
Matthew #8  Six Choices    Matthew 5-7  1/24/2016                   

I. Gate-salvation begins sanctification & then glorification 13Enter through the narrow gate; for 
the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter 
through it. 14For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, there are few who find it.                                                                                                                                                    

[The gate is narrow because entrance into the Kingdom depends solely on saving faith in Jesus. The road this 
gate leads to is difficult because the life of discipleship requires sacrifice and humility. All by grace; Salvation 
is in v11, sanctification in v.12 & glorification in v.13 in Titus 2: 11 For the grace of God 
has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to 
live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,] 

II. Prayer  Matthew 5: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.             
["poor in spirit " The deep humility of recognizing one's utter spiritual poverty apart from God and His divine 
grace. Salvation is by grace through faith not as a result of any works or merit on our part. Ephesians 2: 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. With salvation we enter the kingdom of heaven and by His grace 
live one day at a time as we grow to be in His image-- sanctification.]                                                                                                                                  

Matthew 7: 7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 
opened.                                                                                                                                                                    
[Also  Matt 18:19; 21:22; Mark 11:24; John 14:13; 15:7, 16; 16:23; James 1:5f; 1 John 3:22; 5:14f]                                                                                                                                                

Model prayer of Jesus--Matthew 6: 9 ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed [honored] be Your 
name. 10 ‘Your kingdom come. [may the kingdom be expanded in the hearts of disciples now and for the 
rapture to come quickly]                                                                                                                                              
Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  [Do God's will as we know it from scripture]                                                                                                                      

Matthew 6: 32b for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness,                                                                                                                    

John 14: 13 Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son.  

1 John 3: 22 and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and 
do the things that are pleasing in His sight.                                                                                            

1 John 5: 14 … if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And…we know that we have 
the requests which we have asked from Him.                                                                                                                        

James 4: You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.                                                         

1 Peter 3: 7 You husbands.., live with your wives in an understanding way, …and show her honor 
as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.                                                                 

[When we’re in the mindset of the Kingdom, the things we ask for are the things God wants us to have                                 
—things that will bring Him glory—like faith, wisdom, love, grace, strength, and so forth. Our prayers will 
focus less on our perceived needs or wants and more on the relationship we need with Him and with others.] 

1. What do these verses tell me about prayer?                                               

2. Do I pray this way?                               
III. Worry Matthew 6: 25 "… do not be worried about your life,27 And who of you by being worried 
can add a single hour to his life? 28 And why are you worried about clothing? 31 Do not worry then, saying, 
‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 32 For the Gentiles 
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eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. 33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you. 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. 

3. According to these verses, what are specific reasons Jesus gives me for not 
worrying about the basic needs of life? 
 
IV. Judgment Matthew 7: 1“Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2 For in the way you 
judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.                           
John 5: 22 For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 23 so 
that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not 
honor the Father who sent Him. 
 
[In the command not to judge, Jesus calls us to question the motivation behind our misplaced focus. Calling 
attention to someone else’s sin cannot avoid the task of removing the log from my own eye. Beware moral 
superiority--my sin is not as bad as your sin. Remember 1 Cor. 10:6-12 where grumbling is 1of 5 sins.] 
4. What do I communicate to Jesus when I take on the role of judge? 
 

V. Tree-false prophets-fruit 15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered 
from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the 
bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good 
fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you 
will know them by their fruits.  

[Because the path to the Kingdom is so narrow, we must be careful who we follow to get there. This is the 
point of Jesus’ fruit illustration in verses 15-23. False teachers were already an issue in Jesus’ day, and the 
“bad fruit” they taught promoted a wide gate and easy road as the way to eternal life. Jesus had strong words 
for these false prophets and all who follow them—they would not enter the Kingdom of God.] 

 
5. Why is obedience to the will of God the best indicator of a person’s faith? With this 
in mind, consider what my behavior reveals about my heart? 
 

VI. Foundation-word of God 24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on 
them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it 
had been founded on the rock. 
 26 Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man 
who built his house on the sand. 27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.” 
 
[With His final teaching point in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught about the importance of building my 
life on the Word of God. Jesus’ illustration about building a house shows the foolishness of hearing but failing 
to obey His teachings.] 
 
6. What is the main point to me of Jesus’ parable of the two builders? 
7. How do Jesus’ illustrations help me grasp His message about choices?  
 
Conclusion: We make choices every day. But trusting in Jesus is the only way we can 
experience a real, fruitful, stable, joyous life on earth and eternal life in heaven. 
Choosing any other way leads to destruction and eternal consequences. 


