
Ten powerful principles to help you develop the skills, sensitivities and qualities of the 
fine art of friendship. Start today to: 
1. Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. Then love your neighbor….  
Mark 12: 30  YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’ 31 The second is this, ‘YOU 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR….’                                                                                                
2. Make your friends Number One, preferring them above yourself. Philippians 2: 3 Do 
nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 
important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the 
interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,                                     
3. Develop the kinds of friendships in which you demand nothing in return.  
4. Make a deliberate, conscious effort to nurture an authentic interest in others.                                                                                                                    
 A. Work at being a helpful, considerate person                                                
 B. Start believing in people                                                                                    
 C. Keep the lines of communication open with people you care about                                
5. Celebrate the excitement that each of us is a one-of-a- kind creation and that it will 
always take time, often a long time, to understand one another.  
6. Commit yourself as never before to learning how to listen. Ask questions rather 
than jumping in with you own story about a similar event.                                                                              
7. Above all, when your friend needs you, simply be there, whether or not you know 
what to do or say. Overcome your perceived limitations as a friend:                                                  
 A. Find undeveloped resources                                                                            
 B. Focus on the solution, not the problem                                                            
 C. Wake up the "third eye" of your imagination 
8. Treat others as equals.                                                                                                      
 A. Recognize that the more you give away, the more you will receive                  
 B. Let people know your differences so they can see who you really are                                                                                              
 C. Labels are killers                                                                                               
 D. Refuse to merely exist. Live creatively                                                                      
 E. Reactivate your childlike heart                                                                 
Matthew 25: 40 The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did 
it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ Proverbs 14: 31 He who 
oppresses the poor taunts his Maker, But he who is gracious to the needy honors Him.                                                                                                                 
9. Work at being generous with legitimate praise and encouragement.  
10. Above all, emphasize the strengths and virtues of others, not their sins and 
weaknesses. 
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