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Jesus willingly sacrificed His life to pay the price for all of humanity’s sin. 
I. MOCKED (MATTHEW 27:35-44) 35 And when they had crucified Him, they divided 
up His garments among themselves by casting lots A. 36 And sitting down, they 
began to keep watch over Him there. 37 And above His head they put up the charge 
against Him which read, “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” B 39 And those 
passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads C  40 and saying, “You 
who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, D  save Yourself! If 
You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” E 41 In the same way the chief 
priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking Him and saying, 42 “He 
saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; F let Him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe in Him. G  43 HE TRUSTS IN GOD; LET GOD 
RESCUE Him now, IF HE DELIGHTS IN HIM; H for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 The 
robbers who had been crucified with Him were also insulting Him with the same 
words. 
A- Psalm 22:18; B- Entire sign from Matthew, Luke & John, the 1st gospel tract, "This is 
Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews" C- Job 16:4, Psalm 22:7, Psalm 109:25; D- John 
2:19; E- It was the fact that He stayed on the cross that proved His divine sonship. He did not 
come to save His life, but to give it as a ransom for the sin for all who ever lived on earth 
from conception to death; so that "whoever believes will be saved" [1 John 2:2, John 3:16]; 
F- John 1:49; G- Luke 16:31; H- Psalm 22:8.  
 
How do you respond when people ridicule Christ? What do you do when they mock you 
for your trust in Jesus? 
 
II. FORSAKEN (MATTHEW 27:45-49) 45 Now from the sixth hour I darkness fell upon 
all the land until the ninth hour. J 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” that is, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU 
FORSAKEN ME?” K   49 But the rest of them said, “Let us see whether Elijah will come 
to save Him.”  
 
I- 6th hour- Noon and 9th hour- 3:00 pm; J- "This was a heaven sent darkness that lasted for 3 
hours. There were 3 days of darkness in Egypt as the 9th plague before the 1st Passover and 
there were 3 hours of darkness before the Lamb of God died for the sins of the world. 
[Exodus 10:21-23; 1 John 4:14] Jesus was silent for these three hours; K- Direct quote from 
Psalm 22:1; It was during the time of darkness that Jesus was made sin for all the world [2 
Corinthians 5:21]. He had been forsaken by the Father! The darkness was a symbol of the 
judgment that He endured when He was "made a curse" for us [Galatians 3:13]. Had the 
leaders of the Jews listened carefully and applied Psalm 22 they would have understood the 
truth." 
 
Have you ever felt forsaken in the midst of some terrible trial? What renewed your 
faith? [Deuteronomy 31:6; Joshua 1:9; Hebrews 13:5.] 
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cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. M  51 And behold, the veil 
of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; N and the earth shook and the rocks 
were split. O  52 The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who 
had fallen asleep were raised; P  53 and coming out of the tombs after His 
resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many. 
M- Jesus was in complete control of His faculties when He voluntarily yielded up His spirit 
and died. Three miracles took place simultaneously to demonstrate God's power.                                                
N-The torn veil indicates He conquered sin; O- the earthquake that He conquered the Law 
and fulfilled it; and P- the resurrections prove that He defeated death.                                    

In what ways does Jesus’ willing sacrifice for your sins motivate you to live for Him 
today?                                                   I am indebted to Warren Wiersbe's commentary's of the OT & NT for my 
modification of footnotes A-P. I would suggest your adding them to your library either in book or digital form.                                                                                                                    

Summary/Applications:                                                                                                                     
1. This cup that God willed and Jesus voluntarily accepted included: [a] terrific physical pain 
of beatings & the cross, [b] being forsaken by God and [c] bearing the wrath of God for the 
sin of all the people who ever lived on the earth---more than 20 billion people --from 
conception to death. [John 3:16-17, 1 John 2:2, Hebrews 2:9]                                                                                

2. Jesus’ death removed the gap between God and sinful humanity, making it possible for 
every human to have an eternal relationship with God through faith in Jesus.                                           

3. Many people were there at the cross that day [a] many women including Mary Magdalene, 
another Mary, & Salome mother of James and John; [b] John; [c] soldiers; [d] a Jew Simone 
the father of Alexander & Rufus who helped carry the cross [ Mark 15:21]; [e] 2 thieves; [f] 
people passing  on the major road; [g] Chief Priests, scribes, elders & Sanhedrin members; 
[h] centurion & [i] possibly secret believers Joseph & Nicodemus [John 19:38-42].  All of us 
were at the cross also. See portrait depiction below.                                                                                                                                                             

4. The 2nd thief heard Jesus forgive His crucifiers and saw the 
gospel tract. He accepted the fact that Jesus is the King of the Jews, the Savior for all who 



believe, confessed his sin and ask Jesus to save him and He did--saying I will see you in 
Paradise today. [Luke 23:40-43]                                                            

5. Take time to reflect on your life when you were lost & separated from God. What image at 
the crucifixion best illustrates your life at that time? What actions should you take as a result 
of remembering what it is like to be separated from God?                                                         

6. Scripture Memory--Voluntary death of Jesus:                                                  
Luke 23:46 And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, "Father, INTO 
YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT." Having said this, He breathed His last.                                                                                                          

7. Like the 2nd thief; have you taken advantage of the eternal relationship Jesus offers? If not, 
give me a call at 904-318-5266 after the lesson time so I can show you how to do that. If you 
have, spend time praising and thanking God for this wonderful gift!      

The Six Trials of Jesus: https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/05/16/the-trial-of-jesus/ 

The Order of Events at the Crucifixion of Jesus: https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/05/17/the-order-
of-events-at-the-crucifixion-of-jesus-including-his-seven-statements-from-the-cross/ 

Who Killed Jesus? https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2014/04/23/who-killed-jesus-38/ 
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