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An example of God's hand on America---THE MIRACLE OF SQUANTO  

1 Samuel 8: 19Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, “No, 
but there shall be a king over us, 10: 24 Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him whom 
the LORD has chosen? [Saul] 1043 BC 15:23 “For rebellion is as the sin of divination, And 
insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He has 
also rejected you from being king.” [Saul] 1028 BC 16: 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil 
and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. 1025 BC 
14 Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD terrorized him. 18 
“Behold, I have seen… a skillful musician, a mighty man of valor, a warrior, one prudent in speech, 
and a handsome man; and the LORD is with him.” 21 Then David came to Saul and attended him;.. 
17: 15 but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s flock at Bethlehem. 1023 BC 
 
I. Confidence in God 1020 BC 17: 31 When the words which David spoke were heard, they 
told them to Saul, and he sent for him. 32 David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail on account 
of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 33 Then Saul said to David, “You are 
not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are but a youth while he has 
been a warrior from his youth.”34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant was tending his father’s 
sheep. When a lion or a bear came and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went out after him 
and attacked him, and rescued it from his mouth; and when he rose up against me, I seized him by 
his beard and struck him and killed him. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; and 
this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, since he has taunted the armies of the 
living God.” 37 And David said, “The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from 
the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, 
“Go, and may the LORD be with you.” 
 
II. False Confidence 42 When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him; for he 
was but a youth, and ruddy, with a handsome appearance. 43 The Philistine said to David, “Am I 
a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 The 
Philistine also said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the sky and the 
beasts of the field.” 

III. God's Victory 45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, 
and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have taunted. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you up into my hands, and I will 
strike you down and remove your head from you. And I will give the dead bodies of the army of the 
Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not 
deliver by sword or by spear; for the battle is the LORD’S and He will give you into our 
hands.” 
48 Then it happened when the Philistine rose and came and drew near to meet David, that David ran 
quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49 And David put his hand into his bag and took 
from it a stone and slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead. And the stone sank into his 
forehead, so that he fell on his face to the ground. 
50 Thus David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and he struck the Philistine and 
killed him; but there was no sword in David’s hand.51 Then David ran and stood over the Philistine 
and took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it. When the 
Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled. 1020 BC David King of Judah 1000 BC 

 

http://biblehub.com/1_samuel/8-19.htm


 
David fought with what he had and God had proven effective.                                        Page 2 
What do I have that God has proven effective?  
1. I am a born again and adopted son of God, a member of God's family 
2. I have the Holy Spirit for guidance, Jesus as my Advocate and High Priest with access to God in 
prayer, the Glory of God for power, the Bible and my church community. 
3. God has proven to be adequate for my life in all circumstances. I can trust Him. I have failed 
many times but He always picks me up to go again. I do not depend on self for success but God. I 
have the peace of God and peace with God.  
4. I am certain of a life in heaven after this life as proven by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
5. God is sovereign and I believe He may not be done with America yet. There is still a large number 
of people who believe in Him. We are in the fire and it likely will get worse but God can still bring 
revival to America.  Paul Tripp said "We simply don't have the ability to win on our own. We don't 
have the power to make situations change. We can't get people to respond. We can't make our 
spouses love us. We can't get our children & grand children to obey. We can't force two people to 
reconcile. We can't make our neighbors believe in the Lord. But, it’s not our job to succeed; it’s 
our job to respond to the call of God in each of the situations, locations, and relationships where he 
places us. His promise is that when we go, he goes with us. He'll never call us to a task without 
giving us what we need to succeed."                                                                                                                                                
6. The questions are: a] am I being faithful to His command and commission?                                             
b] What am I doing personally to advance His kingdom today?                                                            
c] Will I finish strong? 
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THE MIRACLE OF SQUANTO  

The first of these two episodes goes back a decade before John Winthrop on the Arbella to the 
Pilgrims on the Mayflower and a story concerning their first months that, while astonishing, is little 
known. It concerns an Indian named Squanto. Most Americans have heard of Squanto, but usually 
just as someone who helped the Pilgrims plant corn using a fish for fertilizer. But few of us know the 
whole story, which beggars belief, though all of the historical documents exist to corroborate it. 
Some details are in dispute, but the main points are not, and they are what concern us here.  

