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I Samuel 15: 14 But now your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out for 
Himself a man after His own heart [David], and the LORD has appointed him as ruler 
over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.” 
23 Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He has also rejected you [Saul] 
from being king.” 1028 BC David anointed as king by Samuel 1025 BC 
I. David on the run from Saul for his life. 1006 BC to 1000 BC 1 Samuel 13:  
David on the run from King Saul beginning at  #3-Gibeah and going to #4-Nob, etc 
This was an extremely demanding time for David. He was constantly on the run, and 
the hill country he had to traverse was harsh, rugged, and barren.  
1 Samuel 23: 13 Then David and his men, about six hundred, arose…, and [1]they 
went wherever they could go….14 David stayed in the wilderness in the strongholds,… 
And [2]Saul sought him every day, but [3]God did not deliver him into his hand.  
1 Samuel 22: #7 David takes family to Moab; David's great grandmother Ruth was 
from Moab.        
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For reference: Smoky Mountains Top is about 5,500 feet above Knoxville. 
#11 David's last meeting with Jonathan 1 Samuel 23: 15-18 16 And Jonathan, Saul’s 
son, arose and went to David at Horesh, and  [1] encouraged him in God. 17 Thus he 
said to him, “[2] Do not be afraid, because the hand of  [3] Saul my father will not find 
you, and [4] you will be king over Israel and [5] I will be next to you; and [6] Saul my 
father knows that also.” 18 So the two of them made a covenant before the LORD; and 
David stayed at Horesh while Jonathan went to his house.     

Why were these trials happening to David? How did David react to Saul?                                           

 II. David came to Nob and lied to Priest 1 Samuel 21: 1-9  

III. Pursued by Saul 1 Samuel 22:  7 Saul said to his servants who stood around him, 
“Hear now, O Benjamites! …8 For all of you have conspired against me so that there 
is no one who discloses to me when my son makes a covenant with the son of Jesse, 
and there is none of you who is sorry for me or discloses to me that my son has 
stirred up my servant against me to lie in ambush, as it is this day.” 9 Then Doeg the 
Edomite [descendent of Esau], who was standing by the servants of Saul, said, “I saw 
the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. 10 He inquired of the 
LORD for him, gave him provisions, and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.” 

What does Saul's statements tell you about his attitude? When rejected by God 
as king what options did Saul have? Do I react like Jonathan, David or Saul in 
keeping God's commands and testing/problems? 
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Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, 12 Saul said, “Listen now,..” And he answered, 
“Here I am, my lord.” 13 Saul then said to him, “Why have you and the son of Jesse 
conspired against me, in that you have given him bread and a sword and have 
inquired of God for him, so that he would rise up against me by lying in ambush as it 
is this day?” 
14 Then Ahimelech answered the king and said, “And who among all your servants is 
as faithful as David, even the king’s son-in-law, who is captain over your guard, and is 
honored in your house?  
15 Did I just begin to inquire of God for him today? Far be it from me! Do not let the 
king impute anything to his servant or to any of the household of my father, for your 
servant knows nothing at all of this whole affair.”  

Were Ahimelech's responses reasonable and sound like the truth?  

V. Desperate Measures 16 But the king said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you 
and all your father’s household!” 17 And the king said to the guards who were 
attending him, “Turn around and put the priests of the LORD to death, because their 
hand also is with David…” But the servants of the king were not willing to put forth 
their hands to attack the priests of the LORD.  
18 Then the king said to Doeg, “You turn around and attack the priests.” And Doeg the 
Edomite turned around and attacked the priests, and he killed that day eighty-five 
men who wore the linen ephod. 19 And he struck Nob the city of the priests with the 
edge of the sword, both men and women, children and infants; also oxen, donkeys, 
and sheep he struck with the edge of the sword.  
20 But one son of Ahimelech…, named Abiathar, escaped and fled after David. 
21 Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the priests of the LORD. 22 Then David said 
to Abiathar, “I knew on that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would 
surely tell Saul. I have brought about the death of every person in your father’s 
household. 23 Stay with me; do not be afraid, for he who seeks my life seeks your life, 
for you are safe with me.” 

