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God can surprise us with those whom He chooses to bring about His purposes.   
Events since last week’s session passage (Ruth 1:18). First, Naomi and Ruth successfully 
completed their journey to Bethlehem.  Second, Ruth took the initiative to harvest some 
grain for Naomi (2:2-3), resulting in an encounter with the family relative, Boaz (2:8).           
Third, Boaz is described as a prominent man of noble character from Elimelech’s family 
(2:1). Boaz was a man devoted to the Lord (2:4, 12) and described as a “kinsman-redeemer” 
(2:20). In the most practical ways he demonstrated what it meant to love one’s neighbor as 
oneself (Mark 12:31) especially in the matter of caring for the most vulnerable members of 
society. (Luke 14:12-14; 12:33-34; Proverbs 21:13; 22:2; 28:27; 29:7; 31:8-9; Ezekiel 16:49; 
Matthew 6:24; Luke 10:30-37; 1 John 3:17; Jeremiah 22:16; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Psalms 41:1; 
82:3-4; 112:9; James 2:15-16; Hebrews 13:16)                                                                        
Fourth, Naomi instructed Ruth on how to arrange a private meeting with Boaz,   

I. INQUIRY (RUTH 3:8-9) 5 So Ruth said to her, “I will do everything you say.” 6 She 
went down to the threshing floor and did everything her mother-in-law had instructed 
her. 7 After Boaz ate, drank, and was in good spirits, he went to lie down at the end 
of the pile of barley. Then she went in secretly, uncovered his feet, and lay down. 
8 At midnight, Boaz was startled, turned over, and there lying at his feet was a 
woman! 9 So he asked, “Who are you?” “I am Ruth, your slave,” she replied. “Spread 
your cloak over me, for you are a family redeemer.”                                                               

II. INTEREST (RUTH 3:10-14) 10 Then he said, “May the LORD bless you, my 
daughter. You have shown more kindness now than before, because you have not 
pursued younger men, whether rich or poor. 11 Now don’t be afraid, my daughter. I 
will do for you whatever you say, since all the people in my town know that you are a 
woman of noble character. 12 Yes, it is true that I am a family redeemer, but there is a 
redeemer closer than I am. 13 Stay here tonight, and in the morning, if he wants to 
redeem you, that’s good. Let him redeem you. But if he doesn’t want to redeem you, 
as the LORD lives, I will. Now lie down until morning.”  14 So she lay at his feet until 
morning and rose before one could recognize another;                                              
a. What feelings do you Ruth experienced as you tried to sleep as she began to realize 
the Lord may be working things out in a positive way for her and Naomi? 
 

III. INHERITANCE (RUTH 4:13-17) 13 Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. 
When he was intimate with her, the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave 
birth to a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Praise the LORD, who has not left 
you without a family redeemer today. May his name become well known in Israel. 
15 He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. Indeed, your daughter-in-
law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” 
16 Naomi took the child, placed him on her lap, and took care of him. 17 The neighbor 
women said, “A son has been born to Naomi,” and they named him Obed. He was 
the father of Jesse, the father of David.                                                                                                                   



Matthew 1: 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father  Page 2 
of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the father of David the 
king.  

b. Do you have a keen awareness that God is bringing about His purposes in your life? 
c. Could you be surprised by how and whom He might use to do it?                                           
d. What miracles, divine appointments or tragedies are in the story of Ruth?  [page 3]                   

           Jesus Christ: Our Kinsman-Redeemer The kinsman-redeemer of the Old Testament 
foreshadows our kinsman-redeemer, Jesus Christ.                                                                                                                         
 Redemption is a key word which describes our salvation. Redemption is the payment 
of the price of sin by the sacrifice of Christ whereby He purchases the believer out of the 
slave market of sin and set him free. (Ephesians 1:7-8) Three things are necessary for the 
kinsman-redeemer to fulfill: [1] be related by blood. Jesus came as a man, [2] be able to pay 
the price. His own blood, [3] be willing to redeem. Jesus voluntarily gave His life. Mark 14:61-64 

e. Since Jesus is our Kinsman-Redeemer what are we to do for the lost?                                         

