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Samson empowered by the Spirit, but dominated by his flesh; his way not God's way                                                                                  
Summary/Application:                                                                                                                   
1. Morning prayer "O God, may Your glory be revealed in me today, at my expense." [His 
 way, not my way] https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/02/09/the-glory-of-god/                                                    
2. Help me not to compromise the potential You have given me as a member of Your family. 
3. Live holy for He is holy! Pray every day to be Spirit filled and for the actions I take to be 
 in His will and obedient to His commands. Not my way, but His way.                                                   
4. Be consistent with a daily quiet time devotional of at least 30 minutes in intimate time with 
 Jesus Christ out of gratitude not duty. Memorize and rehearse scripture by God's grace, 
 at least one scripture per week.                                                                                                  
5. Please pray with me "by Your grace let me lead someone to Christ & disciple them this 
 year". This could be a part of 3 million new disciples in 2017 and 40 in our class.
 https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/02/03/opportunity-available-in-2017-and-beyond/                                                                                                   
6. Scripture memory this week: "And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that 
 they may be one just as We are one." John 17:22 

I• Judges 17-21 apparently occurred 1340-1290 BC in link below 
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/chronology-of-judges-1350-1014bc.pdf                            
II• A brief outline of Judges 13–16 [1118-1078 BC] highlights the context of the two 
passages focused on in this session:                                                                                                 
1• Samson’s birth as the Lord’s purposeful gift to a childless couple of the Dan tribe(13:1-
25); Judges 13: 3 Then the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman …5 For behold, you 
shall conceive and bear a son. And no razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be 
a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the 
Philistines.” 24 Then the woman gave birth to a son and named him Samson; and the child 
grew up and the LORD blessed him. 25 And the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him,  Nazirite 
requirements Numbers 6: 3 He shall drink no vinegar made from wine or strong drink and 
shall not drink any juice of grapes or eat grapes, fresh or dried. 5 …no razor shall touch his 
head…. he shall be holy. 6 …he shall not go near a dead body.                                                                                                                                 
2• Samson’s strange yet divinely useful marriage to a Philistine woman of Timnah (14:1-20);  
Judges 14: 2 So he came back and told his father and mother, “I saw a woman in Timnah, 
one of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.” 3  …But 
Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she looks good to me.” 4 However, his father 
and mother did not know that it was of the LORD, for He was seeking an occasion against the 
Philistines.   6 The Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and he tore the lion apart… 

19 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon and 
killed thirty of their men, took their apparel, and gave the changes of clothing to those who 
had explained the riddle.                                                                                                                                      
3• Samson’s further revenge on the Philistines when his wife was given in marriage to 
another man (15:1-20);   Judges 15: 4 Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took 
torches, and turned the foxes tail to tail and put one torch in the middle between two tails. 
5 When he had set fire to the torches, he released the foxes into the standing grain of the 
Philistines, thus burning up both the shocks and the standing grain, along with the vineyards 
and groves. …  8 … he went down and lived in the cleft of the rock of Etam.                                                
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Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then is this that you 
have done to us?” …12 They said to him, “We have come down to bind you so that we may 
give you into the hands of the Philistines.” 14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted 
as they met him. And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily so that the ropes that 
were on his arms were as flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds dropped from his hands. 
15 He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, so he reached out and took it and killed a thousand 
men with it.                                                                                                                                                              
4• Samson’s dangerous dalliance with a prostitute in the Philistine city of Gaza (16:1-3);                                                                                                                  
5• Samson’s love for and betrayal by a woman named Delilah, resulting in Samson’s 
abandonment of his Nazirite vow and loss of strength (16:4-20)  

III.  PLEASE TELL ME -- JUDGES 16:4-6 4 After this it came about that he loved a 
woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 5 The lords of the Philistines 
came up to her and said to her, “Entice him, and see where his great strength lies 
and how we may overpower him that we may bind him to afflict him. Then we will 
each give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.” 6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Please 
tell me where your great strength is and how you may be bound to afflict you.” 

What are some things that keep a person from reaching his or her full potential? What 
role does spiritual compromise play in failing to reach one’s full potential? 

IV. IF YOU LOVE ME-- JUDGES 16:13- 15 15 Then she said to him, “How can you 
say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not with me? You have deceived me these three 
times and have not told me where your great strength is.”  

V. THE PHILISTINES ARE HERE--JUDGES 16:16-20 16 It came about when she 
pressed him daily with her words and urged him, that his soul was annoyed to death. 
17 So he told her all that was in his heart and said to her, “A razor has never come on 
my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am shaved, 
then my strength will leave me and I will become weak and be like any other man.” 
18 When Delilah saw that he had told her all that was in his heart, she sent and called 
the lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up once more, for he has told me all that 
is in his heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought the 
money in their hands. 19 She made him sleep on her knees, and called for a man and 
had him shave off the seven locks of his hair. Then she began to afflict him, and his 
strength left him. 20 She said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And he awoke 
from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at other times and shake myself free.”       
But he did not know that the LORD had departed from him.                                          

Continued from #5 above-- 6• Samson’s bitter defeat, enslavement, and final act of suicide-
vengeance against 4,000 Philistines in their pagan temple (16:21-30)  Judges 16: 28 Then 
Samson called to the LORD and said, “O Lord GOD, please remember me and please strengthen me just 
this time, O God, that I may at once be avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.”                                                             
7• Samson’s burial in father’s tomb (16:31)                                                                                                                                    
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The line is: “Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee.” So figuratively, 
Christ is a solid, immovable, steady, unchanging rock, and has something to do with 
being “cleft” or “cleaved” on for me – so there’s a split in the rock that I can hide in. 
OK. Still lost on “cleft” a little. 

cleft: noun [kleft] definition: 1. a space or opening made by or as if by splitting, 2. 
split or sever (something), esp. along a natural line or grain, 3. make a way through 
(something) forcefully, as if by splitting it apart. 