Why did Saul ignore Ahimelech's defense? Why did he kill every thing in Nob 
while refusing to do the same with the Amalekites when ordered to by God? 

The death of the priests at Nob and Abiahtars replacement with Zadok as priest by 
King Solomon fulfills the prophecy that Eli's line of priests would be cut off [I Samuel 
2: 31]; and the line of Phinehas reestablished [Numbers 25:13] that will extend into 
the millennium through Zadok [Ezekiel 43:19 & 44:15]. Jesus was both King and High 
Priest. King through the lineage of Judah & David and High Priest "being designated 
by God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek." [Hebrews 5:10] 

How do you react to this fulfillment of prophecy? 
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1. God may test, disciple and train us for long periods of time.  
2. God's always keeps His promises on His time table not ours. 
3. God uses people who may not be walking with Him to accomplice his purposes. 
4. God expects His people to obey all His commands and the bible says "For this the 
love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not 
burdensome." [1 John 5:3] 
5. We can trust God no matter what our circumstances and be thankful:                               
 
1. I Thessalonians 5: 16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give 

thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  
2. Philippians 4: 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your 

gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

3.  2 Timothy 1: 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love 

and of a sound mind. 

4.  Isaiah 26: 3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace,  Because he 

trusts in You. 4 “Trust in the LORD forever, For in GOD the LORD, we have an 

everlasting Rock.                                                                                                                               

5. Jeremiah 29: 11 For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans 

for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. 

6.  Isaiah 40:  31 Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They 

will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk 

and not become weary.  

7. Psalm 37: Do not fret because of evildoers, Be not envious toward wrongdoers. 
2 For they will wither quickly like the grass 3 Trust in the LORD and do good; 4 Delight 

yourself in the LORD; 7 Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because 

of him who prospers in his way, 8 Cease from anger and forsake wrath; Do not fret;  
10 Yet a little while and the wicked man will be no more; And you will look carefully 

for his place and he will not be there. 12 The wicked plots against the righteous 

And gnashes at him with his teeth. 13 The Lord laughs at him, For He sees his day is 

coming. 
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I. page 1 David takes family to Moab for safety 1 Samuel 22:3 
Moabites Ruth 4: 21 and to Salmon was born Boaz, and to Boaz & [Ruth], Obed, 22 and 
to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David. Ruth a Moabites was David's great 
grandmother.  
Moabites were enemies of Saul and friends of Davids. The Moabites were a tribe 
descended from Moab, the son of Lot, born of an incestuous relationship with his 
oldest daughter (Genesis 19:37). 
 
V. page 2 1 Sam 15:33 hacked Agag to pieces. This was an act of divine judgment to 
show the holy wrath of God against wanton sin. Sadly, the Israelites did not 
exterminate the wicked Amalekites, so they came back later to raid the southern 
territory and take women and children captive, including David’s family (see ch. 30). 
 
1 Sam 22:19 Nob, the city of the priests. What Saul failed to do righteously to the 
Amalekites (15:3 8–9), he unrighteously did to the citizens of Nob. Death of this 
priestly line fufills the curse on Eli's descendents 1 Samuel 2:31 27 Then a man of God 
came to Eli and said to him, …31 Behold, the days are coming when I will break 
your strength and the strength of your father’s house so that there will not be an old 
man in your house. 
 
The death of the priests at Nob and Abiahtars replacement with Zadok as priest by 
King Solomon fulfills the prophecy that Eli's line of priests would be cut off [I Samuel 
2: 31]; and the line of Phinehas reestablished Numbers 25:10-13 10 Then 
the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 11 “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron 
the priest, has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel…. 12 Therefore say, 
‘Behold, I give him My covenant of peace; 13 and it shall be for him and 
his descendants after him, a covenant of a perpetual priesthood, because he was 
jealous for his God and made atonement for the sons of Israel.’”  that will extend into 
the millennium temple through Zadok [Ezekiel 43:19 & 44:15].  

Jesus was both King and High Priest. King through the lineage of Judah & David and 
High Priest "being designated by God as a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek." [Hebrews 5:10]       

See diagram on page below for family tree of Aaron, Eleazar, Phinehas and 
Zadok 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen 19.37


                                                                                                                                 

 


