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1 Sam 24-25 "Protected" God guards the honor of His name and the steps of His people.  

I. David Protected from Killing Saul & Left Revenge to God 1 Samuel 24: 4 The 
men of David said to him, “Behold, this is the day of which the LORD said to you, 
‘Behold; I am about to give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it 
seems good to you.’” Then David arose and cut off the edge of Saul’s robe secretly. 
6 So he said to his men, “Far be it from me because of the LORD that I should do this 
thing to my lord, the LORD’S anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, since he is 
the LORD’S anointed.” 7  And Saul, left the cave, and went on his way.  
9 David said to Saul,…11 Now, my father, see! Indeed, see the edge of your robe in my 
hand! For in that I cut off the edge of your robe and did not kill you, know and perceive 
that there is no evil or rebellion in my hands, and I have not sinned against you, though 
you are lying in wait for my life to take it. 12 May the LORD judge between you and me, 
and may the LORD avenge me on you; but my hand shall not be against you.  
16  Then Saul lifted up his voice and wept. 20 Now, behold, I know that you will surely be 
king, and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hand.  

II. Disaster Foreseen 1 Samuel 25:14-17  14 But one of the young men told Abigail, 
Nabal’s wife, saying, “Behold, David sent messengers from the wilderness to greet our 
master, and he scorned them. 15 Yet the men were very good to us, and we were not 
insulted, nor did we miss anything as long as we went about with them, while we were 
in the fields. 16 They were a wall to us both by night and by day, all the time we were 
with them tending the sheep. 17 Now therefore, know and consider what you should do, 
for evil is plotted against our master and against all his household; and he is such a 
worthless man that no one can speak to him.” 
18 Then Abigail hurried and took two hundred loaves of bread and two jugs of wine and 
five sheep already prepared and five measures of roasted grain and a hundred clusters 
of raisins and two hundred cakes of figs, and loaded them on donkeys. 19 She said to 
her young men, “Go on before me; behold, I am coming after you.” But she did not tell 
her husband Nabal.  20 It came about as she was riding on her donkey and coming 
down by the hidden part of the mountain, that behold, David and his men were coming 
down toward her; so she met them.  

God gives wisdom in many forms to those that fear Him. Sometimes we must deal with 
problem ourselves, and sometimes we must appeal to another person to deal with the 
problem. Why didn’t the servant deal with the problem himself? How does his approach 
serve as a model for us?  

III. David was enraged and sought revenge  21 Now David had said, “Surely in vain I 
have guarded all that this man has in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all 
that belonged to him; [agreed with  what servant told Abigail] and he has returned me evil for 
good. 22 May God do so to the enemies of David, and more also, if by morning I leave 
as much as one male of any who belong to him [Nabal].” 
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around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, James 4:7 

What is the difference in David's attitude in I. & III.?  When have I taken matters into my 
own hands, not waiting on God’s perfect plan to materialize? 

IV. Abigail acknowledged David as King 23 When Abigail saw David, she hurried and 
dismounted from her donkey, and fell on her face before David. 24…  “On me alone, my 
lord, be the blame. And please let your maidservant speak to you, and listen to the 
words of your maidservant. 25 Please do not let my lord pay attention to this worthless 
man, Nabal,.. but I your maidservant did not see the young men of my lord whom you 
sent. 26 “Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, since the 
LORD has restrained you from shedding blood, and from avenging yourself by your own 
hand, …27 Now let this gift which your maidservant has brought to my lord be given to 
the young men who accompany my lord. 28 Please forgive the transgression of your 
maidservant; for the LORD will certainly make for my lord an enduring house, because 
my lord is fighting the battles of the LORD, and evil will not be found in you all your 
days. 30 And when the LORD does for my lord according to all the good that He has 
spoken concerning you, and appoints you ruler over Israel, 31 this will not cause grief or 
a troubled heart to my lord, both by having shed blood without cause and by my lord 
having avenged himself.  

V. David Relents    32 Then David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, 
who sent you this day to meet me, 33 and blessed be your discernment, and blessed be 
you, who have kept me this day from bloodshed and from avenging myself by my own 
hand. 35 So David received from her hand what she had brought him and said to her, 
“Go up to your house in peace. See, I have listened to you and granted your request.” 

Proverbs 15: 5 A fool rejects his father’s discipline, But he who regards reproof is 
sensible. 10 Grievous punishment is for him who forsakes the way; 
He who hates reproof will die. 31 He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof 
Will dwell among the wise. 32 He who neglects discipline despises himself, But he 
who listens to reproof acquires understanding. 33 The fear of the LORD is the instruction 
for wisdom, And before honor comes humility. Psalms 141: 5 Let the righteous smite 
me in kindness and reprove me; It is oil upon the head; Do not let my head refuse it, 
For still my prayer is against their wicked deeds. 