That last definition was what I was looking for. The significance of the gospel in the 
hymn Rock of Ages. Christ was “cleft” – split apart, apart from the Father, in order to 
make a way, forcefully!, through sin. He made a hiding place for me, a way, for me to 
be found in Christ, and with the Father. 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee; 
let the water and the blood, 

from thy wounded side which flowed, 
be of sin the double cure; 

save from wrath and make me pure. 

Not the labors of my hands 
can fulfill thy law’s commands; 
could my zeal no respite know, 

could my tears forever flow, 
all for sin could not atone; 

thou must save, and thou alone. 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
simply to the cross I cling; 

naked, come to thee for dress; 
helpless, look to thee for grace; 

foul, I to the fountain fly; 
wash me, Savior, or I die. 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 
when mine eyes shall close in death, 

when I soar to worlds unknown, 
see thee on thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee. 

http://jennyrawson.com/2011/04/rock-of-ages-cleft-for-me/
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Empowered by the Spirit, Dominated by the Flesh  

Samson didn’t live in light of His: 

1. Special relationship to God 

o Samson knew He was a Nazirite and he knew that meant he needed to 
follow a certain set of rules. 

o But a knowledge of rules is not enough.  The Nazirite vow was not just 
something to follow, a list of don’ts in life.   

o It was a sign of special dedication, a sign of a special relationship with God. 
  

o Without understanding of this larger purpose, that the nazirite vow was 
more than a list of don’ts, It became just arbitrary rules rather than an outward 
symbol of inward dedication.   

o So when the honey was sitting there, looking delicious, his nazirite vow 
didn’t mean much, because it was a list of don’ts, not a reminder of his 
relationship with a holy God.   

o When he was confronted with the loss of Delilah, His hair was just hair.  His 
vow was nothing more than a list of don’ts rather than an outward expression of 
an inward dedication to God.  

o Sad to say, this is many Christians today.  We have a special relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ, but to some being a Christian is a list of do’s and 
don’ts.   

o But it is more than that, it is a special relationship with a holy God who has 
saved us.  When we are tempted by the honey of this world seen in various forms, 
we don’t have what it takes to resist it, because our relationship is just a bunch of 
do’s and don’ts.   

o Not based on the fact that we have a special relationship with God, that He 
has saved us and that we are to be holy because He is Holy, to bring Him glory.   

o Samson’s dietary rules and long hair marked him out as having a special 
relationship with God.   

o In the same way, the commands of God found in the Bible that we so easily 
disregard are not just rules of do’s and don’ts but are there to show that we have 
a special relationship with God.   

o We are to be holy because He is holy.  We are to live holy lives and glorify 
God because He bought us with a price, the death of Christ.   

o We are His children, therefore we must live according to what He says, 
because of this relationship. 



2. Special God-given Mission in life                                                                     Page 5 

·         Samson  was called to be a deliverer of Israel.  He was to deliver Israel from the 
Philistines. 

·         Yet throughout his life, He was mission-less, purposeless and just did what he 
wanted to do. 

·         When he fought with the Philistines, instead of delivering Israel, He fought 
because of vengeance and revenge for himself. 

·         Everything that Samson did was because of self.  He lived life the way he wanted 
to live it rather than what God had called him to be and do. 

·         He wanted a Philistine wife so he disregarded God’s law.  He wanted to get 
revenge for what he felt rather than fighting for what God had called him to fight for, the 
deliverance of Israel. Judge 16:20d "But he did not know that the Lord had departed 
from him." The Spirit does not leave the believer, but we take control of our lives with 
bad results. 

·         He was more concerned about the loss of his own two eyes than fulfilling the 
God-given mission of deliverer. 

·         We tend to live the same way.  Rather than living according to a God-given 
mission, we live as purposeless as Samson. Judges 16:28 

·         We do things because we want them, because they are right in our own eyes. 

But God has called us, saved us for a God-given mission. 

1.    To Bring Him Glory                                 (1 Cor. 6:20, 10:31)                                                                           
2.    To Live as His Holy People                      (Eph 1:4, 1 Pet. 1:16)                                                                   
3.    To Share His Message of Salvation & training in righteousness. (Matt. 28:18-20) 

When we don’t live in light of our special relationship to God and our special God-given 
mission in life, we are nothing more than Samsons –empowered by the Spirit but 
dominated by the flesh, our way not God's way; only to live a tragic Christian life of 
failure. 

3. Israel not blameless. They had not repented their evil ways, but God sent Samson out 
of mercy. 3,000 Israelites even tied Samson up and turned him over to the Philistines. 
The church today has failed in its mission because of self-will not God's will. 

Source, modified https://soundfaith.com/sermons/55369-judges-13-16-samson-empowered-by-the-spirit-dominated-by-the-flesh 
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