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Jesus fulfilled the prophecies associated with Israel’s long-awaited King 

I. Death, Resurrection Foretold-- Matthew 20:17 As Jesus was about to go up to 
Jerusalem, He took the twelve disciples aside by themselves, and on the way He 
said to them, 18 “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will 
be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to 
death, 19 and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and 
crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised up.” [Jesus told His disciples that He 
was about to be killed and arise again: Matthew 16:21-23, 17:23; Mark 9:31-32, 8:31; Luke 
9:22 & 44; John 16:16-22, 18:20.] 

II. Be a Servant-- Matthew 20: 26 …whoever wishes to become great among you 
shall be your servant,… 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” [He set the example for us: "21 For you 
have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example 
for you to follow in His steps" 1 Peter 2:21-24] 

III. The Triumphal Entry: The King's Prerogative-- Matthew 21: 1 When they had 
approached Jerusalem and had come to…the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you 
will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me. 3 If 
anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and 
immediately he will send them. C ” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through 
the prophet: A 5 “SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, ‘BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, 
GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT B , THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF 
BURDEN.’” [A-Isaiah 62:11, Zechariah 9:9; see page 6 for 13 scriptures where "to fulfill what 
was spoken through the prophet" is referenced. Matthew was committed to proving that Jesus 
Christ the Son of God fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies. B- In His 1st coming Jesus 
came into Jerusalem riding a donkey's colt as a suffering servant, but in His 2nd coming in 
victory He will be riding …a white horse… Revelation 19:11; beautiful end to FBC Passion 
Play last year. C- Proves  the sovereignty of Jesus.] 

IV. The King's Celebration-- Matthew 21:  6 The disciples went and did just as 
Jesus had instructed them, D  7 and brought the donkey and the colt E, and laid their 
coats on them; and He sat on the coats. 8 Most of the crowd F spread their coats in 
the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the 
road. 9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, 
“Hosanna G to the Son of David; BLESSED H  IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE 
LORD; Hosanna in the highest!”  [D- If we are to be faithful disciples of King Jesus, we 
must yield our personal rights and submit in loving obedience to His direction. In His infinite 
knowledge and love, He knows and wants what is good and best for us. We can trust Him, 
and thus we can obey Him wholeheartedly. E-Mark 11:1,7; Luke 19:30,35 "a colt which no 
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The mother donkey may have been brought along to calm the colt. F- Luke’s Gospel 
suggests the nucleus of the crowd was the larger group of disciples (Luke 19:37 As soon as 
He was approaching,…the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a 
loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen). G- "Hosanna"-An exclamation, an 
appeal to God for deliverance or salvation, used in praise of God or Christ. Unfortunately 
even the disciples thought they needed deliverance from the Romans and not from their sin. 
They were focused on the 2nd coming not the 1st coming of Christ. H-Psalms 118:26 The 
crowd affirmed Jesus as the Son of David. However, they were seeking a political and 
military king, not a Suffering Savior.]                                                                                                                                                         

V. The People's Confusion-- Matthew 21: 10 When He had entered Jerusalem, all 
the city was stirred, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds I were saying, “This 
is the prophet J Jesus, from Nazareth K  in Galilee.” [I- Now large unbelieving crowds 
from the city joined the disciples. J- prophet, but not the Son Of God. K- They thought no 
good thing could come out of Nazareth. Nathaniel in John 1:46 ] 

How do we worship and praise God today? How do we make our prayers and/or worship 
God-centered and not self-centered?                                                                                          
Use Adoration/praise, Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication/petition/intercession! 
Praise motivates the other 3 kinds of prayer & worship.                                                           
As I Praise God's holiness, greatness, goodness, power and love the more I will recognize                           
--my own sin, confess my desperate need for forgiveness & a changed heart                                      
--the tremendous blessings I have to be thankful for                                                                             
--& the need to reorder my priorities to God's will, not mine in my petitions & intercessions. 