 

Summary/Application: 

1. The sovereignty of God is clearly seen in the story of Ruth. He guided her every step of the 
way to become His child and fulfill His plan for her to become an ancestor of Jesus Christ 
[Matthew 1:5]. We also have assurance that God has a plan for each of us. Just as Naomi 
and Ruth trusted Him to provide for them, we can also--all the time.  Will we?                                   
2. The sovereign God, Creator of the universe sees the world in virtual reality and is 
arranging events even within the permissive will of people to accomplish His purpose over 
centuries of time.  The prophecy in Daniel of 4 kingdoms; Babylon, Persia, Greek, Roman all 
came true from 600 BC to 500 AD is another example.                                                                                                     
3. In this story and scripture there is an indication of the believer's responsibility for the care 
of the poor. We have shifted this responsibility to the government with disastrous results. I 
wonder if God sees this as an unrighteous shifting of responsibility by believers.                                                                         
4. Consider this quote: "Let us begin the process by simply showing gospel warmth until 
that door of conversation opens. In other words, love people until they ask, “Why?”"     
"sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone 
who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness 
and reverence;" [1 Peter 3:15] How does this quote and verse relate to #3?                                                       
5. List some of the miracles or divine appointments in the story of your life. 
6. Memory Verses: Psalms 37:1, 7-8 1 Do not fret because of evildoers,…                                                      
7 Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret … 
8 Cease from anger and forsake wrath; Do not fret;…  
Matthew 11:29b learn from Me*, for I* am gentle and humble in heart. [*Jesus] 
7. God is at work in me to "be conformed to the image of His Son." [Romans 8:29b]. He will 
use [heat-tests, trials, afflictions, & trouble] or [rain-good things] as necessary to accomplish 
His purpose for me and future generations. [See Chart Page 4]                                                

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt 1.5
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even when people acted within God's permissive will and not His perfect will!  

1. The famine in Bethlehem that caused Elimelech and Naomi to move to Moab in God's 
permissive will. 
 
2. Marriage of sons to Moabite women in God's permissive will. 
 
3. Death of husband & sons and then Naomi hearing there was food in Bethlehem. 
 
4. Decision of Ruth to say "your God will be my God" and follow Naomi back home. 

5. Protection for Naomi and Ruth on the mountainous return home. 

6. God gave Moses instructions to set up a process for the reapers to leave gleanings in 
Leviticus 19:9-10 9 ‘Now when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the 
very corners of your field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest.  

7. Decision of Ruth to go and glean in the fields and then going to the field of Boaz.    

8. Positive reaction of Boaz to Ruth. Boaz was the son of Salmon and Rahab. Salmon, had 
married a non-Israelite woman Rahab. Rahab had assisted the Israelites in their conquest of 
Jericho; (see Joshua 6:25). Rahab is in the genealogy of Jesus. 
 
9. God gave Moses instructions to set up the process of kinsman-redeemer in Leviticus 25   
                                                                                                                                                    
10. Boaz was a prominent man of noble character and devoted to the Lord who was related, 
able and willing to be Kinsman-Redeemer. 
                                                                                                                                                   
11. The closer kinsman-redeemer was willing to redeem the family land, but declined to also 
marry Ruth. This allowed Boaz to be the kinsman-redeemer. 
 
12. Boaz married a non-Israelite woman, Ruth who is listed in the genealogy of Jesus.  
 
13. Ruth conceived after not having any children with the son of Naomi and even though 
Boaz was very old.  
 
14. Ruth 4: 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Praise the LORD, who has not left you without 
a family redeemer today. May his name become well known in Israel. 
 