 
Most of us, of course, know the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock in 1620, but few of us realize 
numerous other white Europeans had earlier come to that part of North America to trade with the 
natives. They hadn’t settled there, so we don’t remember them. This story begins in approximately 
1608, when an English ship with a Captain Hunt sailed south along the coast of what is now called 
Cape Cod. Finally, Hunt’s ship set anchor off the coast of what is today Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
The Native American tribe on that coast was called the Patuxets, and a number of braves greeted 
the sailors who rowed ashore. One of the youngest was a boy of about twelve, named Tisquanto or 
Squanto.  

But this time the Englishmen had darker intentions than trading, brutally capturing some of the 
braves and taking them to the ship. They then sailed to Malaga, Spain, and sold them as slaves. 
Somehow Squanto was bought—or rescued, we’re not sure—by a group of friars, who evidently 
treated him well and familiarized him with the Christian religion. They even arranged for him to travel 
to London around 1612, with the wild idea that he might there find a ship that could take him home 
again. The idea of expecting to get back to his village in the New World is itself nearly 
incomprehensible. But Squanto made his way to the London of Shakespeare and James I and 
found work in the stable of a man named Slaney, where he learned the ways of the English and 
their language.  

 
And as hoped, a ship was found in 1618 that agreed to take him back to the New World, in 
exchange for his service as an interpreter. The ship crossed the ocean, with an extended stay in 
Newfoundland, and then made its way south along the shore of what is today Maine and 
Massachusetts, where Squanto was released, not far from the place he had been kidnapped a 
decade before. As he had long dreamed, he managed to make his way back to the very spot where 
he had grown up. But to his great confusion and disappointment, there was no one there to greet 
him. What had happened? It is hard to fathom what he must have felt, having dreamed of this day 
for ten years, only to have his hopes dashed in this most horrible way.  
 

As far as we know, nearly every member of the Patuxet tribe was killed by diseases inadvertently 
brought by the various traders. Had Squanto been there at the time, he would surely have perished 
with the rest of his people. But at the time, may assume, he didn’t feel lucky to have been spared 
alone. At first he wandered to another nearby tribe, but for Squanto the nearby tribes were as much 
foreigners as the Spanish or English would have been. In fact, after five years among the English, 
it’s possible they seemed less foreign to him than these native people who were not his own 
Patuxets. So it seems that eventually he decided to live alone in the woods.  
 

But what happened next is the strangest part of the whole story. At about this same time, a group of 
people we have already mentioned were on board a small ship called the Mayflower. They had been 
in Holland for a number of years to escape the religious persecution in England. It’s little mentioned 
how viciously this group of sincere Christians was persecuted for not adhering to the British Crown’s 



idea of Christian faith. The Plymouth Colony governor William Bradford described the conditions that 
had driven them to Holland:  

But after these things they could not long continue in any peaceable condition, but were hunted & 
persecuted on every side, so as their former afflictions were but as flea-bitings in comparison of 
these which now came upon them. For some were taken & clapt up in prison, others had their 
houses beset & watched night and day & hardly escaped their hands; and yet most were fame to 
flee & leave their houses & habitations, and the means of their livelihood.  

 
But living in Holland brought other difficulties, so in the end they decided it would be better to strike 
out into the great unknown, to sail across the Atlantic, hoping to start anew and found a colony that 
was openly based on Christian principles, where they could live in peace and bring God’s light to a 
new continent. William Bradford recounted that decision in his journal too, in the passage from 
which we get the word “Pilgrims” to describe these brave men and women.  

 
So they lefte [that] goodly & pleasante citie, which had been their resting place, near 12 years; but 
they knew they were pilgrimes, & looked not much on these things; but 4ft up their eyes to the 
heavens, their dearest [country], and quieted their spirits.  

 
Their journey was itself a great trial. There was a second boat, the Speedwell, which did not make it 
beyond the coast of England, so everyone had to be transferred to the Mayflower. There were 102 
in all who would make the journey, including about 30 crew. They left in the first week of September 
1620, and because the ship was ill suited to the westerly Atlantic winds, it took them two months to 
make the journey. During the trip two people died, one crew member and one passenger. A baby 
was born too, whom they named Oceanus.  
 

About halfway across the Atlantic a number of storms struck and a main beam cracked. The 
damage was so bad that they considered turning back, but in the end they repaired it and were able 
to continue. But their celebrated landing on the bleak, frigid shores of what is today Cape Cod 
caused a number of them to sleep in miserably cold and wet conditions. Many of them became ill, 
and within months half of them had died. In their agony they prayed to God to show them the way 
forward, but they suspected that returning to England was their most prudent course. But then 
something unexpected took place.  
 

