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A believer’s hope is in the return of Jesus. 
2 Peter was probably written in 67-68 AD before Peter was crucified and Nero's death in 68 
AD. By 67 AD, 37 years had passed since the ascension of Jesus and the promise of His 2nd 
coming. As a result some believers and certainly unbelievers begin to question the truth of 
His 2nd coming. Peter in this chapter answers these mockers or doubters.  
 
I. A SURE RETURN: 2 Peter 3:3-7 3 Know this first of all, that in the last days 
mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, 
“Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 
continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” 5 For when they maintain 
this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago 
and the earth was formeda… 6 …the world…was destroyed, being flooded with 
waterb. 7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, 
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
a- Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. b- Noah's flood in 
about 2350 BC. 
 
II. THE PATIENT FATHER: 2 Peter 3:8-9 8 But do not let this one fact escape your 
notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 
years like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come 
to repentancec.  

c- repentance- turning away from sin and self and turning to God. At the writing of this 
chapter, Jesus had been waiting on His 2nd coming 37 years because He wanted to give 
everyone an opportunity to repent of their sin and believe in Jesus as their Savior. He has 
been waiting 1986 years as of today for the same reason. Think how many have had the 
opportunity to believe by His delay. There were only 1 billion people on the planet in 1804 
and there were 7.36 billion in 2015. We are the impatient one's not Jesus. We should be: 
 
Matthew 28:18-20  18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations…Go telling people about Jesus and teaching those who believe in Him.   Acts 1:8  … 
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.” 
III. THE PROMISE & WARNING ISSUED: Jesus next comes in the air for His 
saints/believers. This future event known as the rapture is followed by 7 years of  terrible 
tribulation on earth. At the end of the tribulation Jesus Christ returns to earth the 2nd time in 
Victory accompanied by His saints from heaven. All who have not believed in Jesus Christ 
and their name is not written in His book of life will be judged and thrown into the lake of 
fire forever.  
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a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with 
the Lord.  

Revelation  20: 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it,…12 And 
I saw the dead, 14 …This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s 
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  

"I saw the dead" this will be all the people who ever lived who rejected Jesus as Savior.  

2 Peter 3:10 … the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be 
destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 
 

IV. WHILE WAITING: 2 Peter 3:11-13,17-18 11 Since all these things are to be 
destroyed in this way, it is clear what sort of people you should be in holy conduct 
and godliness 12 as you wait for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of 
God. The heavens will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and the elements 
will melt with the heat. 13 But based on His promise, we wait for the new heavens and 
a new earth, where righteousness will dwell.  17 Therefore, dear friends, since you 
know this in advance, be on your guard, so that you are not led away by the error of 
lawless people and fall from your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and to 
the day of eternity. Amen. HSCB 

What areas do I need to surrender control to the Lord in light of the reality of His 
return?  

Summary/Application:  

1. It is true that Jesus will return again and each person's decision to either accept or 
reject Him as Lord and Savior in their 80 or so years on earth determines where they 
will spend eternity.   

2. The righteous [those who accepted Jesus] will spend eternity in the new heavens 
and new earth in the presence of God and the unrighteous in the lake of fire.                                      

3. While we are waiting on the 2nd coming believers are to [1] live a lifestyle that is 
holy, [2] waiting without anxiety no matter our circumstances, [3] "growing in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ", [4] telling about Jesus 
every opportunity we have to share the hope that is in us, [5] training believers as 
disciple-makers, & [6] be on guard less we lose our stability.                                                                                                                     

4.  Memory Verse: 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord… is patient toward you, not wishing for any 
to perish but for all to come to repentance.    


