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God brings righteous judgment on His rebellious people, with the goal of their 
repentance.         

 Summary/Application: 

1. In the chart above as I examine my life until today what % has been a) primarily 
under His discipline & in decline similar to Israel in red_____% or b) primarily at 
peace with God & growing in accordance with God's plan for a believer in 
blue______%? The dashed blue line shows the cycle of repentance, forgiveness 
and change of heart. The Israelites hearts were not changed Judges 2:17-18. 

2. We cannot change the past, but we can learn from it. What is my goal for the rest 
of my life starting today [check one] a) Israel-red _____or b) God's plan-solid 
blue_____? 

3. Do I believe one person can have an impact? I believe because of the faithful 
prayer of true believers God has allowed an opportunity for a change in direction in 
the U.S. To make an impact we must continue praying, but also must be active 
disciple-makers that produce new disciple-makers. If not our opportunity will close. 

 How will my obedience or disobedience of God commands impact my metro area, 
state, U. S. and world? Check one--- increased likelihood a) of God's discipline 
_____or b) bring His peace______?   

4. Memorize Jeremiah 18:7-8  7 If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is 
to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, 8 and if that nation I warned repents of its 
evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned.                      



THE NEXT GENERATION DID NOT KNOW GOD-- JUDGES 2:8,10          Page 2    
10  there arose another generation… who did not know the LORD, nor yet the work 
which He had done for Israel. ABANDONMENT- OPPRESSION- REPENTANCE- 
DELIVERANCE cycle begins when faith is not reproduced in next generation 

 
I. ABANDONMENT OF GOD--JUDGES 2:11-13, 19 11 Then the sons of Israel did 
evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals, 12 and they forsook the LORD, the 
God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed 
other gods from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed 
themselves down to them; thus they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 So they forsook 
the LORD and served Baal and the Ashtaroth….  

OPPRESSION- REPENTANCE- DELIVERANCE  19 But it came about when the 
judge died, that they would turn back and act more corruptly than their fathers, in 
following other gods to serve them and bow down to them; they did not abandon 
their practices or their stubborn ways. 20 So the anger of the LORD burned against 
Israel, and He said, “Because this nation has transgressed My covenant which I 
commanded their fathers and has not listened to My voice, 21 I also will no longer 
drive out before them any of the nations which Joshua left when he died, 22 in order 
to test Israel by them, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk in it as their 
fathers did, or not.”  

 
 
Jeremiah 18:9-10  9 And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to 
be built up and planted, 10 and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I 
will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it. 
1. What aspects of contemporary culture do you think could claim too much of our 
attention today and weaken our devotion to God? What are my idols today? 
 
 

II. OPPRESSION BY GOD--JUDGES 2:14-15;20-22 14 The anger of the LORD 
burned against Israel, and He gave them into the hands of plunderers who 
plundered them; and He sold them into the hands of their enemies around them, so 
that they could no longer stand before their enemies. 15 Wherever they went, the 
hand of the LORD was against them for evil, as the LORD had spoken and as the 
LORD had sworn to them, so that they were severely distressed 

 2 examples of 8 oppressions by God--JUDGES 6:1b the LORD gave them into the 
hands of Midian seven years. 13:1b the Lord gave them to the Philistines 40 years.  

 [111 years recorded of oppression in the 321 years between Joshua and King Saul.]                             

2. How does God discipline us today? Have you ever experienced a time of discipline? 



III. REPENTANCE-- JUDGES 3:15a; 4:3a 6:6b; 10:10                                  Page 3   
10 Then the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD, saying, “We have sinned against 
You, for indeed, we have forsaken our God and served the Baals.” 
Jeremiah 18:7-8  7 If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be 
uprooted, torn down and destroyed, 8 and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, 
then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. 

 3. God brings righteous judgment on His rebellious people. What actions do you think 
people should take to be restored to fellowship with Jesus and have heart change? 
 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sin 
sand purify us from all unrighteousness.                                                                        
 For 4 steps of repentance 2 Chronicles 7: 14 if My people who are called by My name, 
will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven, and I  will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  NIV [seek 
my face–to seek the presence of God];                                                                                           
 for 5 commands to obey Joshua 22:5 Only carefully obey the command and 
instruction that Moses the Lord’s servant gave you: to love the Lord your God, walk in all 
His ways, keep His commands, remain faithful to Him, and serve Him with all your heart and 
all your soul.” HCSB;                                                                                                                                 
 Joshua 1:8  Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so 
you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you …succeed in all you 
do.  NLT;                                                                                                                                    
 1 Peter 1:6-7a 6 you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, 
you have been distressed by various trials, 7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. 
 1 Peter 5:10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called 
you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish 
you.                                                                                                                                             
 1 Peter 4:19 let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust  their souls to 
a faithful Creator while doing good. ESV                         
 
IV. DELIVERANCE JUDGES 2:16-1816 Then the LORD raised up judges who 
delivered them from the hands of those who plundered them. 17 Yet they did not 
listen to their judges, for they played the harlot after other gods and bowed 
themselves down to them. They turned aside quickly from the way in which their 
fathers had walked in obeying the commandments of the LORD; they did not do as 
their fathers. 18 When the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the 
judge and delivered them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; 
for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who oppressed 
and afflicted them. [Their hearts were not changed even in peace and they did not obey 
God] 
JUDGES 3:11a So the land had peace for forty years; 30b the land had peace for 
eighty years. 5:31 c  & 8:28c Then the land had peace forty years.                                     
[Judges records 160 years of peace for Israel out of 321 years from Joshua to King Saul.  
Even in peace according to v.17 above they were not faithful to God.]  



 

                     