One day in the spring of 1621 a local native walked out of the woods to greet them. Somehow he 
actually spoke perfect English; and as it happened, he had grown up on the very land where they 
had settled. Because of this, he knew everything there was to know about how to survive there. He 
knew and showed them the best way to plant corn and squash so that they would thrive in that 
environment. He knew and showed them how to find fish and lobsters and eels there. He knew and 
showed them much that they couldn’t have known themselves. And because his tribe had perished, 
he had little better to do than help these suffering strangers.  
 

So the Pilgrims adopted him. And Squanto helped them immeasurably, likely saving their lives and 
almost certainly making it possible for them to continue there on this foreign soil. Could this all have 
been happenstance?  
 



The Pilgrims didn’t think so. To them it seemed nothing less than a miracle of God. In fact, Bradford 
wrote in his journal that Squanto “became a special instrument sent of God for [our] good... [who] 
never left [us] till he died.”  

Squanto also helped the Pilgrims establish a peace with the local Native Americans that lasted fifty 
years, a stunning accomplishment considering the troubles that settlers would have with native 
tribes in the centuries following. Sadly, Squanto died not long after this, but Bradford wrote that 
Squanto “desir[ed] the Governor to pray for him, that he might go to the Englishmen’s God in 
heaven.” Squanto even bequeathed his possessions to the Pilgrims “as remembrances of his love.”  
 

That this happened is a matter of historical record. That many would interpret it as indicating God’s 
hand on that fledgling colony and the nation that would eventually grow out of it is hardly surprising, 
especially given that that’s how Bradford and the others interpreted it. We also now know that if 
Bradford and the Pilgrims had returned to England in defeat, Winthrop and the Arbella never would 
have set sail and established the much larger Massachusetts Bay Colony, with its noble ideal of a 
people who were a “shining city on a hill.” So Squanto’s long and strange and painful journey had a 
purpose far beyond anything even he or the Pilgrims realized.  

 
 
 

I CAN'T DO IT 

When was the last time you felt nervous or overwhelmed with something looming on the horizon of 
your life? When was the last time you threw your hands up in despair and said, "I can't do it!" 

Maybe it was before a job interview or a big presentation at work that you couldn't afford to mess up. 
Maybe it was on the morning of your wedding. Maybe it was waiting on the results of a serious 
medical test for you or a loved one. 

Or perhaps it was right before a mundane moment of everyday life: a difficult conversation with your 
spouse, another moment of correction with your child, a call to sacrifice in your home, an opportunity 
to share the Good News with your neighbor, or a jab of physical pain in an aging body. 

Every person, in some way or another, experiences anxiety in moments of life, whether big or small. 
Why does this happen to us? Because we're constantly measuring our potential. 

You and I typically measure our potential based on two factors: our past track record, and the size of 
the task ahead. The best biblical example of this is David and Goliath. The soldiers of Israel have 
meticulously measured the size of Goliath (1 Samuel 17: 4-7), and David has recounted his record 
of previous battles before taking on the giant (vv. 34-36). 

There's both cultural logic and biblical wisdom to this process of measuring our potential. Doesn't 
the popular phrase "don't bite off more than you can chew" sound a lot like what Jesus said: "For 
which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has 
enough to complete it?" (Luke 14:28) 

But David didn't choose to enter the valley for any of those reasons. There's a better way by which 
David measured his potential: he remembered his identity as a child of God. Remember his 
famous line? "The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will 
deliver me from the hand of this Philistine" (v. 37). 



David didn't take credit for his victories over the lion and the bear, nor did he place the task of 
defeating Goliath on his own shoulders. Rather, David reminded himself of this truth: it's not the 
child's job to complete the task; it's the child's job to obey the Father's call and let the Father 
complete the task. 

You and I simply don't have the ability to win on our own. We don't have the power to make 
situations change. We can't get people to respond. We can't make our spouses love us. We can't 
get our children to obey. We can't force two people to reconcile. We can't make our neighbors 
believe in the Lord. 

But, it’s not our job to succeed; it’s our job to respond to the call of God in each of the situations, 
locations, and relationships where he places us. His promise is that when we go, he goes with us. 
He'll never call us to a task without giving us what we need to succeed. 

God is unshakably committed to meeting the needs of his people. He's unshakably committed to the 
success of his kingdom. And since you're his child, wherever you go, his presence and power go as 
well. He really is with you always, and he really is the helper that you need. 

You're now personally connected to the ultimate source of victory. How's that for a new potential? 

God bless 

Paul Tripp 

 
 