15. Boaz and Ruth's great-grandson was David, he was Israel's greatest king and in the 
lineage of Jesus. He certainly fulfilled the statement by the women of Bethlehem. We are 
talking about Obed today over 3,000 years later. 
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scorching Heat of trouble or cool Rain of blessing based on whether they are Holy 
Spirit controlled [counter clockwise-green] reaping fruit---self-controlled believer or 
lost person [clockwise-red] reaping thorns. Either Heat or Rain may cause a change 
in direction. A person may go to the Cross and change or continue their direction.  

 
Chart from "How People Change" by Timothy Lane & Paul Tripp page 84. Modified by 
Henry Luke 8/30/2010 
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https://www.insight.org/resources/bible/the-historical-books/ruth 

The book was written from Naomi’s point of view. Every event related back to her: her 
husband’s and sons’ deaths, her daughters-in-law, her return to Bethlehem, her God, her 
relative, Boaz, her land to sell, and her descendents. Almost without peer in Scripture, this 
story views “God through the eyes of a woman.” 

Naomi has been compared to a female Job. She lost everything: home, husband, and 
sons—and even more than Job did—her livelihood. She joined the ranks of Israel’s lowest 
members: the poor and the widowed. She cried out in her grief and neglected to see the gift 
that God placed in her path—Ruth. 

Ruth herself embodied loyal love. The book reveals the extent of God’s grace—He 
accepted Ruth into His chosen people and honored her with a role in continuing the family 
line into which His appointed king, David, and later His Son, Jesus, would be born (Matthew 
1:1, 5). 

What's the big idea? 

Obedience in everyday life pleases God. When we reflect His character through our 
interactions with others, we bring glory to Him. Ruth’s sacrifice and hard work to provide 
for Naomi reflected God’s love. Boaz’s loyalty to his kinsman, Naomi’s husband, reflected 
God’s faithfulness. Naomi’s plan for Ruth’s future reflected selfless love. 

The book of Ruth showed the Israelites the blessings that obedience could bring. It 
showed them the loving, faithful nature of their God. This book demonstrates that God 
responds to His people’s cry. He practices what He preaches, so to speak. Watching Him 
provide for Naomi and Ruth, two widows with little prospects for a future, we learn 
that He cares for the outcasts of society just as He asks us to do (Jeremiah 22:16; James 
1:27). 

How do I apply this? 

The book of Ruth came along at a time of irresponsible living in Israel’s history and 
appropriately called the people back to a greater responsibility and faithfulness before 
God—even in difficult times. This call applies just as clearly to us today. 

We belong to a loving, faithful, and powerful God who has never failed to care and 
provide for His children. Like Ruth and Boaz, we are called to respond to that divine 
grace in faithful obedience, in spite of the godless culture in which we live. Are you 
willing? 

 

https://www.insight.org/resources/bible/the-historical-books/ruth
http://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Matt 1.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Matt 1.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Matthew 1.5
http://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Jer 22.16
http://biblia.com/bible/nlt/James 1.27
http://biblia.com/bible/nlt/James 1.27
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meaning “brother-in-law.” Levirate marriage takes place when a man dies with no male 
children. His brother (or another relative) is to marry the widow and father a son for the 
deceased brother. It is the practice of raising up a son for a deceased relative.                                           
 The purpose of the law is to raise a son for the dead brother. If a man dies without 
sons, in a sense he dies entirely. In the levirate marriage the first son born is considered to be 
the son of the dead brother. When this son grows up he will inherit the property of his 
deceased father. Now the Law was not compulsory. A brother or relative could choose not to 
fulfill his duty. If he did refuse, he would be encouraged to change his mind and if he still 
refused he would be shamed with the ceremony of the sandal and the spitting in the face. It 
was not compulsory to fulfill the levirate duty but it was disgraceful not to.  
The Goel (Kinsman-Redeemer)   “Kinsman-redeemer” is the translation of one Hebrew 
word: goel. The kinsman” is who the man is. He is a relative. The “redeemer” is what 
the man does. There are three basic things a kinsman-redeemer does.                                      
 i. Redemption of Property. Leviticus 25:25-28 The kinsman acts on behalf of an 
impoverished relative to purchase and return the land the poor man was forced to sell. He, the 
kinsman, redeems or buys back the land.                                                                                                 
 ii. Redemption of Person. Leviticus 25:47-55 Here we see that the kinsman redeems a 
relative who was forced to sell himself into slavery. He buys him out of slavery and sets him 
free.                                                                                                                                                         
 iii. Redemption of Blood. Numbers 35:16-21, 31 Here we see that the goel is an 
avenger. When a relative of his is murdered, as the kinsman-redeemer, he is to avenge the 
death. It is his duty as goel to protect the honor of the family and exact vengeance.  

