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Following Jesus demands loyalty in the face of risk. God is worthy of our loyalty! 
 
I. AFFIRMED BY SCRIPTURE (MATT. 26:63-64) Matthew 26: 63 But Jesus kept 
silent. A And the high priest said to Him, “I adjure You by the living God, that You tell 
us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus *said to him, “You have 
said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, [I am andAA] hereafter you will see THE SON OF 
MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, B and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN. C ” 

A-Written 730 BC--Isaiah 53:4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He 
carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.; 5 But He 
was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The 
chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 
6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD 
has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is 
silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth. 10 But the LORD was pleased To 
crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering,…                    

AA-Mark 14:62; 
B- Written 1000 BC-- Psalms 110:1 The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand Until 
I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” The One being judged would one day 
become the One with all power to judge the world [Acts 10:42; 2 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 
11:18] 
C- Written about 550 BC-- Daniel 7:13 “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, 
with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, [Also see Acts 1:9-11] 
How does Jesus’ fulfillment of some 300 prophecies in Scripture encourage you to 
remain loyal to Him even in difficult circumstances? 

II. DENIED BY HIS OPPONENTS (MATT. 26:65-68) 65 Then the high priest tore his 
robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What further need do we have of witnesses? 
Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy; 66 what do you think?” They answered, 
“He deserves death!” 67 Then they spat in His face and beat Him with their fists; and 
others slapped Him, 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, You Christ; who is the one who hit 
You?” 

The crowd’s actions revealed several problems. First, religious leaders should have known 
and upheld the teachings of Scripture, but instead they set aside the Word of God to achieve 
their own desires. Second, they misapplied prophecy. Third, they disbelieved Jesus’ as 
Messiah, using His words to mock Him. People today may doubt Jesus’ claims, dishonor His 
name, and detest His mission. Yet one’s denial of Jesus’ identity does not change the fact of 
who He is.  

How is one’s spiritual condition revealed by one’s attitudes and actions related to 
Jesus? 
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sitting outside in the courtyard D,                                                                                              
and a servant-girl came to him and said, “You too were with Jesus the Galilean.”                                                                                  
70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you are talking 
about.”                                                                                                                                   
71 When he had gone out to the gateway, another servant-girl saw him and *said to 
those who were there, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 And again he 
denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.”                                                                           
73 A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Surely you too are one of 
them; for even the way you talk gives you away.”  74 Then he began to curse and 
swear E, “I do not know the man!”                                                                                      
And immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the word which Jesus 
had said, “Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” And he went out 
and wept bitterly.F 
D- See John 18:15-16; E- Peter used an expletive followed by calling on God to condemn 
him if he lied.                                                                                                                            
F- Peter remembered Jesus’ words earlier that night. In response to Peter’s bold declaration 
of loyalty, Jesus had warned that Peter would deny Him three times before the rooster 
crowed. Peter bragged that he would die for Jesus, but in the past few hours he had failed to 
watch with Jesus in an hour of prayer, he had fled in fear at Jesus’ arrest, and he had fearfully 
denied even knowing Jesus. After the first and second denial, Peter should have recognized 
what was happening. But only after the rooster crowed did Jesus’ words come back to haunt 
him. At this point, Jesus looked at Peter (Luke 22:61). Peter fled again into the darkness. 
After the resurrection he would be restored, but this night was one of shame and remorse. 
 
What pressures could cause a person to hide his or her Christian beliefs?  
 
Summary/Application: 1. In the last 116 years maybe more Christians have been killed 
than since the time of Christ. Be ready for persecution, rejection & maybe death.                                            
2. Daily deny self, take up your cross [be prepared for rejection & death] and follow Jesus.            
3.  God's character as exhibited by His attributes of strength and care is worthy of our total 
loyalty, trust, submission, love and obedience. [See page 3]                                                                                                
4. Despite Peter's failure at the trial, Jesus appeared to him alone [1 Corinthians 15:5], Jesus 
encouraged Peter [John 21:15-19] and after the ascension and the Holy Spirit indwelling, 
Peter became a fearless witness for Jesus. [Acts 2]                                                                               
5. We have the Holy Spirit, Jesus and the glory of God, the complete Bible, 2,000 years of 
the faithfulness of God and the promise of the Rapture in our future.  With total submission 
to God I will do my best in His grace & power; to love Him, walk in all His ways, keep His 
commands, remain faithful to Him and serve Him [Joshua 22:5].                       
 
 
6. Scripture memory--Matthew 26:64 Jesus *said to him, “You have said it 
yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE 
RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.” 
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I. God's attributes of strength and His unmatched power. 
 
A. Self-Sufficiency- God is self-sufficient and does not need anything outside of 
Himself. [Acts 17:24-30]                  
 1. God is sufficient in Himself with no needs outside of Himself vv.24-25 
 2. The self-sufficiency of God creates our dependence on Him. v.25 
 3. God demands that we acknowledge this dependence & repent vv.26b-30 
  
B. Infinity- God has no limitations  
 1. God is not restrained by time in any way. 
 2. God is not limited by any spatial consideration.                                             
 3. God is infinitely perfect. That means He is infinitely self-sufficient, good & 
  loving, etc. [1 John 1:5; Matthew 5:48] 
 
C. Omnipresence- God is always present everywhere with the fullness of who He 
is. He is present in the lives of all believers at the same time. [Ps 139:7-10; John 17:22-23] 
 
D. Omniscience- God has complete knowledge of everything; past, present and 
future. [Psalm 139:1-6--also see verse 7-10 above in C.] 
 
