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To understand how to resist self-sufficiency & depend on Jesus for a lifestyle of giving. 
1. The lure of self-sufficiency (Genesis 3:1-6) 1 Now the serpent AA was more 
crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the 
woman, “Indeed, has God said,AB ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” A 
2 The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may 
eat; 3 but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 
‘You shall not eat from it or touch it B, or you will die.’” 4 The serpent said to the 
woman, “You surely will not die! C 5 For God knows that in the day you eat from it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God G, knowing good and evil.” 6 When 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food D, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, E  and that the tree was desirable to make one wise F, she took from its fruit 
and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 
 
AA- This was a beautiful snake standing up & Satan in the form of a snake. I saw two snakes 
standing up about 10 years ago in our backyard; AB- The root of all sin is doubting God’s 
Word. [Rev 22:18-19]; The threefold temptation, was the same by which Satan appealed to 
Christ in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-12),  A- Lie #1 by Satan;  B- Lie #2 by Eve; C- Lie #3 by 
Satan; D- lust of the flesh; E- lust of the eyes; F- pride of life; G- Satan’s sin led him to desire 
to be as God, and this was the desire he placed in Eve’s mind (Isaiah14:12-14). 
 
 a. Ways we are tempted to choose self-sufficiency over God?  (1) Not asking for the 
counsel of God [Joshua 9:14]; (2) Trusting our reasoning and our feelings. (Proverbs 14:12); 
(3) Exchanging worshipping the Creator for worshipping His creation. (Romans 1:20-23); (4) 
Living a Secular Worldview rather than Biblical Worldview even if saved. 
b. How is using God’s possessions to make one happy, rather than displaying God’s 
glory, an act of ownership? Owners use their resources to accomplish their purpose. In 
seeking our own happiness-our purpose through the misuse of God’s resources-not using 
them for His glory...His purpose, we superimpose our will over God’s will-the owner.  
Therefore, we act like an owner, with a lack of thankfulness & gratitude for the cross & 
gospel of Jesus [1 Corinthians 15:3-4]. I must rehearse the gospel every day. 
c. Ways the idea of human ownership is counter to righteous stewardship?  (1) Being the 
Creator of all things, God owns us. (2) A person’s resources are entrusted for stewardship, 
for accomplishing God’s purposes for it, not for our sole enjoyment and use of it-ownership. 
(3) The heart set on ownership vs. the heart of a steward tends to produce a lack of 
thankfulness & gratitude for the cross & gospel of Jesus, resulting in self-centeredness, self-
sufficiency, pride, greed, competitiveness, lying, cheating, hoarding, lack of giving, 
stinginess, fear of loss, self-centered power, misplaced priorities, etc. 
 
2. God is Glorified in Tithing: Malachi 3: 8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you are 
robbing Me! But you say, ‘How have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings G. 9 You 
are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me H, the whole nation of you! G- giving 
10% & offerings is about much more than money; it is time, energy, mind, focus, etc; [Matt 
23:23]; H- God is serious about His commands.  



3. The lasting joy in God-sufficiency (1 John 2:15-17) 15 Do not love the     Page 2       
world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes 
and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The 
world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives 
forever. 
 
a. How we can conquer the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride in 
possessions?  [1]Trust God as a refuge, [2] God will always make a way of escape, [3] Be 
thankful & receive the peace of God, [4] Loving God and others never fails & [5] Follow a 
systematic approach to solving problems with God's help.                                                                                                                             
Loving God & others, being thankful & delighting in glorifying God is more satisfying than 
temporary delights in the things of the world.  What to do when tempted or  problems come? 
 
4. The loss of righteous relations with self, others, world & God (Gen. 3:7-23) 
a. Man with himself (Genesis 3:7-11) 7 Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together 
and made themselves loin coverings. [Result of Self-control rather than obedience] 
 
b. Man with others (Genesis 3:12-15) 12 The man said, “The woman whom You 
gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate.” 13b And the woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” [Blame shifting instead of unity] 
 
c. Man with material world (Genesis 3:16-21) 16 To the woman He said, “I will 
greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth,  17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have 
listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I 
commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; Cursed is the ground because of 
you; In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life. [Universe cursed] 
 
d. Man with God (Genesis 3:22-23) 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the 
garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken. [Separated]  

 

