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God molds His people into mature believers through acts of service to Him.  

Context- JUDGES 6-8 A study of  Judges reveals the basic truth that every victory was     
won by the Lord. The judges were the human instruments through whom God worked on 
behalf of His people.  

We saw in last week’s lesson that Barak refused to go into battle unless accompanied by 
Deborah (Judg. 4:8). Deborah consented, but God won the victory for Barak and Deborah. 
And the land was undisturbed for forty years. "Then the sons of Israel did what was evil in 
the sight of the LORD; and the LORD gave them into the hands of Midian seven years."  

Hordes of Midianites lay waste to the land, driving the Israelites into poverty, controlled 
Israel for 7 years and causing them to cry out to the Lord for help (6:1-10). 

Gideon displays a spirit of reluctance and fear. When God commissioned him to fight the 
Midianites, He was counseled not to be afraid when the Angel of the Lord appeared to him 
(6:23). 

We understand how Gideon begin to muster the courage to fight the Midianites from the 
story of how Gideon destroyed his father’s Baal altar and Asherah pole (6:25-26). He 
carried out God’s assigned task but did so at night because he was too afraid to do it in the 
daytime (6:27). He was beating out the wheat in a wine press. 

Gideon put out a fleece asking God to cover it with dew while the surrounding ground 
remained dry. God complied with Gideon’s request (6:36-38). But Gideon was not satisfied. 
He asked God to reverse the process, allowing dew to appear on the ground but not on the 
fleece. God acquiesced to Gideon’s request (6:39-40). We sometimes hear people talk about 
putting out the fleece to determine God's, but Gideon already knew God's will, he just was 
reluctant to do it. I would caution against the fleece or open door approach to finding 
God's will. Instead pursue Psalms 119:103 until you get an answer. Don't be impatient 
or place time limits on God. 

Later, he was too afraid to go to the Midianite camp unless accompanied by his servant 
(7:10-11). They went together and were greatly encouraged. The reduction of Gideon’s 
army from 32,000 men down to 300 was God’s way of teaching Gideon and Israel to rely 
on Him (7:1-8). Gideon's 300 warriors formed a triangle around the135,000 Midian army. 
They broke the pitchers hiding their lamps and then blew their trumpets. The Lord set the 
Midainites against other and then they fled.    

Two major themes guide our thinking about today's lesson. First, Gideon was a reluctant, 
fearful person who was the least likely to lead the Lord’s army.  Second, the Lord was the 
real Deliverer of Israel. The Lord was with Gideon (6:12,16), sending him to fight the 
Midianites (6:14). The Lord promised to preserve Gideon’s life (6:23), and “the Spirit of the 
Lord took control of Gideon” (6:34). The Lord promised to deliver Gideon and his 300 men 
(7:7). God instructed him to go into the Midianite camp because He had given it into 
Gideon’s hand. Gideon acknowledged the promised victory in worship (7:15). At the 



appropriate moment, the Lord set the Midianite soldiers against each other (7:22). Page 2 
Toward the end of his military campaigns, Gideon pronounced that the Lord would rule 
over His people (8:23) 

Today in the Bible God commands us to go: Matthew 28: 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you;  

And makes similar promises to us: Matthew 28:20 and lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age.”  John 14: 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to 
you. 27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 
you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. Luke 1:37 For nothing will be 
impossible with God. John 17:  22 The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, 
that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be 
perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as 
You have loved Me. Ephesians 3:20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty 
power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. NLT 

Am I a reluctant warrior for God?  What will it take to overcome my reluctant 
attitude? 

Summary/Application:                                                                                                                                   
1. Pray boldly that God will work in the government like He did with King Darius and 
King Cyrus during the time of Daniel. Darius made Daniel #2 in command and 
Cyrus allowed the Jews to return from Babylon to Jerusalem.                                                                                                      

2. Pray that all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ will be the human instruments of 
God’s victory.  For eight bold prayers see link below: 
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/02/03/opportunity-available-in-2017-and-beyond/ 

3. Joshua 1:8 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and 
night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you 
…succeed in all you do.  NLT                                                                                       
4. Memorize at least one verse of scripture every week and rehearse all scriptures 
memorized every other day or so. Pray scripture back to God.                                  

5. Pray that God will show you the part He has for you to be the human instruments 
of God’s victory. God can and will use a reluctant warrior!                                                                 

6. 1/29/2017  Dr Erwin Lutzer said ""Will you pray this prayer every morning before 
rolling out of bed;                                                                                                    
"God, may Your glory be revealed in my life today, if necessary at my expense.”"                         