Summary/application: 1. To develop the habit of Adoration/praise of God I will begin with 
scripture from Psalms 146-150, the Lord's Prayer, Psalms 23, The 10 Commandments, etc.                                  
2. Since I tend to commit the same sins again I must not only Confess and repent, but find a 
way to change my heart so that over time my actions change. Tim Keller in his book "Prayer" 
p.217-220 suggests focusing on:                                                                                                      
Self-examination and Repentance.--- To find what I need to confess & repent I will compare 
my actions or omissions to lists in God's word such as: With diligence pursue these qualities 
[2 Peter 1:5-9]; Putting on the Fruit of the Spirit [Galatians 5:22-23a] & Putting off the deeds 
of the flesh [Galatians 5:19-21]; the Ten Commandments, etc. Here are 2 examples: 
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/11/07/with-diligence-through-grace-pursue-these-qualities-258/   
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/01/17/daily-challenge/                                                                                                                                                                      

3. To help me be thankful I will memorize scriptures about being thankful, make a list of 100 
things I have to be thankful for & use my list of divine appointments.                                         
4. I will keep a short prayer log for Petitions & intercessions in God's will & record answers.              
 
5. Scripture Memory: Romans 3:25-26 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in 
His blood...This was...26 so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus.  
 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/11/07/with-diligence-through-grace-pursue-these-qualities-258/
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/01/17/daily-challenge/
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 It is wrong, then, to conceive of confession as an arduous process of self-
whipping. The freeness of our forgiveness in Christ corrects that mistake. Yet it is 
just as wrong to take forgiveness lightly and to forget the cost of how it was obtained. 
Forgiving sin was the greatest problem that the just and holy God ever faced. Of 
course God is all-powerful and sovereign. However, all sins are like debts that must 
be paid. To forgive a debt means that you absorb the cost and bear the payment. 
Our great debt and sin against God required an infinite payment, and the only way 
God could forgive us was to bear it himself. Therefore, God the Father sent God the 
Son to take our punishment, who with the Father sent God the Spirit into our hearts 
to both show us and help us receive that costly forgiveness.                                           
 If you forget the costliness of sin, your prayers of confession and repentance 
will be shallow and trivial. They will neither honor God nor change your life. Many 
Christians routinely confess their sins. Yet most people do not find that their 
confessions change them. They usually go right back to the same bad patterns of 
attitude and behavior again and again.  
 Confessing our sins implies the forsaking of our sins. Confessing and forsaking 
must not be decoupled, yet most people confess—admit that what they did was 
wrong—without at the same time disowning the sin and turning their hearts against it 
in such a way that would weaken their ability to do it again. We must be inwardly 
grieved and appalled enough by a sin—even as we frame the whole process with 
the knowledge of our acceptance in Christ—that it loses its hold over us.  

 It is possible to merely assent that something is a sin without getting the new 
perspective on it and experiencing the new inward aversion to it that gives you the 
power and freedom to change. Put another way, there is a kind of repentance that is 
really self-pity. You may admit your sin, but you aren’t really sorry for the sin itself. 
You are sorry about the painful consequences to you. You want that pain to stop, so 
you end the behavior. It may be, however, that there hasn’t been any real inward 
alteration of the false beliefs and hopes, the inordinate desires, and the mistaken 
self-perceptions that caused the sin.                                                                                              