5. The loss of joy resulting from self-sufficiency (Genesis 3:24) 24 So He drove 
the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and 
the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life. 
[Away from God's presence &tree of life until the new heavens & new earth. Rev 22:1-2,14] 
 
Application: 1. The point of this lesson is to help us see that the same temptation 
Eve experienced (self-sufficiency) is the root of every temptation we face in our lives, 
but that love for God and looking to glorify Him will overwhelm our self-glorifying 
desires.  
2. Use the handout for your homework.  
3. Scripture Memory: Malachi 3:8-9 bottom of page 1. 
 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/06/09/how-to-conquer-the-lust-of-the-flesh-the-lust-of-the-eyes-and-pride-of-life/
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1. Genesis 2:17 15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of 
Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, 
“From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you 
will surely die.” 
 
From Defenders Study Bible by Henry M. Morris 
http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=home&action=search&f_search_type=bible 
 
Genesis 2:17 not eat of it. For true fellowship with God (having been created in His image), man 
must be free to reject that fellowship. The restriction imposed here by God is the simplest, most 
straightforward test that could be devised for determining man’s volitional response to God’s love. 
There was only one minor restraint placed on Adam’s freedom and, with an abundance of delicious 
fruit of all types available, there was no justification for his desiring the one forbidden fruit. 
Nevertheless, he did have a choice, and so was a free moral agent, capable of accepting or 
rejecting God’s will. 
 
Genesis 2:17 die. “Thou shalt surely die” could be rendered, “Dying, thou shalt die!” In the very 
day that he would experimentally come to “know evil,” through disobeying God’s Word, he would 
die spiritually, being separated from God’s direct fellowship. Adam would also begin to die 
physically, with the initiation of decay processes in his body which would ultimately cause his 
physical death. 
Genesis 3:3  touch it. Eve, in her developing resentment against God, fell into Satan’s trap, both 
taking away from God’s Word and adding to it. God had said they could “freely eat of every tree” 
(Genesis 2:16); Eve quoted Him merely as saying they could eat of the trees. God had said they 
should not eat of the fruit of one tree; Eve added the statement that they should not even touch it. 
These are the very sins God warned about after His written Word was finally completed 
(Revelation 22:18,19). Doubting God’s Word, augmenting, then diluting, and finally rejecting God’s 
Word–this was Satan’s temptation and Eve’s sin, and this is the common sequence of apostasy 
even today. 
Genesis 3:5 be like God. Satan’s sin led him to desire to be as God, and this was the desire he 
placed in Eve’s mind (see notes on Isaiah 14:13,14). In fact, when one questions or changes the 
Word of God, he is, for all practical purposes, making himself to be “god.” 
Genesis 3:6 make one wise. The threefold temptation, appealing to body (“good for food”), soul 
(“pleasant to the eyes”) and spirit (“make one wise”), was the same by which Satan appealed to 
Christ in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-12),  and against which Christians are warned in I John 2:16 
(“the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”). 
Genesis 3:6 he did eat. It was at this point that “by one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin” (Romans 5:12). There could have been no death in the world before man brought sin into 
the world. Thus, the fossils in the earth’s crust cannot be a record of the evolution of life leading up 
to man but must be a record of death after man. In the evolutionary scenario, struggle and death in 
the animal kingdom eventually, after a billion years, brought man into the world. The truth is, 
however, that man brought death into his whole dominion by his sin. 
 Revelation 22:18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 
book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in 
this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are 
written in this book. 

http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=home&action=search&f_search_type=bible
http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=home&action=submitsearch&f_submit=Search&f_context_any=any&section=bible&f_search_type=bible&f_keyword_any=Genesis+2:17
http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=home&action=submitsearch&f_submit=Search&f_context_any=any&section=bible&f_search_type=bible&f_keyword_any=Genesis+2:17
http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=home&action=submitsearch&f_submit=Search&f_context_any=any&section=bible&f_search_type=bible&f_keyword_any=Genesis+3:3
http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=home&action=submitsearch&f_submit=Search&f_context_any=any&section=bible&f_search_type=bible&f_keyword_any=Genesis+3:5
http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=home&action=submitsearch&f_submit=Search&f_context_any=any&section=bible&f_search_type=bible&f_keyword_any=Genesis+3:6
http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=home&action=submitsearch&f_submit=Search&f_context_any=any&section=bible&f_search_type=bible&f_keyword_any=Genesis+3:6


1.a.1. Joshua 9:14 the men of Israel did not ask  for the counsel of the Lord. Page 4 
 
1.a.2. Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the 
way of death. 
1.a.3. Romans 1:20-23 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, 
His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 21 For even though 
they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became 
futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be 
wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an 
image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures. 

