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Jesus values marriage & all people from conception to death! I did not teach 
this lesson because our class met in the auditorium with Dr Sullivan for the 
Lord's supper and lesson. Henry Luke 

This is "Emphasis on sanctity of human life week" 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor, theologian, anti-Nazi dissident, 
Born: February 4, 1906, Wrocław, Poland Died: April 9, 1945, Flossenbürg 
concentration camp, Germany; Pastor Bonhoeffer said: 
"We must finally stop appealing to theology to justify our reserved silence about what 
the state is doing — for that is nothing but fear. ‘Open your mouth for the one who is 
voiceless’ — for who in the church today still remembers that that is the least of the 
Bible’s demands in times such as these? 

Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is 
to speak. Not to act is to act.”  

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum quotes the following text as one of 
the many poetic versions of the speech by Pastor Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) 
about the Nazi's: 

 "First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Socialist. 

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Jew. 

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me."  

In our world, we have many people or groups of people who face great challenges. 
Abortion on demand in the United States has claimed the lives of 58 million unborn 
children. Many children need homes. Many are homeless, while others face extreme 
poverty or discrimination. Some people arrive at retirement only to find they have 
little money or health to enjoy so-called “golden years.” God values all these people. 
Today’s lesson challenges us to be advocates on behalf of others who face great 
challenges. All people reflect God’s image and God values and loves every person 
regardless of any physical limitation. As you study this session, prayerfully consider 
how you might take action in one of these vital areas.  
I. A call to protect life-- Proverbs 24:11 Deliver those who are being taken away to 
death, And those who are staggering to slaughter, Oh hold them back.                              
How would you summarize Solomon’s command in today's situation? How does keeping this 
command strengthen a society? 
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II. A warning against inaction-- Proverbs 24:10, 12 10 If you are slack in the day of 
distress, Your strength is limited. 12 If you say, “See, we did not know this,” 
Does He not consider it who weighs the hearts? 
And does He not know it who keeps your soul? 
And will He not render to man according to his work?                                                            
How can inaction be as serious as taking the wrong action? How can God use His people 
today as His instruments for justice in society? Can we use the excuse in v.12a of ignorance? 
 
Romans 13:8-14 8aOwe nothing to anyone except to love one another; 10a Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 
How is love the fulfillment of all other biblical commands? 
 
III. An example set by Jesus in His availability-- Mark10:46-49   46 Then they 
*came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His disciples and a large 
crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the 
road. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out and say, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 Many were sternly telling him to be 
quiet, but he kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 And 
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him here.” So they *called the blind man, saying to 
him, “Take courage, stand up! He is calling for you.”  
 
Bartimaeus's  humiliation by the people of Israel by his blindness & by his trust in Jesus did 
not keep him from pursuing Jesus!  
As a believer am I in continuous pursuit of Jesus?  
 
 
IV. Jesus healed a man of faith-- Mark10:50-52 50 Throwing aside his cloak, he 
jumped up and came to Jesus. 51 And answering him, Jesus said, “What do you want 
Me to do for you?” And the blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, I want to regain my 
sight!” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he 
regained his sight and began following Him on the road.   
 
Am I living as a disciple of Jesus Christ by faith?  
 
Am I asking God for spiritual miracles that only He can deliver? Ephesians 3:20 Now to 
Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that works within us, 
 
Scripture Memory: Romans 13:8-14 8aOwe nothing to anyone except to love one 
another; 10a Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 
                     
 


