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Jesus is central in God’s plan of redemption.            
 
1 Peter 1:8 You love Him even though you have never seen Him. Though you do 
not see Him now, you trust Him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible 
joy.  NLT  Henry Luke's 2 car wrecks in last 3 weeks and reaction to this 
memory verse I have been mediating on for several weeks. I have given up 
driving voluntarily and am thankful despite the circumstances. I am thankful 
there were no injuries to anyone despite 5 cars being damaged. Here is link to 
my meditations: https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/03/14/a-life-of-glorious-inexpressible-joy/ 
 
Acts 1:8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
even to the remotest part of the earth.”  
Not many people had heard of Morgan Williams until the girls Elite 8 NCAA 2017 
Tournament. She had a game for the ages against Baylor as Mississippi State beat 
Baylor in overtime and a shot for the ages against UConn girls 3/31/2017 that won 
the game in overtime. She credited the Baylor victory to motivation from her 
deceased stepdad who constantly told her don't let tell anyone you a 5'-5" girl can't 
play major college basketball. I thought of Acts 1:8 and the power Jesus promised 
when we receive the Holy Spirit. This is a greater stimulation for me? Here's 
Morgan's story: https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/04/01/4149/ 
 
I. The Son Sent-- Matthew 21:33-37 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a 
landowner who (AE)PLANTED A VINEYARD AND PUT A WALL AROUND IT AND DUG A WINE 
PRESS IN IT, AND BUILT A TOWER, and rented it out to vine-growers and went on a 
journey.  
34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his slaves to the vine-growers to 
receive his produce. 35 The vine-growers took his slaves and beat one, and killed 
another, and stoned a third. 36 Again he sent another group of slaves larger than the 
first; and they did the same thing to them.  
37 But afterward he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’  
 

(AE)Isaiah 5:1-2; God planted Israel in the promised land 1402 BC, they constantly went 
through cycles of "rest, rebellion, repentance & restoration". Finally Samaria fell to Assyria 
in 722 BC & destruction of Jerusalem,, 586 BC, Babylonian Captivity. 70 years later some 
Jews returned to Israel, but remained in subjection to other nations until May 1948. The 
slaves represent prophets sent to receive the fruit of Israel as stewards and to warn Israel. 
Finally in 4 BC God sent Jesus. Timelines here: 
http://alwaysbeready.com/images/stories/alwaysbeready/Timeline%20of%20Biblical%20History,%208.5%20x%2011.pdf 
 
What reactions do all people have now to God’s ongoing call to repentance through His 
preachers, witness's, His Word, and His Son?  
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II. The Son Rejected-- Matthew 21:38-39 38 But when the vine-growers        Page 2            
saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 
seize his inheritance.’ 39 They took him, and threw him out of the vineyard (A) and 
killed him.             (A) Jerusalem. 
 
In what ways do the hearts of these tenant farmers reflect the response many people 
today have toward Christ? 
 
III. The Son Vindicated-- Matthew 21:40-45 40 Therefore when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-growers?” 41 They *said to Him, “He 
will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard to other 
vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons.”                                  
His persecutors indicted and convicted themselves.  
42 Jesus *said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures,                                    
(AK)THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone; 
THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE LORD, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES’?                                        
(AK) Psalms 118:22-29, Isaiah 28:16                                                                                                             
43 Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 
to a people, producing the fruit of it. 44 And (AL)he who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.” (AL)Isaiah 8:14-15.  
Warren Wiersbe said: "Those who would attack this stone, Jesus, would be pulverized; those whom Christ 
judges will be crushed to bits."                                                                                                                    
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they understood that 
He was speaking about them. 46 When they sought to seize Him, they feared the 
people, because they considered Him to be a prophet.  

Should anyone reasonably expect God to overlook rejection of His Son when we stand 
before His judgment seat? Do we ever apply the challenging sermons our preachers are 
preaching to our own lives or are they always for the other crowd? 

Christianities growth to 350 AD from "The Rise of Christianity" by Rodney Stark. 
Possibilities for a miracle from God today encourage me. See link below. 
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/04/02/5-reasons-christianity-increased-to-56-of-world-population-by-350-ad/ 

Summary/application: 1. What positive or negative part am I contributing in the decline of 
Christianity in our city, state, nation & world?                                                                                                                                 
2. I will be ready at all times to share the gospel truth, because it is the gospel that changes 
lives. I will let this process begin by simply showing gospel warmth to everyone I meet until 
that door of conversation opens. In other words, love people until they ask, “Why?” or a door 
is opened as a result of my questions and listening.                                                                                 
3. My morning prayer "O God, may your glory be revealed in me today, at my expense". 
4. I will love God and others and be generous in providing care for those in need emotionally, 
materially or spiritually.                                                                                                                      
5. This verse stimulated me this week: Memory Verse: Matthew 21:43 Therefore I say to 
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the 
fruit of it. 
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