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A. God established the universe and holds it together. All on His timeline! 
Exodus 20: 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and 
all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; Genesis 1: 14 Then God said, “Let 
there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and 
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years;  16 God made the 
two great lights,…; He made the stars also. 17 God placed them… 18 …to govern the 
day and the night,… and God saw that it was good. 19 There was evening and there 
was morning, a fourth day. Psalm 19: The heavens are telling of the glory of God; 
And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 2 Day to day pours forth speech, 
And night to night reveals knowledge. Psalm 33: 6 By the word of the LORD the 
heavens were made,…9 For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood 
fast. Romans 1: 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through 
what has been made, so that they are without excuse. Colossians 1: 16 For by Him 
all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created 
through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 
 
B. Introduction: God gave people the freedom to choose His perfect will or His 
permissive will. We have the freedom to believe in Jesus Christ and receive eternal 
life in heaven or reject Him and receive His judgment of eternity in hell. After receiving 
Jesus Christ as Savior, becoming a member of the family of God, being indwelt 
forever by the Holy Spirit; a disciple still has the freedom to disobey the commands of 
God or obey out of gratitude and love. There will be consequences for disobedience. 
 
C. We see King Saul in His permissive will chasing David for 6-15 years instead of 
pursuing His perfect will of claiming all of Israel commanded by God. Genesis 15: 
18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I 
have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river 
Euphrates:  Deut 20: 16in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving 
you as an inheritance, you shall not leave alive anything that breathes. 17 "But you 
shall utterly destroy them,  …the Canaanites… as the LORD your God has 
commanded you,    Joshua 1: 3 Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I 
have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. [Instead of obeying these commands Saul 
tried to kill David] 1 Samuel 23: 13 Then David and his men, about six hundred, 
arose…, and [1]they went wherever they could go….14 David stayed in the wilderness 
in the strongholds,… And [2]Saul sought him every day, but [3]God did not deliver him 
into his hand.              

I. Opportunity Knocks about one year after 1st time in 1 Samuel 24--1 Samuel 26:  
6 …And Abishai said, “I will go down with you.” 7 So David and Abishai came to the 
people by night, and behold, Saul lay sleeping inside the circle of the camp with his 
spear stuck in the ground at his head; and Abner and the people were lying around 
him. 8 Then Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy into your 
hand; now therefore, please let me strike him with the spear to the ground with one 
stroke, and I will not strike him the second time.”  
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How does one know the difference between a true open door and a test 
disguised as an open door? 
II. Godly Respect 9 But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him, for who    can 
stretch out his hand against the LORD’S anointed and be without guilt?” 10 David also 
said, “As the LORD lives, surely the LORD will strike him, or his day will come 
that he dies, or he will go down into battle and perish. 11 The LORD forbid that I 
should stretch out my hand against the LORD’S anointed; but now please take the 
spear that is at his head and the jug of water, and let us go.” 12 So David took the 
spear and the jug of water from beside Saul’s head, and they went away, but no one 
saw or knew it, nor did any awake, for they were all asleep, because a sound sleep 
from the LORD had fallen on them. 

How should I react to God's anointed today? 
III. Remorse not repentance  21 Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Return, my son 
David, for I will not harm you again because my life was precious in your sight this 
day. Behold, I have played the fool and have committed a serious error.”  
IV. Trust in God  22 David replied, “Behold the spear of the king! Now let one of the 
young men come over and take it. [1] 23 The LORD will repay each man for his 
righteousness and his faithfulness; [2] for the LORD delivered you into my hand today,           
[3] but I refused to stretch out my hand against the LORD’S anointed. 24 [4] Now 
behold, as your life was highly valued in my sight this day, so may my life be highly 
valued in the sight of the LORD, and may He deliver me from all distress.” 25 Then Saul 
said to David, “Blessed are you, my son David; you will both accomplish much and 
surely prevail.” So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place. 