Jesus Christ: Our Kinsman-Redeemer  The kinsman-redeemer of the Old Testament 
foreshadows our kinsman-redeemer, Jesus Christ.                                                                                                                         
 Redemption is a key word which describes our salvation. What is redemption? “The 
payment of the price of sin by the sacrifice of Christ whereby He purchased the believer out 
of the slave market of sin and set him free.” (Ephesians 1:7-8)  There are three things that are 
necessary for the kinsman-redeemer to fulfill if he is to redeem.                                                            
i. The Kinsman-Redeemer must be related by blood. The kinsman-redeemer is someone 
who is blood related. He is a part of the family. In Jesus, God became a man. He became 
related to us. He is God, but as our kinsman redeemer he is human. (John 1:14; Philippians 
2:5-8; Hebrews 2:14-15)                                                                                                              
ii. The Kinsman-Redeemer must be able to pay the price. The kinsman must have the 
required funds to be able to redeem the property or the person. He must have the necessary 
means. Jesus was able to redeem us from the slave market of sin because He was able to pay 
the price. That price was His own blood. (1 Peter 1:18-19)                                                                            
iii. The Kinsman-Redeemer must be willing to redeem. As we saw in the Deuteronomy 
law and in Ruth it is possible for the kinsman to refuse to redeem. So if someone is going to 
be redeemed it will require a willingness on the part of the kinsman. Jesus was not only able 
to redeem us by paying the price through His death, He was willing to do so. He voluntarily 
gave up His own life (Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45; John 10:15).  Source: 
http://www.danielakin.com/levirate-marriage-kinsman-redeemer/ 

http://www.danielakin.com/levirate-marriage-kinsman-redeemer/


As the second chapter of Ruth opens, harvest time had come to the promised land.     Page 7 
God had provided His people with food, just as the report Naomi had heard in the land of 
Moab indicated (1:6). The first grain harvest of the agricultural year, the barley harvest, was 
in full swing. An abundant food supply was available for the nation. However, there was still 
a problem for Naomi and Ruth: they had no money to purchase any of it. Thankfully, in the 
Law of Moses God had provided a remedy for their situation.                                                                                           
 The law prohibited farmers from harvesting all the crops in their fields, vineyards, and 
orchards. The edges of grain fields, as well as any grain dropped by the harvesters, had to be 
left for needy people to gather, a practice called gleaning (see Lev. 19:9-10). Even though 
Ruth was from Moab and had not been raised in the ways of Israel’s God, she had become a 
follower of the Lord and perhaps had learned from Naomi of God’s gracious provision for 
the poor.                                                                                                                                
 Since Naomi was apparently too old or disabled to gather grain, Ruth would go and 
gather leftover or dropped grain for both of them. For an unmarried and unprotected young 
woman from a foreign nation to go alone into the Israelite countryside—especially during the 
days of the judges—could invite trouble into her life. Field owners, farm hands, and even 
other gleaners who were Israelites might easily overpower her and treat her badly. Ruth 
might well have been subjected to that kind of abuse, except for one thing: God sovereignly 
watched over Ruth and caused her to gather grain in the field of Boaz [BOH az], “a 
prominent man of noble character” (2:1).                                                                                      
 Boaz stood out in Scripture as a man of character for several reasons. [1]his father, an 
Israelite named Salmon, had married a non-Israelite woman from Jericho named Rahab 
[RAY hab]. Rahab had assisted the Israelites in their conquest of Jericho; for her help, Rahab 
had been spared from destruction along with her family (see Josh. 6:25 However, Rahab the 
harlot and her father’s household and all she had, Joshua spared; and she has lived in the 
midst of Israel to this day, for she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. ). 
[2] Boaz treated his employees with respect and kindness (see Ruth 2:4 Now behold, Boaz 
came from Bethlehem and said to the reapers, “May the LORD be with you.” And they said to 
him, “May the LORD bless you.” ) [3] Boaz’s treatment of the non-Israelite woman Ruth 
represents the fullest account in Scripture of a man fulfilling divinely mandated laws 
regarding the proper treatment of a childless widow within a clan. Boaz’s acts of kindness 
toward Ruth began when the young Moabite widow needed it most—on her first day of 
working alone to gather leftover grain in Boaz’s field.                                                                                                                      
 Boaz had gone out from Bethlehem to check on the workers harvesting his barley. He 
noticed a stranger resting in a temporary hut at the side of his field and tried to find out who 
she was. When he learned that she was a Moabite who had left her country to help Naomi, 
the destitute widow in his clan, Boaz took a special interest in her and blessed her for her 
efforts (Ruth 2:12 May the LORD reward your work, and your wages be full from the LORD, 
the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.).  