1.b.3. 1 Corinthians 15:1 the gospel… 3 that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures,   
2.---2 Chronicles 36:20-21 20 Those who had escaped from the sword he carried 
away to Babylon; and they were servants to him and to his sons until the rule of the 
kingdom of Persia, 21 to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until 
the land had enjoyed its sabbaths. All the days of its desolation it kept sabbath until 
seventy years were complete. 
 
Leviticus 25:4-7..4 but during the seventh year the land shall have a sabbath rest, a 
sabbath to the LORD; you shall not sow your field nor prune your vineyard. 5 Your 
harvest’s after growth you shall not reap, and your grapes of untrimmed vines you 
shall not gather; the land shall have a sabbatical year. 6 All of you shall have the 
sabbath products of the land for food; yourself, and your male and female slaves, 
and your hired man and your foreign resident, those who live as aliens with you. 
7 Even your cattle and the animals that are in your land shall have all its crops to eat. 
20-22 20 But if you say, “What are we going to eat on the seventh year if we do not 
sow or gather in our crops?” 21 then I will so order My blessing for you in the sixth 
year that it will bring forth the crop for three years. [God provides for His obedient 
children] 22 When you are sowing the eighth year, you can still eat old things from the 
crop, eating the old until the ninth year when its crop comes in. 
3.a.1. Psalm 62:8 Trust in Him at all times, O people; Pour out your heart before 
Him; 
God is a refuge for us.                                                                                                            
3.a.2 1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you 
may be able to bear it.                                                                                                                                   
3.a.3. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.                                                                                                                        
3.a.4 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 4c Love is not jealous; love does not brag and is not 



arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is              Page 5          
not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, 4 Love is patient, love is kind; 6brejoices with the truth; 7 bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8a Love never fails;  

3.a.4 1 Peter 1:8 You love Him even though you have never seen Him. Though you 
do not see Him now, you trust Him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible 
joy.  NLT 

4.a. Man with himself (Genesis 3:7-11) 7 Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together 
and made themselves loin coverings. 8 They heard the sound of the LORD God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
9 Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He 
said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; 
so I hid myself.” 11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  

4.b. Man with others (Genesis 3:12-16) 12 The man said, “The woman whom You 
gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God 
said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have 
done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the 
field; On your belly you will go, And dust you will eat All the days of your life; 15 And I 
will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; 
He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.” 16 To the 
woman He said, “I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain you will bring 
forth children; Yet your desire will be for your husband, And he will rule over you.” 

4.c. Man with material world (Genesis 3:17-21) 17 Then to Adam He said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree 
about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; Cursed is the 
ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life. 18 “Both thorns 
and thistles it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field; 19 By the 
sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it 
you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.” 20 Now the man 
called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all the living.                   
21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them. 
4.d. Man with God (Genesis 3:22-23)  22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man 
has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his 
hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore the 
LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which 
he was taken.                                                                                                                   



Romans 5:12 death by sin. Thus there was no death before sin entered the   Page 6 
world. The finished creation was “very good” (Genesis 1:31), with an abundance of 
food and all other provisions for man and the animals. There was certainly no 
struggle for existence, or survival of the fittest, for every creature was created fit for 
its own environment. When Adam sinned, God brought the curse of decay and death 
not only upon Adam but also upon all His dominion (Genesis 3:17-19). See also 
I Corinthians 15:21-22; Romans 8:20-22. 

Stewardship Conflicts by Henry M. Morris III, D.Min.  
 
“Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all 
things under his feet: All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; The fowl 
of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the 
seas.” (Psalm 8:6-8) 
The commission to rule over Earth was never withdrawn from mankind by the 
Creator. That Dominion Mandate implies authorization for the following human 
enterprises: 

• Discovery of truth—science, research, exploration 

• Application of truth—agriculture, engineering, medicine, technology, etc. 

• Implementation of truth—commerce, transportation, government, etc. 

