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As the Son, Jesus reveals God’s glory to humanity. 

I. Testimony of the Father & affirmation of Moses and Elijah-- Matthew 17:1-6 1 
Six days later Jesus *took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and *led 
them up on a high mountain by themselves [28 to pray. 29 And while He was praying. 
Luke 9] 2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone a  like the sun, 
and His garments became as white as light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah b 

appeared to them, talking with Him.  [speaking of His departure which He was about 
to accomplish at Jerusalem. Luke 9:31] 4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us 
to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah. c” 5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This d is My beloved 
Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him d!” 6 When the disciples heard this, 
they fell face down to the ground and were terrified. Notes: a- Moses face glowed after 
being in the presence of God on Mount Sinai . [Exodus 34:29-30] b- Moses was the great 
lawgiver. Elijah, the foremost prophet was raptured instead of dying. c- Peter by offering to 
build 3 tabernacles made the same mistake people make today who say Jesus was one of the 
prophets. d- Christ is not equal to Moses and Elijah. God made clear by saying [1]"This is 
My beloved Son," God gave divine confirmation of the deity of Jesus. [2] God confirmed His 
delight in His Son. [3] This phrase added to Matthew 3:17; disciples are to "listen to Him"--
Jesus. How? From the word of God- Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 
[Psalms 119:105] So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. [Romans 
10:17 NKJV] 

II. Jesus touched them-- Matthew 17:7-9 7 And Jesus came to them and touched 
them and said, “Get up, and do not be afraid a.” 8 And lifting up their eyes, they saw 
no one except Jesus Himself alone. 9 As they were coming down from the mountain 
b, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man 
has risen from the dead.” c  Notes: a- God does not want His children to be terrified of 
Him. Reverential awe and righteous fear, but not terror. b- Wonder what they talked about 
coming down? c- Jesus continued to refer to Himself as the Son of Man, the term for the 
Messiah in Daniel 7:13-14. In His humanity He would lay down His life. In His divinity He 
would be raised from the dead. The purpose in the transfiguration was to confirm the deity of 
Jesus and His glory and to give the disciples additional evidence as they witnessed for Him 
after the resurrection. "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has 
made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified." [Acts 2:36] 

III. Lack of Humility-Matthew 18:1At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, 
Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven? Matt 20:21;Mark 9:33;10:35;Luke 22:24 
 The disciples ignored the evidence of His coming death and acted without 
humility. What part of His word am I ignoring? 

IV. The Example For Humility--A little Child or a New Believer of any age-- 
Matthew 18: 2 And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, 3 and said, 
“Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not 
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he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever receives one such child 
in My name receives Me;  6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe 
in Me to stumble b, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around 
his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. Notes: a- humbles himself as this 
child-- total dependence on God for salvation, pursuing holiness by grace, trust, openness, 
and eagerness to learn. b- cause to stumble by- Reckless Words: Proverbs 12:18 The words 
of the reckless pierce like swords, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. NIV; 
Grumbling and Complaining: Philippines 2:14  Do all things without grumbling or 
disputing; Falsehoods:  Proverbs 24:28 Do not be a witness against your neighbor without 
cause, And do not deceive with your lips;  Slander: 2 Timothy 3: 3 unloving, irreconcilable, 
malicious gossips, without self-control,… 4 … reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power…; 
Worthless talk: Ephesians 4:29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but 
only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it 
will give grace to those who hear; Matthew 12:36 But I tell you that every careless word 
that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.; Controlling 
Others; Breaking Your Word; Failing to Respect Authority--parents, police, government, 
supervisors, pastors; yet God says all of these have a responsibility to act with kindness and 
goodness--all to obey God's Word.; Forgetting the Golden Rule Matt. 7:12 In everything, 
treat people the same way you want them to treat you,; other words; actions; etc. 

