
#1- 12/4/2016  "Nothing is Impossible with God" Joshua 1-5                                        
   

A. Take the Land given to you by God-- Joshua 1: 1 Now it came about after the 
death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of 
Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, 2 “Moses My servant is dead; now therefore 
arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to 
them, to the sons of Israel. 3 Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I 
have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses.  5 No man will be able to stand 
before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with 
you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall give 
this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 9 Have 
I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, 
for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 18 … only be strong and 
courageous.” 

1. God promised to give the land to the Israelites, but also said be "strong and courageous" 
four times. This refers to their attitude as they move to take the land, ie as they go about 
setting their feet on the land. 

2. God promised to be with them two times and that He would not fail or forsake them. They 
are not to be fearful or depressed. 

3. This reminds me of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the believer constantly and we can 
be encouraged by these four commands to be strong and courageous. By His grace and power 
we are diligently conquering our own flesh as we root out sin, and prepare to face temptation 
and persecution by Satan and the world system. Every where I go I am in the presence of  
God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. The problem I face is whether I am going God's 
way or my way.  Deuteronomy 30:11-20 says "If I chose my way, I am on my own and it will 
not turn out well". Believers are in a spiritual war until eternity. The spiritual battle between 
God's way and my way rages every day.  

In today's fast paced world interconnected by video, phone, text and high speed jet travel 
each person has hundreds of choices or preferences to make each day. The world says all 
these choices are to be made based on my personal preferences. God does not exist for the 
anti-God world. The question for the believer in Jesus Christ as Lord and Master is whether 
these choices are made His way or my way. Do I acknowledge His constant presence as I 
subconsciously or consciously make decisions each day---is it His way or my way? Was I 
even aware of the spiritual battle anytime this week? How many times this week did I seek 
His guidance before making decisions either at the beginning of the day or for an individual 
decision during the day? Psalms 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet a And a light to my 
path b. [a- short term direction, b- long term guidance]4. "All who would be faithful 
followers of Jesus in our advanced modern world are facing challenges and seductions, and 
we must become "Impossible People"—Christians with hearts that can melt with compassion, 
but with faces like flint and backbones of steel who are unmanipulable, unbribable, 



undeterrable and unclubbable, without ever losing the gentleness, the mercy, the grace and 
the compassion of our Lord. “Jesus is Lord” is our allegiance, our confession, our authority 
and our standard and rule of life. Whoever and whatever contradicts him summons us again 
to count the cost and to take our stand. Christians today need to be broad-shouldered made so 
by carrying the weight of the cross as we were commanded. [see Luke 9:23 And He was 
saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily and follow Me.]  

Discipleship as a “long obedience in the same direction” is against the grain of modern life 
and infinitely harder. Discipleship for the advanced modern world is an inescapable priority 
for our time." From "Impossible People" by Os Guinness 

 
5. Matthew 28: 18-20 18 And Jesus spoke to them, saying 19 Go therefore and make disciplesa 

of all the nation,  20 I am with you always    [a- evangelizing and teaching believers to be 
disciple-makers] 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord... is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish 
but for all to come to repentance. 1 Timothy 2:3-4 3... our Savior 4 who desires all men to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

 He has commanded us to go making disciples both evangelizing and teaching believers to be 
disciple-makers and promises to be with us.  How many times am I defeated or intimidated to 
do nothing? Yet my audience of One is not willing for any to perish and has empowered 
believers to be His witness.  We may have adopted the world's thinking that says we live in to 
sophisticated times to believe in the Bible and the power of Jesus to save by grace.  That was 
not God's message to Joshua! He says to me by grace and My power "be strong and 
courageous" and I will be with you. Where is your land to conquer for Jesus--to evangelize 
and turn believers into disciple-makers? Your street, acquaintances, friends, condo hall, 
students, or family? Are you praying, taking action with reverence and gentleness, loving the 
people in your land or have you given up? Is your land a focus every day or are you leaving 
the heavy work for someone else? 

B. Meditate on the Word daily and obey all of it-- Joshua 1: 7 Only be strong and 
very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have 
success wherever you go. 8 This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
according to all that is written in it; for… then you will have success.  

1. God says meditate on my word day and night and do all that is written in it to make your 
life a success. Do you think God is serious about this command? What does it mean to you to 
meditate on His word day and night? Am I strong and courageous as I obey His commands 
His way expecting the mercy and grace of God?  

C. Rahab acted on her faith & inspired spies-- Joshua 2: 1Then Joshua…                              
sent two men as spies secretly…, So they went and came into the house of a harlot 
whose name was Rahab, 8 she came up to them on the roof, 9 and said to the men, 



“I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen on 
us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted away before you. 10 For we 
have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you 
came out of Egypt, 11 When we heard it, our hearts melted and no courage remained 
in any man any longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven 
above and on earth beneath.  24 They said to Joshua, “Surely the LORD has given all 
the land into our hands; moreover, all the inhabitants of the land have melted away 
before us.” 

1. Am I influencing the world or is the world influencing me? 

D. Jordan River became dry ground and Israel crossed to the west side-- 
Joshua 3:  17 And the priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood 
firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan while all Israel crossed on dry ground, 
until all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan. 

E. Set up monument to God's faithfulness-- Joshua 4: 20 Those twelve stones 
which they had taken from the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 He said to the sons 
of Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, ‘What are 
these stones?’ 22 then you shall inform your children, saying, ‘Israel crossed this 
Jordan on dry ground.’  

1. What monuments have you established in your heart and are sharing about the 
power and faithfulness of God in your life? 

F. West of Jordan Israel Circumcision and Passover was obeyed--Joshua 5: 8 

they had finished circumcising all the nation, 9 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today 
I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” 10 While the sons of Israel 
camped at Gilgal they observed the Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day 
of the month on the desert plains of Jericho.  12 The manna ceased on the day after 
they had eaten some of the produce of the land,  

Summary/application: 

1. The Lord gives us "land-[disciples]" by His grace as we diligently pursue them.  
Our new disciples may be on our street, neighborhood, work, gym, family, etc                             
2. He promises to be with us always, to love us and protect us for eternity.                
3. Meditate on the word day and night and obey all of it, no exceptions.                    
4. Influence the world through love rather than the world influencing us.                              
5. Set up & share monuments in our hearts to the faithfulness and power of God.    
6. Memorize Joshua 1:8-9 8Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it 
day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you 
…succeed in all you do. 9This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not 
be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. NLT 


