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God’s power shapes character as believers grow in their faith. 
The epistle of 1 Peter was written from Rome before Rome burned. The Great Fire of 
Rome started on the night July 18, 64. It caused widespread devastation, leaving seventy 
percent of the city in smoldering ruins, before being brought under control after six days and 
then restarted.  http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/rome.htm Nero turned to a fiery 
persecution of Christians as he attempted to deflect blame from himself for the fire.  2 Peter was 
written before Peter's crucifixion during this persecution in 67-68 in Rome.  Both books are to 
encourage and stimulate believers as they face persecution.  
 

I. FORMAL SALUATATION AND GREETING (2 PETER 1:1-2) 1Simon Peter, a bond-
servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the 
same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace 
and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledgea of God and of Jesus our Lord; 

1. Do you have the kind of peace that Peter describes?  

 

II. STAND ON GOD’S COMPLETE PROVISION (2 PETER 1:3-4) 3 seeing that 
His divine powerb has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godlinessc, 
through the true knowledgea of Him who called us by His own glory 
and excellenced. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and 
magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine 
naturee, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.                                               

a- knowledge- Bible knowledge and relationship knowledge--by knowing intimately and 
experientially the power Source.; b- His divine power-We live out the call of God’s will in 
our lives not through our own power, but through God’s and God’s alone. Nothing we do is of 
our own accord—we have  “divine power”. God gives believers at justification [then] 
everything we need for sanctification [now] and glorification [then].  See link: 
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/11/07/how-can-i-be-more-effective-and-
productive-as-a-follower-of-jesus-christ-259/ c- godliness- holiness d- excellence- moral 
excellence, goodness or virtue; e- partakers- as members of God's family the believer has 
been saved from the penalty of God's eternal wrath and has the divine nature that gives the 
power to escape corruption and lust and do God's will.  

2. Are you living out God’s will for your life by obeying His Word and will? If not, what 
area of your life do you need to surrender to the divine power of Jesus Christ?  

3. List two or three specific promises of God that you rely on. What connection do you see 
between God’s promises and living a life of godliness, sharing in the divine nature? 

 

III. CULTIVATE YOUR CHARACTER (2 PETER 1:5-9)  5 Now for this very reason  
also, applying all diligence, in your faithg supply moral excellenced, and in your moral 
excellence, knowledgea, 6 and in your knowledgea, self-control, and in your self-
control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7 and 
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in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, loveh. 8 For if 
these qualitiesi are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless 
nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks 
these qualitiesi is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his 
former sins. 

 a-e after v. 4; f-- for this very reason- because of God’s power, Person, and promises, we 
cannot sit back and “just let God do it.” By God’s grace we desire to work diligently for these 
qualities to be increasing.  g-- faith- with diligence through grace we are to pursue the 8 virtues. 
See page 3;  h-- love- "agape" same word used in Galatians 5:22 & 1 Corinthians 13; i-- 
qualities- or virtues are gifts of the Holy Spirit and do not have to be earned, but  the believer 
has a responsibility to pursue these qualities with diligence.; 

4. Is there an area of your life where you are turning a blind eye to God? Are you failing 
in the continual process of sanctification? If so, what changes will you make this week?  
IV. LIVE WITH ASSURANCE  10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make 
certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, 
you will never stumble; 11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.                                                                   
5. What evidence of obedience in your life can you point to this week as evidence that your  
salvation is sure? 

 
Summary/Application:  
1. God gave believers at justification [then] everything we need for sanctification [now] 
and glorification [then]. See page 4. 
 

2.  Review the 8 virtues in 1 Peter 1:5-7;  faith, goodness, knowledge, self-control, 
perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, love. Circle the 1-2 virtue[s] in which 
you have experienced good growth during the past year. Underline the 1-2 virtue[s] for 
which you need to experience the most growth during the year ahead. What steps will 
you take to “make every effort” to grow in these area[s] of your life?  See link for 
description of qualities.  https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/11/07/with-
diligence-through-grace-pursue-these-qualities-258/                                 

3. Praise God that through His goodness, He has equipped me to bear good works for 
His glory. Holy Spirit help me make every effort to represent Christ well every day.                      

4. God help me every day to praise Jesus for my salvation as a gift purchased on the 
cross. Forgive me for the times when I have ignored Your salvation and will. Holy Spirit 
move in and align my heart with God’s.                                                                               

5. Memory verse:  2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything required for 
life and godliness a through the knowledge b of Him who called us by His own glory and 
goodness.                                               [HCSB] a-- holiness; b-- Bible knowledge and 
relationship knowledge--by knowing intimately and experientially the power Source. 
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