from being wrought upon by the length or language of our prayers, that the most powerful 

intercessions are those which are made with groanings that cannot be uttered, Rom. 8:26. We are 

not to prescribe, but subscribe to God. 

2 Chronicles 16:9 For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may 
strongly support those whose heart is completely His. You have acted foolishly in this. Indeed, from 
now on you will surely have wars.” 
Isaiah 65:24 It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still 
speaking, I will hear. 
Ephesians 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that works within us, 
Romans 8:26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray 
as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 
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