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Selected Scripture Memory since September 2016: 1 Peter 1:6-7 6... you greatly 
rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by 
various trials, 7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as 
fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. 
So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise 
and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole 
world. v.7 NLT                                                                                                                  
1 Peter 2: 21 …Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow 
in His steps, 22a Who committed no sin,                                                                                 
1 Peter 4:19 let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust  their souls to 
a faithful Creator while doing good. ESV                                                                                        
1 Peter 5:5-7 5…all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, 
for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 6 Therefore, humble 
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper 
time, 7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.                                                                                       
1 Peter 5:8-9a 8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm 
in your faith,                                                                                                                   
1 Peter 5:10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and 
establish you.                                                                                                                               
Luke 1:37 For nothing will be impossible with God.                                                          
Ephesians 3:20  Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at 
work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. NLT                                       
Jeremiah 32:17  “Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by 
Your great power…! Nothing is too difficult for You,”                                                                             
John 17:22 "And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be 
one just as We are one."                                                                                                                      
Summary/Application:  1. Memory Verses: 1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation 
has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not 
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. [temptation can 
be a test or trial]                                                                                                    
James 1:2-3 2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.                                                              
2. Suggested morning prayer "O God, may Your glory be revealed in me today, at 
my expense." [His way, not my way; His kingdom, not mine]                                                                      
3. Will you start praying daily with me "for 3 million new disciples in 2017 in the U. S" 
and "by Your grace let me lead someone to Christ & disciple them this year".                    
4. Disciples are not promised a life of ease but there will be trials.                                   
5. God may test, disciple and train us for long periods of time. [Joseph 17 years, 
Moses 40 years, David 25 years, Israelites 40 years]                                                                                                              
6. We can be thankful and trust God no matter what our circumstances. 
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I. A DESPERATE RETURN (RUTH 1:6-10) 6 She and her daughters-in-law prepared 
to leave the land of Moab, because she had heard in Moab that the LORD had paid 
attention to His people’s need by providing them food. 7 She left the place where she 
had been living, accompanied by her two daughters-in-law, and traveled along the 
road leading back to the land of Judah.8 She said to them, “Each of you go back to 
your mother’s home.  May the LORD show faithful love to you as you have shown to 
the dead and to me. 9 May the LORD enable each of you to find security in the house 
of your new husband.” She kissed them, and they wept loudly. 10 “No,” they said to 
her. “We will go with you to your people.”                                                                                                                  

v.9 To be a childless widow then was to be among the lowest, most disadvantaged classes in 
the ancient world. There was no one to support you, and you had to live on the generosity of 
strangers. Naomi had no family in Moab, and no one else to help her. It was a desperate 
situation. "find security"="find rest" God intends that each marriage be a place and source, 
of rest, peace, and refreshment in life. Possible in the U.S.  

II. A BITTER PLEA (RUTH 1:11-14) 11 But Naomi replied, “Return home,      my 
daughters. Why do you want to go with me? Am I able to have any more sons who 
could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters. Go on, for I am too 
old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me to have a 
husband tonight and to bear sons, 13 would you be willing to wait for them to grow 
up? Would you restrain yourselves from remarrying? No, my daughters, my life is 
much too bitter for you to share, because the LORD’s hand has turned against me.” 
[20 She said, “Do not call me Naomi;…the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with 
me.21 …the LORD has witnessed against me and the Almighty has afflicted me? ”] 
14 Again they wept loudly, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to 
her.                                                v.14 clung- The Hebrew verb rendered clung also appears 
multiple times in Deuteronomy to describe the commitment that God’s people are to 
demonstrate to the Lord (Deut. 10:20; 11:22; 13:4; 30:20) & Genesis 2:24 man to wife.                                                   

What steps could we take toward trusting God if life turns bitter for us? 

 

III. A LIFELONG PROMISE (RUTH 1:15-18) 15 Naomi said, “Look, your sister-in-law 
has gone back to her people and to her god. Follow your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth 
replied: Do not persuade me to leave you or go back and not follow you. [1] For 
wherever you go, I will go, and [2] wherever you live, I will live; [3]your people will be 
my people, and [4] your God will be my God. 17 [5] Where you die, I will die, and [6] 
there I will be buried. May God punish me, and do so severely, if anything but death 
separates you and me. 18 When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined to go with her, 
she stopped trying to persuade her. HCSB                                                                 

How do the difficulties of life sharpen our faith in God?    Romans 5:3-5                       
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land. And a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his wife and his two 
sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife, Naomi; and the names of his two 
sons were Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. Now they entered the land of Moab and 
remained there. 3 Then Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left with her two sons. 4 They took 
for themselves Moabite women as wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. 
And they lived there about ten years. 5 Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died, and the woman was bereft of 
her two children and her husband.                                                                                       19 So they both went until they came to 
Bethlehem. And when they had come to Bethlehem, all the city was stirred because of them, and the 
women said, “Is this Naomi?” C21 I went out full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why do you 
call me Naomi, since the LORD has witnessed against me and the Almighty has afflicted me?” 
 
Route home--The probable location for the road leading back to the land of Judah was just north of the Dead 
Sea. See Map next page. Travelers would descend from the mountains of Moab in the region of Mount 
Nebo/Pisgah, enter the Jordan River Valley almost 1,300 feet below sea level, and then start the gradual 
ascent to Jericho at 740 feet below sea level. From Jericho, they would journey westward, ascending to 
approximately 2,500 feet near Jerusalem before turning south for the final five miles to Bethlehem. The trip 
was arduous and fraught with dangers (as revealed in the parable of the good Samaritan, Luke 10:26-37). 
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