 Real repentance should have these two components—admitting and rejecting. 
We begin by admitting the sin for what it is, but then “secondly, we forsake it, 
rejecting and repudiating it. . . . [This is to] adopt a right attitude towards both God 
and the sin itself.” For a biblical example, look to the greatest of all the Psalms, in 
which David not only admits his sin but says, “Against you, you only, have I sinned” 
(Ps 51:4). He was not denying he had wronged human beings—of course he had. 
However, he was bringing himself to see that when he trampled on people, he was 
offending the God who had made them. Leviticus 6:2 shows the principle well when 
it says: “If anyone sins and is unfaithful to the Lord by deceiving a neighbor. . . .“ 
David was bringing his heart to see that “all sins are first and foremost a defiance of 
the holy laws of God.”                                                                                       
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First, there is simple honesty. “I acknowledged my sin to you” (v 5a). David says he 
“did not cover up my iniquity” (v. 5b). There are many ways to cover up our sin. We 
may justify or minimize it by blaming circumstances and other people. However, real 
repentance first admits sin as sin and takes full responsibility. True confession and 
repentance begins when blame shifting ends.  
 David does not stop here, however. He says, “Do not be like the horse or the 
mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they 
will not come to you” (v. 9). The mule does not love you enough to come to you just 
because you want it to come. It must be controlled through rewards and 
punishments. It will come only if you can make it worth its while. It will come only for 
its own sake, not for yours. David repents not like a mule—not just because 
circumstances have forced him to. He repents because he understands what sin is 
in the eyes of God, and in love wants to please his Lord. Just as real repentance 
begins only where blame shifting ends, so it also begins where self-pity ends, and 
we start to turn from our sin out of love for God rather than mere self-interest.  
 David does not grovel before a tyrant; he affirms that “the Lord’s unfailing love 
surrounds the one who trusts in him” (v. 10). This is a reference not to God’s love in 
general but to his promised, covenant, steadfast love. Christians, of course, have a 
far greater resource for grateful joy than David did. He knew the general promise of 
God to be faithful to us (Gen 15). We, however, know the infinite cost and depth of 
God’s faithfulness, because we see Jesus Christ dying on the cross for us.  
 David, then, not only admits his actions to sin, he finds the attitudes of the 
heart that led to the wrongdoing and loads them, as it were, with thoughts about 
God’s greatness and steadfast love until the motives for willfulness and selfishness 
begin to weaken and erode. He admits sin with the mind and forsakes sin with the 
heart.                                                                                                                                        
 It is only natural to ask, “But isn’t this ‘forsaking’ a kind of wallowing in guilt?” 
Aren’t we supposed to see ourselves as freely justified and loved children in God’s 
family? Yes, but to be a child of God is not only to rest secure in his love—it is also 
to want to please and resemble our Father. This means that when we sin, we will 
take every opportunity to seek God’s pardon for displeasing him, and we also will 
take pains to pursue hearts that will not displease him again so readily in the future. 
We won’t simply admit sin but will forsake it. But how do we do that?  
 Mortification is an old word for killing something. It is to weaken sin at the 
motivational level by meditating on God’s holiness and love in Christ, and other 
biblical doctrines, and then seeing our specific sin in their light. That process makes 
the sin itself look unattractive to us. We come to see its folly and evil in this true light 
and find ourselves more able to resist it in the future.  
 This can only happen, if we aim to move beyond seeing only the danger of 
sin—its consequences—and find ways to convince our hearts of the grievousness of 
sin—how it dishonors and grieves the one to whom we owe everything. If we think 
just of the danger and then confess, we will find that our repentance is self- oriented 
and we will end up returning to the same character flaws and patterns of wrongdoing 
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with “spiritually alive" thoughts about God and salvation that are poison to the sin 
habits. What are those thoughts?  
 John Owen brings out a remarkable range of doctrines to use on ourselves, to 
weaken sin’s hold on us. He urges us to think of the intimacy we now have with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, the justice of the Law, the costly sacrifice of Christ, the 
glory and majesty Of God, and the patience of the Lord toward us. He shows how 
we can meditate on each of these biblical truths in such a way that we find the fears, 
selfishness, pride, and willfulness within us diminishing, as fungus and mildew die 
under the warm rays of the sun. He does not give us a program template to be used 
by all. Instead, he calls us to learn the ways of our own hearts and to devise spiritual 
stories— ways of talking or even preaching to our own hearts, using biblical truths in 
ways that especially weaken our particular false beliefs and wrong attitudes. Owen 
gives us some remarkable speeches—clearly taken from his own prayer life—
showing vividly how “mortification" actually goes on in the heart. Owen’s model 
story's never say, "I must stop this or I’m going to be punished,” which nourishes the 
sell centeredness of sin even as you think you are repenting. Rather, they say things 
like “How can I treat Jesus like this—who died so I would I never be punished? Is 
this how I treat the one who has brought me into this unconditionally loved state? Is 
this how I treat him after all he’s done? Will I fail to forgive when he died to forgive 
me? Will I be anxious over the loss of money when he gave himself to be my 
security and true wealth? Will I nurse my pride when he emptied himself of his own 
glory to save me?”  
 While Owen shows that it is possible to weaken sin by meditating on a great 
variety of biblical doctrines, he privileges the truths at the heart of the gospel. He 
says efforts to stop sin that come from "convictions from the law" will only 
temporarily stop "particular sins," but those who seek to weaken    
sin “by the spirit of the gospel” will change the whole person—mind, will, and 
affections. Mortification arising from only the convictions of the law--that is from a 
belief that we can save ourselves through our own efforts--cannot really change a 
sinful heart. It can only squelch behavior temporarily through external pressure. It is 
the truths of the gospel-- the dying love of Jesus, his unconditional commitment to 
us, his costly  sacrifice, our adoption into God’s family—that make the sin itself 
hateful in our eyes.  
 This God-centered way of confessing and forsaking sin is a powerful 
instrument of change. Fear of consequences changes behavior through external 
coercion—the inner impulses remain. However, a desire to please and honor the 
one who saved you and who is worthy of all praise—that changes you from the 
inside out.  