V. David pursued the original inhabitants of the land 1 Samuel 27: 1 Then David 
said to himself, “…There is nothing better for me than to escape into the land of the 
Philistines. Saul then will despair of searching for me anymore in all the territory of 
Israel,” 2 So David arose and crossed over, he and the six hundred men who were 
with him, to the king of Gath.  4 Now it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath, so he 
no longer searched for him. 6 So Achish gave him Ziklag that day; …7 The number of 
days that David lived in the country of the Philistines was a year and four months. 
8 Now David and his men went up and raided… the inhabitants of the land from 
ancient times,                           [See Map David's flight from Saul]                    

When the end is near for me will I say:                                                                                        
[1] like Saul "Behold, I have played the fool and have committed a serious error.”  
because you chose in God's permissive will to reject Jesus Revelation 20: 15 And 
if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake 
of fire. {even though I describe Saul as a lost man, it is not up to me to judge him, he may be in heaven}                                                                       
[2] Or as a believer who disobeyed His commandments looking forward to "getting 
into heaven with my coattails on fire"? Will I repeat Saul "I have played the fool"       
[3] Or as a believer by grace through faith alone and sanctified by grace and pursuit of 
holiness look forward to; Jesus saying "well done good and faithful servant. You were 
faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master."? (Matthew 25:23) 
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Notes: we discover three important truths.  
First, God’s plans are always better than our plans.  
Second, selfish tendencies can lead to premature victories (complete with additional 
problems and a guilty conscience).  
Third, God’s plans require us to filter opportunities through the lens of respect for 
others and godly principles. 
 
The local inhabitants, the Ziphites, informed Saul that David was nearby. We don’t 
know why the Ziphites were partisans of Saul. Either out of fear or loyalty. Saul's 
3,000 troops outnumbered David's 600 but remember David's men were skirmishers 
not regular army. David sent out spies to follow Saul. He found them bedded down for 
the night with no guards posted. Saul was in the center of the camp next to Abner. 
 
VERSES 7-8 Finding himself directly adjacent to the enemy army, David decided 
instead to do something exceedingly risky: go into Saul’s camp in person to 
reconnoiter the situation. David could be bold to the point of near recklessness. 
However, he probably did this out of honorable motives: rather than ask others to do 
something so dangerous, he would do it himself. Also, only he could make the 
decision about what to do once inside Saul’s camp. He could not delegate that to 
someone else. 
 
the story sets up a contrast between Saul, who was in the middle of his camp with all 
of his men all around him, and David, who went into danger with a single companion. 
 
Abishai would make the decision easy for David. Saul’s death would be swift and 
silent, and David wouldn’t even have to lift a finger. David would have plausible 
deniability. He wouldn’t have to take any blame for killing Saul; he had never touched 
the king.  
 
What are the dangers of equating an open door with God’s will? How does one 
know the difference between a true open door and a test disguised as an open 
door? 
 
Verses 9-12 How should I react to God's anointed today? 
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Verses 23-24 carries at least four implications.  
[1], David was appealing to God to serve as arbiter between himself and Saul, and he 
was asserting his own innocence in the process. The LORD will repay each 
man for his righteousness and his faithfulness; 
[2], David realized that he had passed a severe test. He told Saul he spared him for 
the LORD delivered you into my hand today,   He could have taken that as an open 
door that God wanted him to kill Saul, as Abishai did. But David knew that God would 
never lead him to do what was wrong. If God wanted David to have the crown, God 
would give it to him. David would wear a crown of righteousness, not a bloody crown.  
[3], David recognized the rule of law. It would have been wrong to strike down the 
lawful king: but I refused to stretch out my hand against the LORD’S anointed 
[4], David’s declaration was an appeal to God to help him and save him from all his 
troubles. Now behold, as your life was highly valued in my sight this day, so 
may my life be highly valued in the sight of the LORD, David lived a precarious life, 
and many more dangers were still ahead of him. Just as he had shown mercy, he 
hoped God would show mercy to him. David’s attitude is similar to what we see in 
Jesus’ teachings on grace: “For if you forgive people their wrongdoing, your heavenly 
Father will forgive you as well. But if you don’t forgive people, your Father will not 
forgive your wrongdoing” (Matt. 6:14-15).  
 
How can we forgive others in the way David forgave Saul? The only way David could 
is because he found his joy in God, not in Saul’s approval. We can forgive in the 
same way. As Christians, we forgive others as God has forgiven us. God’s Word 
instructs us: “Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive” (Col. 3:13; 
see also Eph. 4:32). 


