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9/25/2016 Lesson: "Living as Strangers" IN CULTURE, TOWARD OFFICIALS AND 
LEADERS, THROUGH YOUR WORK &   
THROUGH CHRIST WHO SET THE  EXAMPLE  (1 Peter 2:21-25) 21 For you have 
been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT 
FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while 
suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously; 24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For you 
were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Guardian of your souls. [Jesus was submissive & obedient to God's will] 
Believers honor God through healthy relationships. 
 
1 Peter 3:1-7 is preceded in Ephesians with both husband and wife to "be subject to 
one another in the fear of Christ." [Ephesians 5:21] 

I. FOR THE WIFE (1 PET. 3:1-6)  1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your 
own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be 
won without a word by the behavior of their wives,                                                                                
2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.                                                          
3 Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold 
jewelry, or putting on dresses;                                                                                                                      
4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle 
and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.                                                                               
5 For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to 
adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; 6 just as Sarah obeyed 
Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right 
without being frightened by any fear.   

 
1 Peter 3:1-6 MSG 1  The same goes for you wives: Be good wives to your husbands, 
responsive to their needs. There are husbands who, indifferent as they are to any 
words about God,                                                                                                              
2 will be captivated by your life of holy beauty.                                                                   
3 What matters is not your outer appearance—the styling of your hair, the jewelry you 
wear, the cut of your clothes—                                                                                            
4 but your inner disposition. Cultivate inner beauty, the gentle, gracious kind that God 
delights in.                                                                                                                                                                                                     
5 The holy women of old were beautiful before God that way, and were good, loyal 
wives to their husbands. 6 Sarah, for instance, taking care of Abraham, would address 
him as “my dear husband.” You’ll be true daughters of Sarah if you do the same, 
unanxious and unintimidated. 
 



II.  FOR THE HUSBAND (1 PET. 3:7) 7 You husbands in the same way,        Page 2             
live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a 
woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers 
will not be hindered. 
7 The same goes for you husbands: Be good husbands to your wives. Honor them, 
delight in them. As women they lack some of your advantages. But in the new life of 
God’s grace, you’re equals. Treat your wives, then, as equals so your prayers don’t run 
aground. MSG 
 
III. FOR ALL BELIEVERS (1 PET. 3:8-12) 8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, 
sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;                                                 
9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were 
called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.  
10 For, “THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO LOVE AND SEE GOOD DAYS,  
MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT.  
11 “HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND `DO GOOD;  
HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT.  
12 “FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS,  
AND HIS EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER,  
BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL.” Psalms 34:12-16 
 
8 Summing up: Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be loving, be compassionate, be 
humble. 9 That goes for all of you, no exceptions. No retaliation. No sharp-tongued 
sarcasm.   Instead, bless—that’s your job, to bless. You’ll be a blessing and also get a 
blessing. 10 Whoever wants to embrace life and see the day fill up with good,                                                                   
11 Here’s what you do: Say nothing evil or hurtful; 
Snub evil and cultivate good; run after peace for all you’re worth. 
12 God looks on all this with approval, listening and responding well to what he’s asked; 
But he turns his back on those who do evil things. MSG 
 
Summary/application: 
1. Wives and husbands be subject to one another in the fear of Christ  
2. Be good to each other as you are filled daily with the fruit of the Holy Spirit. 
3. Be good to others in the family of Christ; following the example of Jesus Christ 
4. Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be loving, be compassionate, be humble.    
5. No retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm & no anger; with no exceptions 
6. Bless--that’s your job, Be a blessing and run after peace for all you’re worth 
7. Stand firm and put on the whole armor of God  
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2015/09/22/take-up-the-full-armor-of-god/                                                               

8. Memorize 1 Peter 3:8-9 8 Summing up: Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be loving, be 
compassionate, be humble.                                                                                                                                            
9 That goes for all of you, no exceptions. No retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm. 
Instead, bless—that’s your job, to bless. You’ll be a blessing and also get a blessing. 
MSG 
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