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The rewards of faithfulness come with the expectation of continued 
obedience.                                
God instructed Israel to totally defeat their enemies in Canaan for 2 reasons: [1] God had 
given the occupants 400 years to repent and turn to him, but they rejected Him [Genesis 
15:13 & 16] and [2] God knew that Israel would be seduced by the false gods of any who 
remained. [Deuteronomy 7:3–5,12:2-3] The judgment was not ethnically motivated. 
Individual Canaanites, like Rahab in Jericho, could still find that mercy follows repentance 
[Joshua 2].  

I believe that the conquest of Canaan by Israel is a picture of the new believer's war with the 
3 enemies in life: [1] the flesh [self], [2] Satan and [3] the world system [with a focus on 
money, pleasure, power, pride, things, etc. and anti-God]. When a believer is first saved Jesus 
Christ may have minor power over these 3 enemies in the daily battle, but as we study and 
meditate on the bible day and night His power in our life translates into less power for our 3 
enemies. A believer is “being conformed to the image of His Son” [Romans 8:29c]  

Joshua 1:8-9 8Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and 
night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you 
…succeed in all you do. 9This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not 
be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. NLT 

2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything required for life and 
godliness a through the knowledge b of Him who called us by His own glory and 
goodness. HCSB [a– holiness; b– Bible knowledge and relationship knowledge–by 
knowing intimately and experientially the power Source.] 
Ephesians 4:24 take on an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned life, a life 
renewed from the inside and working itself into your conduct as God accurately 
reproduces His character in you. MSG 

Context:  See https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/12/27/seven-lessons-from-joshua-13-21/ 
1. What two functions did the cities of refuge serve within the promised land?? 

2. What was the Levites’ primary responsibility? 

I. A promise kept Joshua 22:1-3 1Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites and the 
Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 2 and said to them, “You have kept all that 
Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, and have listened to my voice in all 
that I commanded you. 3 You have not forsaken your brothers these many days to 
this day, but have kept the charge of the commandment of the LORD your God. 
3. What happens when people break their promises? How does our faithfulness to our 
commitments—even our small commitments—bring honor to the Lord? 

 

4. Why is integrity so important today?  
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https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/12/27/seven-lessons-from-joshua-13-21/


II. An ongoing responsibility Joshua 22:4-5 4 And now the LORD your         Page 2     
God has given rest to your brothers, as He spoke to them; therefore turn now and go 
to your tents, to the land of your possession, which Moses the servant of the LORD 
gave you beyond the Jordan. 5  Only carefully obey the command and instruction that 
Moses the LORD’s servant gave you: to love the LORD your God, walk in all His ways, 
keep His commands, remain faithful to Him, and serve Him with all your heart and all 
your soul.”  

Matthew 11: 28-30 28 “Come to Me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest a. 29 All of you, take up My yoke and learn from Me, because I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest b for yourselves. 30 For My yoke is 
easy and My burden is light.” HCSB a- salvation rest, then b- sanctification rest, now 

5. If I have the rest of Jesus Christ, is anxiety a sin? 

6. Is obedience a better indication of genuine faith than mere words of affirmation? Would 
you say that genuine faith normally should lead to action?  

III. A welcomed blessing Joshua 22:6-8 6 So Joshua blessed them and sent them 
away, and they went to their tents. 7 Now to the one half-tribe of Manasseh Moses 
had given a possession in Bashan, but to the other half Joshua gave a possession 
among their brothers westward beyond the Jordan. So when Joshua sent them away 
to their tents, he blessed them, 8 and said to them, “Return to your tents with great 
riches and with very much livestock, with silver, gold, bronze, iron, and with very 
many clothes; divide the spoil of your enemies with your brothers.”  
How am I doing in the daily battle with my 3 enemies : 

1. Do I demonstrate obedience to God in my commitments to God, family, church, 
personally sharing the gospel and disciple-making.  

2. Are my commitments in line with God’s Word and His divine plan. If not, in which 
areas am I not submitting? 

3. Am I wholly following the Lord God like Caleb? What commands of God am I 
disobeying? Why? What do I believe that is contrary to the Word of God?  

4. If I know God is all-powerful and will equip me to obey His commands, why do I 
doubt? What are some root causes of doubting the character of God?  

5. Do I rejoice when distressed by various trials? 

6. Memorize Joshua 22:5 Only carefully obey the command and instruction that 
Moses the LORD’s servant gave you: to love the LORD your God, walk in all His ways, 
keep His commands, remain faithful to Him, and serve Him with all your heart and all 
your soul.” HCSB 
7. Seven Lessons for believers today from the apportion of the land of Canaan: 
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/12/27/seven-lessons-from-joshua-13-21/ 
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