E. Omnisapience- God always knows what is best. [Romans 11:33-34; James 1:5] 
 
F. Omnipotence- God is all-powerful and is able to do anything consistent with His 
character as God. [Ephesians 1:11b] 
 
G. Omniattentive- God is constantly attentive especially to His children. [2 Chronicles 
16:9a, Proverbs 15:3, Hebrews 4:13 ] This is from Dr Mac Brunson. 
II. God's attributes of care 

A. Holiness- God's devotion to Himself as God above every other reality. The 
separation of holiness has to do with having complete devotion to God and being 
separated from a world that disregards God. [1 Peter 1:15-16] 
 
B. Faithfulness- What God knows and what He says are true. [John 17:17] 
 
C. Goodness-Everything that God is and does is the standard for what is best. 
[Ps119:68]  
 
D. Love- God gives Himself to benefit others. [John 3:16] 
 
E. Mercy and grace- God's kindness to undeserving people who need help.                      
[2 Corinthians 1:3; Romans 3:23-24] 
 
F. Wrath- His anger toward and punishment of wickedness. [Romans 12:17-19] 



Scripture for Page 3                                                                                        Page 4     
 
Acts 17:24-30  24 The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25 nor is He served 
by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all 
people life and breath and all things; 26 and He made from one man every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times 
and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they 
might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in 
Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we 
also are His children.’ 29 Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that 
the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 
thought of man. 30 Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now 
declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, 
1 John 1:5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that 
God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 
Matthew 5:48 Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
Psalm 139:7-10 7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your 
presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, 
You are there. 9 If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the 
sea, 10 Even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me. 
John 17:22-23 22 The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they 
may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be 
perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, 
even as You have loved Me. 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For 
you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. 
Psalm 139:1-6 1 O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I 
sit down and when I rise up; You understand my thought from afar. 3 You scrutinize 
my path and my lying down, And are intimately acquainted with all my ways. 4 Even 
before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O LORD, You know it all. 5 You have 
enclosed me behind and before, And laid Your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is 
too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot attain to it.  
Romans 11:33-34 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For 
WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? 
James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
Ephesians 1:11b   Who works all things after the counsel of His will, 
2 Chronicles 16:9a For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth 
that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His 
 Proverbs 15:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, Watching the evil and the 
good. 
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Hebrews 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open 
and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 
1 Peter 1:15-16 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in 
all your behavior; 16 because it is written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.” 
John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 
Psalm 119:68 You are good and do good; Teach me Your statutes. 
John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
2 Corinthians 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort,    
Romans 3:23-24 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being 
justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 
Romans 12:17-19  17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in 
the sight of all men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all 
men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, 
for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says the Lord.   
 
Introduction and Scripture for Pages 1 & 2                                           
 
MATTHEW 26:47–27:32 To understand the disciples’ vacillation between  loyalty 
and unfaithfulness, look back on their night of sleeping rather than praying in 
Gethsemane. The disciples’ lack of prayer left them spiritually unprepared when an 
armed mob arrived with Judas. Peter responded by drawing a sword and striking a 
servant of the high priest (Matt. 26:51; John 18:10). Interestingly, he attacked a 
servant rather than a soldier. Jesus healed the man (Luke 22:51) and commanded 
His followers to cease violence. If Jesus wanted to be rescued, He could command 
an army of angels. If one angel could destroy 185,000 in a night (see 2 Kings 19:35), 
imagine what 12 legions of angels (over 72,000) could do!                                       
 Frightened, the disciples fled. Unwilling to stay with Jesus in prayer, they were 
also unable to stand by Him in peril. Two of the disciples, John and Peter, followed 
from a distance and entered the courtyard of the high priest’s palace (John 18:15). 
However, confronted by people in the courtyard, Peter’s courage melted and he 
denied even knowing Jesus.                                                                                      
 Jesus was accused of blasphemy. The conspirators could not accuse Him of 
normal crimes. One reason they arrested Jesus at night was to avoid the crowds 
who had witnessed His miraculous good works. Blasphemy was the greatest offense 
these religious hypocrites could imagine.                                                                          
 Unable by law to execute capital punishment, the Jewish leaders sent Jesus 
under armed guard to Pilate, the Roman governor, and demanded His death.                                           
Jesus calmly reminded Pilate he would have no authority unless the Heavenly 
Father permitted it. Pilate sought to release Jesus. Even Pilate’s wife tried to 
intervene.                                                                                                          
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 The governor customarily released a prisoner during the Passover festival. 
Offered a choice between Jesus and Barabbas, a violent insurgent, the Jewish 
leaders demanded that Barabbas be released and Jesus be crucified.                                                    
 Jesus embraced the Father’s plan. The people He loved had abandoned and 
betrayed Him, but He remained loyal to those who showed no loyalty in return. Yes, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8). 
 
Acts 10:42 And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that 
this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. 
2 Timothy 4:1 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, 
who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 
 
Revelation 11:18 And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the 
time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the 
prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and 
to destroy those who destroy the earth.” 
Revelation 20: 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it,   from 
whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the 
dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their 
deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave 
up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according 
to their deeds. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the 
book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  
 
Acts 1:9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking 
on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently 
into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside 
them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way 
as you have watched Him go into heaven.” 
Leviticus 24:16  Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the LORD shall 
surely be put to death;  
John 18:15-16 15 Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was another disciple. 
Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and entered with Jesus into the court 
of the high priest, 16 but Peter was standing at the door outside. So the other disciple, 
who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and 
brought Peter in. 
 
 
 


