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Jesus is the Christ the Son of God  to whom all of Scripture points.  
I. Jesus Christ returns as a victorious Warrior! Daniel 7: 13 “I kept looking in the 
night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man b was 
coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days a And was presented before Him. 
14 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, 
nations and men of every language Might serve c Him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will 
not be destroyed. a- God; b- "Son of Man" --Jesus; is used 82 times in the NT. c- worship 

II. MISUNDERSTOOD IDENTITY (MATTHEW 16:13-14) 13 When Jesus came to the 
region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, “Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
Think about the people in my life—family, friends, and coworkers. What are some of 
their opinions about Jesus? Why do they have those opinions? 

III. TRUE IDENTITY (MATTHEW 16:15-16) 15 “But you,” He asked them, “who do 
you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah a, the Son of the 
living God!” Notes: a- the Christ;  What evidence can I point to in Scripture that affirms 
Peter’s declaration?  [See page 4] 

IV. NEW IDENTITY (MATTHEW 16:17-20) 17 And Jesus responded, “Simon son of 
Jonah, you are blessed because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My 
Father in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter a, and on this rock b I will 
build My church, and the forces of Hades will not overpower it. 19 I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven c, and whatever you bind on earth is already bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth is already loosed in heaven. d ” 20 And He 
gave the disciples orders to tell no one that He was the Messiah.  

Notes: a- stone, believers are all living stones [1 Peter 2:5]; b- large rock, Jesus 
Christ is the foundation rock on which the church is built. [1 Corinthians 3:11; 
Ephesians 1:22; Ephesians 2:20; Colossians 1:18];                                                   
c- We use keys to open doors. Peter was given the privilege of opening "the door of 
faith" to the Jews at Pentecost [Acts 2], to the Samaritans [Acts 8:14]; and to the 
Gentiles [Acts 10] and Paul had the same privilege for the Gentiles outside of 
Palestine [Acts 14:27], disciples today have the same opportunity [Matt. 28:18-20]; 
d- Jesus did not say that God would obey what they did on earth, but that they 
should do on earth what God has already willed. The church does not get man's will 
done in heaven; it obeys God's will on earth. [Matthew 6:10] 
How do I see my role in the triumphant church of Jesus Christ?  
IV. CROSS IDENTITY (MATTHEW 16:21-28) 21 From then on Jesus began to point 
out to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the 
elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be raised the third day. 22 Then Peter 



took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, “Oh no, Lord! This will never          Page 2           
happen to You!” 23 But He turned and told Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an 
offense to Me because you’re not thinking about God’s concerns, but man’s.” 
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples aa, “If anyone wants to come with Me, he must 
deny himself a, take up his cross b, and follow Me c. 25 For whoever wants to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of Me will find it. 26 What will it 
benefit a man if he gains the whole world yet loses his life? Or what will a man give 
in exchange for his life? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with His angels d in 
the glory of His Father e, and then He will reward each according to what he has 
done f. 28 I assure you: There are some standing here who will not taste death until 
they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” g 

aa- Worship--grace, scripture study, meditation & prayer--individual & corporate available 
for obeying commands of v. 24b.     Psalms 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a 
light to my path. 1 Corinthians 2: 12 Now we have received… the Spirit who is from God, 
that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.; 16 …we have the 
mind of Christ. 2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything required for life and 
godliness  through the knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness. 
HCSB; 1 Peter 1:8 You love Him even though you have never seen Him. Though you do not 
see Him now, you trust Him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.  NLT                                                                       

a- deny self-- We cannot follow Jesus and maintain our own agenda. b- The cross was an 
instrument of death. The metaphor means we must die to self and live with Christ as Lord. c- 
To follow Jesus means to accept Him, His will, and His ways as our own. d- not only the fact 
that the angels will accompany His return but also that they are His angels.  e- asserting God 
as His Father was same as claiming to be God. f- Jesus will reward each person. Believers 
will receive crowns and give them back to Jesus in worship. [Rev. 4:10-11], those who 
rejected Jesus Christ will be thrown into the lake of fire forever [Rev. 20:11-15]. g- Mount of 
Transfiguration [Matthew 17:1-13] 

Why do believers refuse to follow Jesus merely to maintain their worldly lifestyles? 