V. Beware Being a Stumbling Block-- Matthew 18:  7 “Woe to the world because 
of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to 
that man through whom the stumbling block comes! 11 For the Son of Man has come 
to save that which was lost. 12 “What do you think? If any man has a hundred sheep, 
and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go and search for the one that is straying? 13 If it turns out that he 
finds it, truly I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine which 
have not gone astray. 14 So it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one 
of these little ones perish. Notes: v.14- John 10: 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and 
no one will snatch them out of My hand.                                                                    
Summary/Application: 1. Jesus is the Son of God the 2nd person of the Trinity; He is to be 
the Lord and Master of every believer's life. He was confirmed at His baptism, at the 
transfiguration, resurrection, ascension and by fulfillment of prophecy and miracles.                                                                                         
2. Believers are to listen to Him, obey Him and be a shining light on a hill for Him as His 
Ambassadors. We are not to be afraid.  What part of His word am I ignoring?                                                                                                                         
3. Woe to any person who becomes a stumbling block to one of His children [all believers].                                                                                           
4. It is not the will of God that any of His children should perish or be snatched from Him, 
but have eternal life.                                                                                                                    
5. Scripture to memorize: Matthew 17:5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with 
whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!” Matthew 12:36  But I tell you that every careless 
word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment. 



MacArthur Matt. 18:5 Whoever receives. See note on 10:41. one such child. This 
speaks not of literal children, but children in the sense described in 18:3–4 (those 
who have humbled themselves like children), i.e., true believers (v. 6). See notes on 
10:42 and 19:14. 

Matt. 18:6 millstone. A stone used for grinding grain. Lit., “the millstone of an ass”—a 
stone so large it took a donkey to turn it. 
Matt. 18:7 Woe to the world. It is expected that those in the world will cause 
Christians to be offended, stumble, and sin, and they will be judged for it. But it 
should not be that fellow believers lead others into sin, directly or indirectly. One 
would be better off dead. Cf. Rom. 14:13 19 21 15:2; 1 Cor. 8:13. 
Matt. 18:8–9 cut it off . . . throw it away. See note on 5:29. 
Matt. 18:10 do not despise. I.e., spurn or belittle another believer by treating him or 
her unkindly or indifferently. their angels. This does not suggest that each believer 
has a personal guardian angel. Rather, the pronoun is collective and refers to the 
fact that believers are served by angels in general. These angels are pictured 
“continually” watching the face of God so as to hear his command to them to help a 
believer when needed. It is extremely serious to treat any fellow believer with 
contempt since God and the holy angels are so concerned for their well-being. 
Matt. 18:14 perish. The word here can (and does in this context) refer to spiritual 
devastation rather than utter eternal destruction. This does not suggest that God’s 
children ever could perish in the ultimate sense (cf. John 10:28). 
 
Ryrie Matthew 18 
18:3 be converted = turn, an active and voluntary turning from sin. 
18:4 humble himself. The sense is "whoever humbles himself until he becomes as 
this little child-exhibiting trust, openness, and eagerness to learn." These are the 
childlike qualities that constitute greatness. 
18:6-7 offend = cause to stumble. I.e., leads into sin. offenses (v. 7) are occasions 
for stumbling or temptations to sin. millstone (v. 6). The milling of grain was done by 
grinding it between two stones, each about 18 in (46 cm) in diameter and 3-4 in (7.6-
10.2 cm) thick. The upper millstone was turned by a donkey walking in a circle. 
18:8 cut them off. See note on 5:29-30. 
18:10 their angels. Apparently children have guardian angels (Ps. 91:11; Acts 
12:15), as do all of God's people (Heb. 1:14). behold the face = are in the immediate 
presence. 
 
Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified  
God- Theos 

1. the Godhead, trinity 

a. God the Father, the first person in the trinity 

b. Christ, the second person of the trinity 



c. Holy Spirit, the third person in the trinity 

2. spoken of the only and true God 

a. refers to the things of God 

b. his counsels, interests, things due to him 
Lord-  Kurios 
he to whom a person or thing belongs, about which he has power of deciding; 
master, lord 

a. the possessor and disposer of a thing 

1. the owner; one who has control of the person, the master 
Christ = "anointed"  Christos 

1. Christ was the Messiah, the Son of God 

2. anointed 
Jesus = "Jehovah is salvation"  Iesous 

1. Jesus, the Son of God, the Saviour of mankind, God incarnate 
 
 
 
 

 
 