Pages 211-217 from "Prayer" by Tim Keller. I recommend reading this book if you 
are interested in having a stronger prayer life. 
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#1--Matthew 1: 22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: 23 (S) “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH (T) CHILD AND SHALL BEAR 
A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” which translated means, “(U) GOD 
WITH US.” [ (S) Isaiah 7:14; (T)Isaiah9:6-7, (U) Isaiah 8:10] 

#2--Matthew 2: 15 He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON.” 

#3--Matthew 2: 17 Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was 
fulfilled: 18 “A VOICE WAS HEARD IN RAMAH, WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING, RACHEL 
WEEPING FOR HER CHILDREN; AND SHE REFUSED TO BE COMFORTED, BECAUSE THEY WERE 
NO MORE.” 

#4--Matthew 2: 23 and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill 
what was spoken through the prophets: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

#5--Matthew 4: 14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 
15 “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND 
THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES— 16 “THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN 
DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW 
OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.” [Isaiah 9:1-2, 60:1-3] 

#6--Matthew 8: 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 
“(R)HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES.”  [ R Isaiah 53:4] 

#7--Matthew 12: 15 But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. Many followed 
Him, and (N)He healed them all, 16 and (O)warned them not to tell who He was. 17 This 
was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 18 “(P)BEHOLD, MY SERVANT 
WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN; (Q)MY BELOVED IN WHOM MY SOUL is WELL-PLEASED; (R)I WILL PUT 
MY SPIRIT UPON HIM, (S)AND HE SHALL PROCLAIM JUSTICE TO THE GENTILES. 19 “(T)HE WILL 
NOT QUARREL, NOR CRY OUT; NOR WILL ANYONE HEAR HIS VOICE IN THE STREETS. 20 “(U)A 
BATTERED REED HE WILL NOT BREAK OFF, AND A SMOLDERING WICK HE WILL NOT PUT OUT, 
UNTIL HE LEADS JUSTICE TO VICTORY. 21 “(V)AND IN HIS NAME THE GENTILES WILL HOPE.”  

#8--Matthew 13:  14 In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 
‘(J)YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT 
WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 15 (K)FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR 
EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, OTHERWISE THEY WOULD 
SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND 
RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM." 

#9--Matthew 13: 34 All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, and He 
did not speak to them without a parable.35 This was to fulfill what was spoken 
through the prophet: “(AC)I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN PARABLES; I WILL UTTER THINGS 
HIDDEN SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD.” [ (AC) Psalms 78:2] 
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prophet: 5 “(D)SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, ‘BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, 
GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN.’” 
[Isaiah 62:11, Zechariah 9:9] 

#11--Matthew 26: 54 How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must 
happen this way?” 55 At that time Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with 
swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I used to 
sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me. 56 But all this has taken place to 
fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets.” Then all the disciples left Him and fled. 

#12--Matthew 27: 9 Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was 
fulfilled: “(J)AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE 
PRICE HAD BEEN SET by the sons of Israel; 10 (K) AND THEY GAVE THEM FOR THE POTTER’S 
FIELD, AS THE LORD DIRECTED ME.” [(J) Zechariah 11:12, (K) Zechariah 11:13] 

#13--Matthew 27: 34 (AP) they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after 
tasting it, He was unwilling to drink.35 Then they crucified Him, and divided His 
garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: 
(AR) “They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.” 
NKJV [(AP ) Psalms 69:21; (AR) Psalms 22:16-18] 

Jesus also quoted from the Old Testament as recorded by Matthew: 

Matthew 21:13 And He said to them, “It is written, ‘(N)MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A 
HOUSE OF PRAYER’; but you are making it a (O)ROBBERS’ DEN.”… 16  and said to Him, 
“Do You hear what these children are saying?” And Jesus *said to them, “Yes; have 
you never read, ‘(R)OUT OF THE MOUTH OF INFANTS AND NURSING BABIES YOU HAVE 
PREPARED PRAISE FOR YOURSELF’?” [N- Isaiah 56:7, O- Jeremiah 7:11, R- Psalms 8:2] 
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