Summary/Application: See page 3 for Example of Denying Self; Queen Lady Jane Grey                                                                                                   
1. Jesus is the Son of God and on the cross exhausted [propitiated] the wrath of God for all 
the sin of all the 20+ billion of people who will ever live on earth.  Have I accepted His free 
gift of salvation by grace through faith?  Do I preach this gospel to myself every day to 
reaffirm my commitment to God as a response of love and gratitude?                                             
2. Am I worshipping Triune God and pursuing holiness with all my strength and His grace?                                                                   
3. Romans 10:9  "if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart 
that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.";  Is Jesus my Master? Am I filled 
with the Spirit? Am I praying to God in the name of Jesus?                                                                                                                               
4. Consider this week: If I had to appear before a Judge what evidence would I present of my 
denying myself, taking up my cross, and following Jesus? See notes aa-f for verse 24 above.                                                                                                                       
5. Scripture Memory verse: Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone 
wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  
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Queen of England & her beheading                                                                                                          
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/03/02/the-9-day-reign-of-lady-jane-grey-as-
queen-of-england-her-beheading/ 
 
Fecknam was John Howman (c. 1515-1584), a member of the Benedictine Order of 
Roman Catholic monks. He had been born in the town of Feckingham in the county 
of Worcester, and it was customary at the time for monks to drop their family 
surname and to use instead only their forename and the name of the town where 
they had been born—thus “John de (or “of”) Feckenham.” 

At the time of Jane’s execution in February 1554, Feckenham was one of Queen 
Mary’s personal chaplains and confessors. He was, in effect, one of the Queen’s 
personal spiritual advisers. He famously convinced Mary to allow him to attempt to 
convert Jane to Roman Catholicism over the course of three days before the 
execution, and to have engaged in a semi-public debate with Jane on theological 
issues. Their debate was witnessed and transcribed and published shortly after 
Jane’s death, becoming known as the Feckenham Debate. 

What did she say in her final speech? Here are her words: 

Good people, I am come hither to die, and by a law I am condemned to the 
same…..I pray you all, good Christian people, to bear me witness that I die a true 
Christian woman, and that I do look to be saved by no other mean, but only by the 
mercy of God, in the blood of his only Son Jesus Christ: and I confess, that when I 
did know the word of God, I neglected the same, loved myself and the world; and 
therefore this plague and punishment is happily and worthily happened unto me for 
my sins; and yet I thank God, that of his goodness he hath thus given me a time and 
respite to repent. And now, good people, while I am alive, I pray you assist me with 
your prayers. 

She then knelt and asked the audience to recite along with her as she spoke the 
words of Psalm 51,  which begins, “Have mercy upon me, O God.” Following her 
recitation of Psalm 51, Jane stood again to make final preparations to meet the axe. 

Background: Matthew’s primary purposes was to demonstrate to the Jewish people that Jesus 
was the Messiah. He showed how each group of people had missed this truth. The masses 
focused on how Jesus’ miracles benefited their physical needs (14:34-36; 15:21-39). The 
disciples were more concerned with what the implications of Jesus’ miraculous deeds meant 
for them in a future kingdom. The religious leaders worried about Jesus’ challenge of their 
tradition and authority. From the king down, people did not understand they were dealing 
with God’s Anointed One. Jesus death, burial and resurrection proven by 1 Cor. 15:1-8.  
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We do not need to seek after external signs to validate Jesus’ divinity. His identity    Page 4 
as God the Son has been established not merely by His supernatural acts, but by prophecy. 
See below from One2Won for Women, Session 8, pages 44-45.  
http://www.fbcjax.com/files/uploads/One2Won-forWomen-Book1.pdf 

Evidence in Scripture that affirms Peter’s declaration, Matthew 16:16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah , the Son of the living God!” 
 

Jesus, Son of God, Messiah, Prince of Peace, God Incarnate and Everlasting King is the most 
trusted, followed, written about, read about, talked about, loved, worshipped and powerful 
figure in human history.  

With prophecies starting more than 1,500 years before His birth and continuing to 400 years 
before His birth, 300 prophetic details foretold His arrival, life and death with uncanny 
accuracy.  

It has been mathematically calculated that the odds of any other man fulfilling a mere 48 of 
these 300 prophetic details in his life would be the same odds that you could blindfold 
yourself and wade through a field of silver dollars stacked one feet deep across the state of 
Texas and pick up a predetermined certain silver dollar on the first attempt.  

Just to name a few…  

Born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14)                                                                                                    
Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)                                                                                                 
Betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12)                                                                             
Presented as king on a donkey (Zechariah 9:9)                                                                           
Buried in a rich man’s tomb (Isaiah 53:9)                                                                           
Bones not broken (Psalm 34:20)                                                                                           
Seed of Abraham (Genesis 22:18)                                                                                                  
Son of Isaac (Genesis 21:12)                                                                                                             
Would bruise Satan on the head (Genesis 3:15)                                                                               
Would be scourged (Isaiah 53:5)                                                                                                     
Beaten beyond recognition (Isaiah 53:4)  

Perhaps the most inexplicable prophecy of Jesus’ earthly mission is in Psalm 22, written by 
David 1,000 years before Jesus’ birth and 800 years before the Assyrians even invented the 
hedonist death of a man by crucifixion. Excerpts from Psalm 22 sound more historical than 
prophetical:   

“My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? Far from my deliverance are the words of 
my groaning…My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue cleaves to my jaws; 
and You lay me in the dust of death. For dogs have surrounded me; a band of evildoers has 
encompassed me; they pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones. They look, 
they stare at me; they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
(Psalm 22:1, 15-18) 
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