Can you recall events in your life when you allowed Jesus to calm your rage and turned 
you from wrong & foolish acts?  
 
VI. God Intervenes    36 Then Abigail came to Nabal, and behold… he was very drunk; 
so she did not tell him anything at all until the morning light. 37 But in the morning, when 
the wine had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, and his heart died within 
him so that he became as a stone. 38 About ten days later, the LORD struck Nabal and 
he died.. 
 
God orchestrated the events in on His timeline in David's life and David was obedient to 
God's direction.  Have you accepted God's greater grace to live on His timeline? 



 
Application:                                                                                            Page 3 
Young servant is a picture of an anonymous person who God gave the intuition and 
courage to go to Abigail and describe a coming crisis. His words caused Abigail to take 
action. This could be a picture of any believer who has the knowledge and wisdom to 
know that everyone faces either a destination in heaven or hell and takes action to 
explain the gospel with all who will listen and with a loving lifestyle. 
 
Nabal is a picture of someone in rebellion against God and rejecting Jesus. He chose 
Saul and rejected David. Everyone agreed he was a fool.             
 
1 Samuel 25: 10 But Nabal answered David’s servants and said, “Who is David? And 
who is the son of Jesse? There are many servants today who are each breaking away 
from his master. 11 Shall I then take my bread and my water and my meat that I have 
slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men whose origin I do not know?”  4 times 
he referred to himself as the owner and not the steward of his resources. 
 
 
Luke 12:  16 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man was very 
productive. 17 And he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have 
no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I 
will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take 
your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! 
This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have 
prepared?’ 21 So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God.”   
13 times he referred to himself as the owner and not the steward of his 
resources. 
Do you believe a believer can fit this description! 
 
Abigail represents a person who accepts Jesus as Lord and Savior. She used the 
term "lord" 14 times in her speech as she confronts David. She recognized that 
someday David would be King of Israel.  
 
David represents disciples today who are wronged or think we are wronged and fly 
into a rage seeking revenge. David repents and changed when confronted with his sin. 
In his confrontation with Saul David did not seek revenge but left it to God. 
 
Romans 12: 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of 
God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. 
 
Which one of these 4 pictures represents you or me?    
 
Do my actions indicate I am an owner or steward of the resources God has provided 
me? 
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to the disciples who abides in Jesus, controlled daily by the Holy Spirit and out of love 
obeys God's commandments accepting that His commandments are not burdensome. 
 
1. Peace with God at salvation then peace of God which surpasses all comprehension 
 
2. Purity 
 
3. Power from God who created the universe and holds it together available to 
 disciples 
 
4. Promises from God 
 
5. Perseverance in the midst of trials, tribulation, trouble, persecution, temptations, etc  
 
6. Patience to wait on God's timeline even for 25 years like David and 17 years like 
 Joseph 
 
7. Protection from our 3 enemies-our flesh, the world system and satan 
 
8. Provision of needs not wants 
 
9. Prosperity-fruit of the Spirit--Love, Joy, Peace; Patience, Kindness, Goodness;
 Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control [the Spirit given ability to control self] 
 
10. Prayer-access to God the Father through the believers Mediator and  High Priest 
 Jesus Christ 
 
11. Poverty of spirit, humility from God's greater grace 
 
12. Prudence-wisdom, discreetness, carefulness 
 
13. Providence-understanding that God is in control 
 
14. Put off the old self of anger and bitterness and put on the new self with your 
 position in Christ. [see next page] 
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1. I AM IN CHRIST 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 
passed away; behold, new things have come.  
 
2. CHRIST IS IN ME  
Colossians 1:27 To whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of 
this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  
 
3. I AM NOT CONDEMNED  
Romans 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 
  
4. I AM A CHILD OF GOD 
Romans 8:16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God.  
 
5. I AM A CO-HEIR WITH JESUS 
Romans 8:17 And if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.  
 
6. MY BODY IS HIS TEMPLE  
1 Corinthians 3:16 Do you know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you?  
 
7. I CAN APPROACH GOD WITH CONFIDENCE 
Ephesians 3:12 In whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.  
 
8. MY SALVATION IS SEALED IN CHRIST 
Ephesians 1:13(b) Having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise. 
 
9. JESUS IS MY FRIEND.  
John 15:15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father 
I have made known to you. NKJV 
 
10. I AM CHRIST’S AMBASSADOR  
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to 
the remotest part of the earth 
 
 
 
 
 