As an expression of kindness and generosity, he allowed Ruth to drink the water and eat the 
food normally reserved for his workers. Furthermore, he provided her with protection and 
gave her some of the grain harvested by his workers (Ruth 2:8-11-13-15 8 Then Boaz said to 
Ruth, “Listen carefully, my daughter. Do not go to glean in another field; furthermore, do 
not go on from this one, but stay here with my maids. 9 Let your eyes be on the field which 
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you. When you are thirsty, go to the water jars and drink from what the servants draw.” 
10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground and said to him, “Why have I found favor 
in your sight that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?” 11 Boaz replied to 
her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law after the death of your husband has been 
fully reported to me, and how you left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, 
… 
13 Then she said, “I have found favor in your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me and 
indeed have spoken kindly to your maidservant, though I am not like one of your 
maidservants.” 
14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here, that you may eat of the bread and dip your 
piece of bread in the vinegar.” So she sat beside the reapers; and he served her roasted 
grain, and she ate and was satisfied and had some left. 15 When she rose to glean, Boaz 
commanded his servants, saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not insult 
her. ).  

Beyond all that, Boaz told Ruth to work only in his fields throughout the harvest season 
(Ruth 2:21 Then Ruth the Moabitess said, “Furthermore, he said to me, ‘You should stay 
close to my servants until they have finished all my harvest.’”), thus assuring her that she 
would be protected from any mistreatment at the hands of others. Through these actions 
Boaz was living out the ideals that were expressed in the Law of Moses. In the most 
practical ways he was demonstrating what it meant to love one’s neighbor as oneself 
(see Lev. 19:18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your 
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD. ), especially in the 
matter of caring for the most vulnerable members of society (see Exodus 22: 21 “You 
shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 22 You 
shall not afflict any widow or orphan.; Deut. 24:19-22 19 “When you reap your harvest in 
your field and have forgotten a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be 
for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow, in order that the LORD your God may bless 
you in all the work of your hands. 20 When you beat your olive tree, you shall not go over the 
boughs again; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow. 
21 “When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not go over it again; it shall be 
for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow. 22 You shall remember that you were a slave 
in the land of Egypt; therefore I am commanding you to do this thing. 

 ; 26:12 “When you have finished paying all the tithe of your increase in the third year, the 
year of tithing, then you shall give it to the Levite, to the stranger, to the orphan and to the 
widow, that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied.; 27:19 Cursed is he who distorts the 
justice due an alien, orphan, and widow.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’).                               
  
 