7. Memory Verse of week: Jeremiah 32:17 "Lord GOD! Behold, You have made 
the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! 
Nothing is too difficult for You,” See my post on last week's powerful verse: 
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/01/31/what-is-possible-through-gods-mighty-power/ 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/02/03/opportunity-available-in-2017-and-beyond/
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/01/31/what-is-possible-through-gods-mighty-power/
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1] Don Register ask to have a Master Plan session on Sunday night for men. Afterwards 
Don ask to start a Monday Bible study at 6:00. After a few weeks this 6 person group start 
through One2Won Discipleship in August 2009.  This radically changed my life. 4 of those 
men became disciple-makers and I suppose nearly 100 men have pursued One2Won as a 
result. One of Joe Kirby's Timothies was Richard Stewart who has discipled many men, 
taught our class about 1/3 time since November 2013, goes to prison ministry 2 or 3 times a 
month and has been to Philippines on ministry trips 3 times with many 1,000's saved. 

2] Don Moore back in orchestra recently with a plastic trombone despite being in a neck 
brace 

3] John Marcum writing Jesus on Facebook when he cannot go to church. 

4] Teaching SS class and 5 couples divorced in one year with 4 wives demanding divorce. 
Led to taking a part of each SS lesson and teaching "If Only He Knew" in 1983.  Led to 
teaching that book on Sunday night with 400 men buying book. Ft Pierce Lady and couple 
who had another child. 

5] Read "Spirit Controlled Temperament" and God used chapters on anger and fear to take 
away my anger. K Henderson said after 2 weeks to our boss; what has happened to Henry? 

Gideon a fearful person was the least likely to lead the Lord’s army. The Lord was 
the real Deliverer of Israel, but Gideon reluctantly lead the 300.  

I. UNSURE AND UNTESTED- JUDGES 6:12-16 11 Then the angel of the LORD 
came and sat under the oak.. as.. Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press 
in order to save it from the Midianites. 12 The angel of the LORD appeared to him  
and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O valiant warrior.” 13 Then Gideon said to 
him, “O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And 
where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD 
bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the 
hand of Midian.” 14 The LORD looked at him and said, “Go in this your strength and 
deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?” 15 He said to Him, “O 
Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, and I 
am the youngest in my father’s house.” 16 But the LORD said to him, “Surely I will 
be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man.”                               

In what ways do our uncertainties or lack of experience lead us to doubt the very 
presence of God in our lives? 

 

 II. A FIRST STEP JUDGES- 6:25-27 25 Now on the same night the LORD said to 
him, “Take your father’s bull and a second bull seven years old, and pull down the 
altar of Baal which belongs to your father, and cut down the Asherah that is beside  
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an orderly manner, and take a second bull and offer a burnt offering with the wood 
of the Asherah which you shall cut down.” 27 Then Gideon took ten men of his 
servants and did as the LORD had spoken to him; and because he was too afraid of 
his father’s household and the men of the city to do it by day, he did it by night. 

III. A FATHER’S DEFENSE AND THE FLEECE- JUDGES 6:28-31 28 When the 
men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was torn down, 
and the Asherah which was beside it was cut down, and the second bull was 
offered on the altar which had been built. 29 They said to one another, “Who did 
this thing?” And when they searched about and inquired, they said, “Gideon the son 
of Joash did this thing.” 30 Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out your 
son, that he may die, for he has torn down the altar of Baal, and indeed, he has 
cut down the Asherah which was beside it.” 31 But Joash said to all who stood 
against him, “Will you contend for Baal, or will you deliver him? If he is a god, let 
him contend for himself, because someone has torn down his altar.”  

How has God drawn you closer to Himself by working in the lives of those around 
you?                                                                                                                                                                      

 

IV. ARMY REDUCED FROM 32,000 TO 300- Judges 7: 2 The LORD said to 
Gideon, “The people who are with you are too many for Me to give Midian into their 
hands, for Israel would become boastful 8 So the 300 men took the people’s 
provisions and their trumpets into their hands. [Midian had 135,000 warriors] 

V. ENCOURAGMENT 7: 9 Now the same night it came about that the LORD said to 
him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your hands. 10 But if 
you are afraid to go down, go with Purah your servant down to the camp, 13 When 
Gideon came, behold, a man was relating a dream to his friend. And he said, 
“Behold, I had a dream; a loaf of barley bread was tumbling into the camp of 
Midian, and it came to the tent and struck it so that it fell, and turned it upside down 
so that the tent lay flat.” 14 His friend replied, “This is nothing less than the sword of 
Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given Midian and all the camp 
into his hand.” 

VI. VICTORY-19 So Gideon…when they had just posted the watch; and they blew 
the trumpets and smashed the pitchers that were in their hands. 20 When the three 
companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers, they held the torches in their 
left hands and the trumpets in their right hands for blowing, and cried, “A sword for 
the LORD and for Gideon!” 21 Each stood in his place around the camp; and all the 
army ran, crying out as they fled. 22 When they blew 300 trumpets, the LORD set the 
sword of one against another even throughout the whole army; and the army fled 

                                                                                                                                                  


