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Jesus will return at the end of time, so preparations must be made.                                  
1. Why does Jesus refer to "fig tree" & "this generation" about His second coming? 
I. Be AWARE OF SIGNS OF THE RETURN OF JESUS-- MATTHEW 24:32-35 
15 “Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION AA which was spoken of 
through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place. 32 “Now learn the parable from 
the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near;33 so, you too, when you see all these 
things,A recognize that He is near, right at the door. 34 Truly I say to 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 35 Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. AA- This occurs at the 
midpoint of the tribulation as described here: Daniel 9:27, 11:31, 12:11; A- signs in vv.15-28 
that will precede 2nd coming of Jesus in vv.29-30.  
II. BE REMINDED-- MATTHEW 24:36-41 36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, 
not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 37 For the coming 
of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38 For as in those days before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day that Noah entered the ark B, 39 and they did not understand until the flood came 
and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then there will 
be two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.41 Two women will 
be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left.  B- Noah witnessed to all 
who listened until he entered the ark. The ark only salvation then and Jesus now! John 14:6,                                                     
Hebrews 11:7 [The Rapture 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 pictured below]  

  

2. What are some practical ways we can ready ourselves for Christ’s second coming?       
III. BE ALERT-- MATTHEW 24:42-44 42 “Therefore be on the alert, for you do not 
know which day your Lord is coming. 43 But be sure of this, that if the head of the 
house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have 
been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 44 For this 
reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man C is coming at an hour when 
you do not think He will.  C- Jesus Christ, Daniel 7:13 
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 IV. BE FAITHFUL-- MATTHEW 24:45-47 45 “Who then is the faithful and  sensible 
slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the 
proper time? 46 Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he 
comes. 47 Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his possessions.  D             

D- giving him greater responsibilities similar to Joseph in Genesis 41:41-42                                                                                                              
4. The level of intimacy one has with Christ is reflected in how much one prepares for 
His return.  [Parable of Ten Virgins waiting to meet the bridegroom. Matthew 25:1-13] 

5. What gifts have you been given, financially or other things, that you can use to 
steward well for the kingdom of God? How is your level of anticipation for the coming 
Master in proportion to how much you give of yourself to His will? 

V. BE WARNED-- MATTHEW 24:48-51 48 But if that evil slave says in his heart, 
‘My master is not coming for a long time,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow slaves and 
eat and drink with drunkards; 50 the master of that slave will come on a day when he 
does not expect him and at an hour which he does not know, 51 and will cut him in 
pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.                                                                                                        
6. Are you ready if He came for you this afternoon? 

Summary/Application:                                                                                                      
1. Thank Jesus for giving clues to His followers in anticipation of His return. Ask the Lord to 
guide you as you live in the will of God today and the future. Matthew 6:10 
 
2. Ask the Lord to prepare your heart for His return. Repent for when you have not obeyed 
His Word and, thus, have not anticipated His second coming. 1 John 1:9 
 
3. Praise Jesus for being a good and intimate bridegroom. Matt. 9:15, Revel. 19:7; 22:17                                                                                     
Ask Him to show you ways you can ready yourself for His second coming.  1 John 5:3 
 
4. God entrusted you with His resources to steward by His grace.  Ask God to give you a new 
understanding of your entrusted resources and the encouragement to use His resources for 
His honor and glory by His grace.  2 Corinthians 9:6-8                                                                                                                  
5. Praise Christ for His love and grace for salvation. Thank Him for what He did for you on 
the cross. In gratitude, ask that His love and grace be the driving force of your good deeds for 
others. 1 Peter 2:12 
6. Scripture Memory-- Matthew 24:42 Therefore be on the alert, for you do not 
know which day your Lord is coming.                                                                                                  
Matthew 25:35-36,40 … 35 For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I 
was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited 
Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, 
and you came to Me.’ …40 Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of 
these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ 
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but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on 
the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete 
destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.” 11: 
31 Forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the 
regular sacrifice. And they will set up the abomination of desolation. 12: 11 From the 
time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set 
up, there will be 1,290 days. 
 
Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in 
reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he 
condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according 
to faith. 
Matthew 24:15-28 see bible 
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
comes to the Father but through Me 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with 
the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
Daniel 7:13 I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of 
heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days 
And was presented before Him. 
Matthew 25:1-13 see bible,  Genesis 41:39-42 see Bible 
Matthew 6:10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in 
heaven. NKJV 
 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His 
commandments are not burdensome.  
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must do just as he 
has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always 
having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good 
deed; 
 
1 Peter 2:12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in 
which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as 
they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 


