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HL Best Verse of week: Acts 2: 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 

Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

I. Holy Spirit came Acts 2: 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit  

II. Peter’s Sermon: A. Whosoever believes will be saved 14 But Peter…raised his voice and 

declared to them: ….21 ‘AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE 

SAVED.’ 

B. Jesus Arose: Proved by: a. Attested by God   22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus 

the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God 

performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know—  

b. Prophecy 25 For David says of Him [Jesus], “‘I [Jesus] saw the Lord [God the Father] always in 

my [Jesus] presence, for He [Jesus]  is at My [God] right hand … 26 ‘THEREFORE MY [Jesus] HEART 

WAS GLAD AND MY [Jesus] TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY [Jesus] FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 
27 BECAUSE YOU [GOD] WILL NOT ABANDON MY [Jesus] SOUL TO HADES, NOR ALLOW YOUR [GOD] HOLY 

ONE [Jesus] TO UNDERGO DECAY. 28 ‘YOU [GOD] HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME [Jesus] THE WAYS OF LIFE; 

YOU [GOD]  WILL MAKE ME [Jesus]  FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR [GOD] PRESENCE.’  [v. 25 One of 

twenty-one Biblical references to Christ at the right hand of the Father] 

                                                                                                                                                                             

c. Witnesses 32 This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.  

d. Holy Spirit 33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from 

the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.  

III. Ingathering 37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and 

the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”  40 And with many other words he 

solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse 

generation!” 41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were 

added about three thousand souls. 

IV.  Unified A. Devoted  42 They were continually *devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and to **fellowship, to the ***breaking of bread and to prayer.                                                                  

[*perseverance & commitment, **based on relationship with Jesus and therefore with one another, 

***The Lord's Supper or regular meals or both] 

In what ways do I participate in instruction in biblical truth, fellowship, breaking of bread, and 

prayer in my church? How do these activities promote unity in my church? 
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were taking place through the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed were together and had all 

things in common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them 

with all, as anyone might have need. 46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and 

breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness 

and sincerity of heart, 47a praising God and having favor with all the people. 

What can my I do to learn about and respond to the needs of people in my class and church 

family?  

C. Growing   47b And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

Will I commit to pray that the Holy Spirit 1)will guide me to be prepared to share Jesus with 
someone this week and 2)direct me to at least one person this week I can share with? 
 
 
 
I can prepare by always having tracts and red cards with me. How can I prepare spiritually? 
 
Spend 30 minutes or more per day in 1-4 below. This should be a joyous time. 
1] Bible study and meditation.  
 
2] pray faithfully daily  
 
3] Daily be filled with the Holy Spirit and listen to the Holy Spirit 
 
4] Use a journal of some kind to record your meditation, prayers and a record of prayer answers. 
This can be a notebook, computer and can include FBC PSG. 
 
5] Spend some time during the week in Bible study and prayer with one or more other class 
members. Use the Acts PSG, One2Won, How People Change, any of the 4 books in 9 below, etc 
 
6] Come on Sunday night to hear Dr Lambert, Wednesday night, Tuesday morning at 10:00 to hear 
Dr Sullivan and/or listen to podcasts or video's of sermons from FBC, The Summit Church--J. D. 
Greear, etc 
 
7] Be aware of people met in the daily walk of life that can provide an opening to share Jesus.  
Pray short prayers such as "Jesus give me words to say", "Jesus use your Word" 
 
8] Recognize that we cannot argue or convince someone to become a follower of Jesus Christ. As 
we present the Word of God the Holy Spirit will energize the word in a receptive person's life. The 
person may accept or reject the Holy Spirit. We are not responsible for the person's decision but to 
be faithful in sharing.   
 
9] Other suggested books  
Uprooting Anger by Robert D. Jones, The Peace Maker by Ken Sande [this book has a version for 
family peacemaking], The Steward Leader by R. Scott Rodin and A Praying Life by Paul E. Miller. 
All recommended by FBC staff members.  
 
 
 



 
Exploring the happiness of Jesus BY RANDY ALCORN   (Summary) 
 Jesus is depicted with a glad heart. 
 (Acts 2:25-28). This effusive statement, attributed to the Messiah, is a triple affirmation of his 
happiness! The NLV translates it, “Being with You is to be full of joy. In Your right hand there is 
happiness forever.” 
I’m convinced we should view this first apostolic sermon as a model for sharing the gospel today. 
What if we regularly declared the happiness of our Savior? Imagine the response if we 
emphasized that what Jesus did on that terrible cross was for the sake of never-ending 
happiness—ours and his. 

Jesus was—and is—the happiest of people. 
In Hebrews 1:8-9, the Father says of his Son: “You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness….”  John Piper 
writes, “Jesus Christ is the happiest being in the universe. His gladness is greater than all the 
angelic gladness of heaven. He mirrors perfectly the infinite, holy, indomitable mirth of his 
Father.” 

 The Bible repeatedly suggests that Jesus exemplified the joy of living. 
Jesus said, “Do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven”(Luke 10:20). The CEV renders the verse, “Be happy that your 
names are written in heaven!” 
The next verse connects His disciples’ joy to Jesus’ joy: “In that same hour he rejoiced in the 
Holy Spirit” (Luke 10:21). The Weymouth New Testament reads, “Jesus was filled by the Holy 
Spirit with rapturous joy.” 
Jesus says, “These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that 
your joy might be full” (John 15:11, KJV). 
 
 Jesus’ happiness set Him apart from the religious leaders of His time. 
First-century Pharisaism, with its endless rules, often negated the joy that God intended through 
feasts, celebrations, Sabbath days, and everyday life. But Jesus stood in stark contrast to “holy 
people” of his time.  

 Jesus was both a man of sorrows and a man of joy. 
When He was headed to the cross, Jesus said, “My soul is deeply grieved to the point of 
death” (Mark 14:34, NASB). But this was the worst day of his life— he was heading to a worse 
death than any human has ever faced. It doesn’t indicate the typical, day-to-day temperament of 
Jesus. Another remarkable verse tells us that “For the joy that was set before him [Christ] 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God” (Hebrews 12:2, emphasis added). 
 
 Since Jesus is happy, His disciples should follow Him happily. 
One explanation for our cheerlessness is simple: many of God’s people don’t believe that the 
Christ we serve is cheerful. Spurgeon said, “We are happy to think Christ is happy. I do not know 
whether you have ever drank that joy, Believer, but I have found it a very sweet joy to be joyful 
because Christ is joyful.” Scripture commands us to follow in Jesus’ footsteps (see 1 Peter 2:21). 
When we become convinced that our Savior walked this Earth not only experiencing suffering 
and sorrow, but also doing so with an ancient yet forever-young happiness in His heart and a 
smile on his face, it will inspire us to love Him more deeply and follow Him more cheerfully. 

For full article: https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/03/15/exploring-the-happiness-of-jesus-by-randy-alcorn/ 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/03/15/exploring-the-happiness-of-jesus-by-randy-alcorn/
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