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My Best Verse of the week and Key Verse in Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5:20 “For I say to 
you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter 
the kingdom of heaven.  

The Sermon on the Mount was a series of instructions given only to believers—that is, to people 
already saved through personal faith in Christ. At the very beginning of this “sermon,” it says clearly 
"His disciples came to Him" (Matthew 5:1) 

Blessed--Randy Alcorn said: "The Hebrew word asher is used twenty-six times in the Psalms alone. 
When the Jewish people heard Psalm 1:1 read, they heard “Happy is the one who . . .” Jesus used 
the Greek word makarios nine times in the Beatitudes, which meant to the original listeners, “Happy 
are the poor in spirit. . . . Happy are the meek. . . . Happy are the merciful. . . . Happy are the 
peacemakers,” and so on (Matthew 5:3-12)." 

Wiersbe said "Imagine how the crowd’s attention was riveted on Jesus when He uttered His first 
word "Blessed.” This was a powerful word to those who heard Jesus that day. To them it meant 
“divine joy and perfect happiness.”  “Blessed” implied an inner satisfaction and sufficiency that did 
not depend on circumstances for happiness. This is what the Lord offers those who trust Him!"  
                                                                                                                                                               
MacArthur said: Blessing literally means happy, fortunate, blissful:  The worldly idea is that 
happiness is found in riches, merriment, abundance, leisure, and such things. The real truth is the 
very opposite. In the Beatitudes, Jesus describes the character of true faith. 

From Dictionary.Reference.com  
Blessing adjective 
1. consecrated; sacred; holy; sanctified: 
2. worthy of adoration, reverence, or worship: 
3. divinely or supremely favored; fortunate: 
4. blissfully happy or contented. 
 
Happy adjective 
1. delighted, pleased, or glad, as over a particular thing: 
2. characterized by or indicative of pleasure, contentment, or joy: 
 
I. The New Preacher Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

II. The New Disciples 18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two 
brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they 
were fishermen. 19 And He *said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.21 Going on from there He saw two other 
brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets; and He called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and 
followed Him.                                                                                                                                                                  
a. What currently hinders me from fully following Jesus?                                                                                                                                                                      

III. The New Healer 23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of 
sickness among the people. 24 The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to 
Him all who were ill, …and He healed them. 25 Large crowds followed Him from Galilee 
and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan 



b. Like Jesus, my ministry as a follower of Christ is to proclaim and display the     Page 2          
power of God. If people watch me, do they see God’s power on display? 

 

IV. The New Teacher Matthew  5: 1 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and 
after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, 
saying,  

V. The New Blessings  A. Believers relationship with the Lord 3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

c. Of the four Beatitudes included in Matthew 5:3-6, which do I least recognize in 
myself? What is one step I can take this week to allow God to transform my life in that 
area? 
 

B. Believers relationship with others 7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.   
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
11 Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

d. What is one step I can take this week to access the power of God’s Spirit to help me 
reflect Christ in these ways? 

e. What persecution am I prepared to endure for the gospel? 
 

VI. The New Expectations 13 You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, 
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled under foot by men. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a 
lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I 
say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 …for He causes His sun to 
rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love 
those who love you, what reward do you have?.. 47 If you greet only your brothers, what more are 
you doing than others? 
 
f. Identify ways in which I can be salt and light in and outside my home in the coming week. 
 



                                                                                                                                            Page 3 
 
In column [2] below insert the v. number from [1] that is described in [3]                        
 
[1] [2] [3] 
v. 3 (the poor in spirit)  grieving over sin and its consequences, Repent and confess sin; 

they shall be comforted.                                                                                                               

v. 4 (mourn)  humble, not self centered but unquestioned submission to 
God; they shall inherit the earth 

v. 5 (gentle and meek)  intense longing to know Him and live God’s way; they shall be 
satisfied 

v. 6 (hunger and thirst for 
righteousness) 

 acknowledging your total need for God   
No self merit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

v. 7 (merciful);  being mistreated because of one’s pursuit of God’s way; 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward in heaven is great; 

v. 8 (pure in heart).  actively seeking reconciliation between those in conflict; they 
shall be called sons of God 

v. 9 (peacemakers)  deliberately being concerned and kind to others who may not 
deserve it; they shall receive mercy 

vv. 10-12 (persecuted)  Single minded devotion to God; keeping one’s mind clean 
after salvation by grace and pursuit of holiness; they shall see 
God 

Matthew 5: 
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.   
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
11 Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Matthew 5 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
3 “Blessed [spiritually prosperous, happy, to be admired] are the poor in spirit [those devoid of 
spiritual arrogance, those who regard themselves as insignificant], for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven [both now and forever]. 
4 “Blessed [forgiven, refreshed by God’s grace] are those who mourn [over their sins and repent], for 
they will be comforted[when the burden of sin is lifted]. 
5 “Blessed [inwardly peaceful, spiritually secure, worthy of respect] are the gentle [the kind-hearted, 
the sweet-spirited, the self-controlled], for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed [joyful, nourished by God’s goodness] are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness [those who actively seek right standing with God], for they will 
be [completely]satisfied. 
7 “Blessed [content, sheltered by God’s promises] are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed [anticipating God’s presence, spiritually mature] are the pure in heart [those with integrity, 
moral courage, and godly character], for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed [spiritually calm with life-joy in God’s favor] are the makers and maintainers of peace, for 
they will [express His character and] be called the sons of God. 
10 “Blessed [comforted by inner peace and God’s love] are those who are persecuted for doing that 
which is morally right, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven [both now and forever]. 
11 “Blessed [morally courageous and spiritually alive with life-joy in God’s goodness] are you 
when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil things against you 
because of [your association with] Me. 12 Be glad and exceedingly joyful, for your reward in heaven 
is great[absolutely inexhaustible]; for in this same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 

 
Matthew 5 Good News Translation (GNT) 
3 “Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor; 
    the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them! 
4 “Happy are those who mourn; 
    God will comfort them! 
5 “Happy are those who are humble; 
    they will receive what God has promised! 
6 “Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires; 
    God will satisfy them fully! 
7 “Happy are those who are merciful to others; 
    God will be merciful to them! 
8 “Happy are the pure in heart; 
    they will see God! 
9 “Happy are those who work for peace; 
    God will call them his children! 
10 “Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God requires; 
    the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them! 
11 “Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of evil lies against you 
because you are my followers. 12 Be happy and glad, for a great reward is kept for you in heaven. 
This is how the prophets who lived before you were persecuted. 

 
 
 


