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I. LOOK TO THE SCRIPTURES (MATT. 5:17-20) Matthew 5: 17 “Do not think that I came to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  

Matthew  1: 22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet [Isaiah 7:14]: 
2: 15 He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: “OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON.” [Hosea 11:] 17 Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah 
the prophet was fulfilled: [Jeremiah 31:15]  23 and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill 
what was spoken through the prophets: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 8: 17 This was to fulfill what was 
spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES.” 
[Isaiah 53:4] 12: 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: [Isaiah 42:1] 13: 35 This was 
to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: “I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN PARABLES; I WILL UTTER THINGS 
HIDDEN SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD.” [Psalm 78:2] 21: 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken 
through the prophet: 5 “SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, ‘BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND 
MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN.’” [Isaiah 62:11]  26: 56 But all this 
has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets.” Then all the disciples left Him and fled. 

Jesus fulfills the moral law by keeping it perfectly.                                                                                              
He fulfills the ceremonial law by keeping the embodiment of everything to which the law's types and symbols 
pointed. [Colossians 2:16-17 & Hebrews 9-10 He set aside the Old Covenant and brought in the New 
Covenant. The temple veil was torn when Jesus died. (Matthew 27:50-51a) Jesus became our High Priest 
giving disciples direct access to God.]                                                                                                                                                  

Jesus saw the law's goal as revealing God and pointing humans to redemption. How can a disciple fulfill the 
moral law? By yielding to the Holy Spirit and allowing Him to work in my life [Romans 8]. This does not 
mean we live sinless perfect lives, but it does mean Christ lives out His life through us by the power of the His 
Spirit [Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up 
for me.] 
18 For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass 
from the Law until all is accomplished.  
19 Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the 
same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.                                                                                               
We can seek to do and teach the law. We live under the New Covenant. Jesus wants us to know more of the 
righteous of God, obey it and share it with others. The moral law has not changed. Nine of the ten 
commandments are repeated in the NT and commanded to believers. The Sabbath commandment is the 
exception. Jesus summarized "Love God and others"; live God-centered not self -centered. We do not obey an 
external law because of fear. Believers today obey an internal Law and live because of love.  
20 “For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will not enter the kingdom of heaven.                                                                                                
This verse sets up an impossible barrier to works salvation. In his January 16, 2016 devotional Jerry Bridges 
said:  "Here’s a spiritual principle regarding the grace of God: To the extent that you’re clinging to any 
vestiges of self-righteousness or putting any confidence in your own spiritual attainments, to that degree you 
are not living by the grace of God in your life. Grace and good works (that is, works done to earn favor with 
God) are mutually exclusive. We cannot stand, as it were, with one foot on grace and the other on our own 
works of merit. If you’re trusting to any degree in your own morality or religious attainments, or if you believe 
God will somehow recognize any of your good works as merit toward your salvation, you need to seriously 
consider if you’re truly a Christian. We must be absolutely clear about the truth of the Gospel of 
salvation."  

What examples do you see of people who obey out of legalism? What examples do you see 
of people who obey out of loving gratitude? 



II. INTENT BEHIND THE LAW (MATTHEW 5:21-45) The religious leaders stressed legalistic Page 2 
obedience to the letter of the law; Jesus pointed to the intent behind the law. In verses 21-48, He gave six 
illustrations of the law’s intent. Each example follows a similar formula. Jesus stated an Old Testament 
command then affirmed God’s intent in that law.                                                                                                       
First, Jesus tackled the prohibition against murder (v. 21-26).                                                                                                 
Second, Jesus dealt with the law prohibiting adultery (vv. 27-30).                                                                                 
Third, Jesus addressed the law related to divorce (vv. 31-32).                                                                                      
Fourth, Jesus spoke about oaths made in the name of God (vv. 33-37). Jesus called for honesty and integrity.                                                                                                                   
Fifth, Jesus dealt with laws related to retaliation and revenge (vv. 38-42).                                                               
Sixth, Jesus explained the intent of the command to love your neighbor (vv. 43-48).  

III. VALUE HUMAN LIFE (MATT. 5:21-22) 21 “You have heard that the ancients were told, 
‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ 22 But I 
say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever 
says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever 
says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell. 
Have you witnessed lives damaged by anger? What were the results? What can you do to 
deal with the human tendency toward wrongly motivated attitudes related to others? 
 
 
 
IV. LOVE BEYOND EXPECTATIONS (MATT. 5:43-45) 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes 
His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
 

 
Who might you name as an enemy? Why? How might you word a prayer that expresses your 
concerns about that person and your attitude toward them to God? 
 
 
 
 
V. Conclusion: 
Jesus came to fulfill the law, which is more than just living by a set of rules. It is about 
changing our hearts. We begin this change by receiving Christ. Then we learn to 
demonstrate God’s heart by refusing to devalue human life. We can be redemptive by loving 
all people, even those who seek to hurt or oppose Christ or us.  
 
CHALLENGE: Memorizing Scripture helps us apply what God values to our lives. Today’s 
memory verse is Matthew 5:44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you,. 
 
PRACTICE: Prayerfully analyze your heart to identify people, individuals or groups who are 
difficult for you to love. Ask God to help you see them through His eyes. Ask God to plant a 
seed of love in your heart for these people. Water that seed daily with prayer and God’s 
Word. 
 
 
My Best Verse of the week: Psalm 71: 17 O God, You have taught me from my youth, And I 
still declare Your wondrous deeds.18 And even when I am old and gray, O God, do not forsake me, 
Until I declare Your strength to this generation, and Your power to all who are to come. 