• Interpretation of truth—fine arts, literature, theology 

• Transmission of truth—education, communication, homemaking 
When that authority was first delegated by the Creator, Earth was “very good” 
(Genesis 1:31). However, Adam’s failure in his first assignment created an ongoing 
conflict with mankind’s efforts on every front. Now, the “whole creation groaneth” 
(Romans 8:22) as the very ground from which all things are made (Genesis 3:17-19, 
23-24) conflicts with the environment. “Thorns also and thistles” erupt from our 
efforts to cultivate (Genesis 3:18). Sin and death are the conditions of existence 
(Romans 5:12), and ignorance of God’s ideas, apart from God’s revelation, is 
rampant (1 Corinthians 2:14). Humanity’s drive is to serve ourselves, not God or 
others (Ephesians 2:1-3), and the ability to obey comes only through God’s new 
creation (Ephesians 4:17-24). 

One day, all these wrongs will be righted with the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Until that day, our mandate remains as stewards over Earth. HMM III 

Pain and Suffering by Henry M. Morris III, D.Min.  “Now when Job’s three 
friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him . . . they lifted up their voice, 
and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads 

http://www.icr.org/bible/Romans/5/12
http://www.icr.org/bible/Psalm/8/6-8
http://www.icr.org/bible/Genesis/1/31
http://www.icr.org/bible/Romans/8/22
http://www.icr.org/bible/Genesis/3/17-19
http://www.icr.org/bible/Genesis/3/18
http://www.icr.org/bible/Romans/5/12
http://www.icr.org/bible/1Corinthians/2/14
http://www.icr.org/bible/Ephesians/2/1-3
http://www.icr.org/bible/Ephesians/4/17-24


toward heaven. . . . And none spake a word unto him: for they saw that his    Page 7 
grief was very great.” (Job 2:11-13) 

If God is sovereign and omnipotent, why does He permit “bad” to exist? Since pain 
and suffering exist, God seemingly must not be omnipotent, or not good, or both. 
Those who have been hurt by evil often conclude that if God cannot stop it, He does 
not deserve worship. Although this debate won’t be settled in this short devotional, 
some Bible facts must be considered. 

When Adam and Eve chose to embrace the lie of self-determination and reject the 
rule of the Creator over them, God pronounced a sentence of death on all life and 
the sentence of disorder on all functioning systems in the universe. Death, of course, 
is the source of all pain and suffering, and “thorns and thistles” represent the ultimate 
decay of function and order in everything else. Pain and suffering are the result of 
evil, not the cause (Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 8:22). 

Satan reverses that truth and would have mankind believe that God is the source of 
evil and must be placated. 

Since Job was suffering, and God was sovereign, the only solution seemed that Job 
had violated one of God’s laws and therefore was suffering because he had sinned. 
Logic dictated that God was good and right, therefore Job was wrong and evil. The 
trouble was, of course, that human logic could not take into account the inscrutable 
omniscience of an omnipotent Creator. “All the paths of the LORD are mercy and 
truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies” (Psalm 25:10). HMM III 
 

Was Mankind Created to do Work? by John D. Morris, Ph.D. 
 
In our modern work-a-day world, we may be tempted to wonder what things would 
have been like in Eden. Did Adam and Eve have a life of luxury, simply wandering 
from tree to herb to tree again, selecting their daily food? Was everything effortlessly 
provided for them? 
Conversely, we might wonder, will there ever be a time when our work will be 
through? In heaven, will we have nothing to do but float around on clouds and play 
our harps? 

Whatever may be the situation in heaven, or however things may have been in the 
original creation, the fact remains that most of us have to work hard now, and we 
need to have a Biblical perspective on work. 

Actually, both the Old and New Testaments have quite a bit to say about work. For 
example, "Of any would not work, neither should he eat" (II Thessalonians 3:10), and 
Work with your own hands, as we commanded you; "That ye may walk honestly 
toward them that are without (i.e. non-believers), and that ye may have lack of 
nothing" (I Thessalonians 4:11,12). These and numerous other passages, 

http://www.icr.org/bible/Job/2/11-13
http://www.icr.org/bible/Genesis/3/17-19
http://www.icr.org/bible/Romans/8/22
http://www.icr.org/bible/Psalm/25/10
http://www.icr.org/bible/2Thessalonians/3/10
http://www.icr.org/bible/1Thessalonians/4/11


particularly in the Book of Proverbs, show conclusively that God expects us   Page 8 
to work, and in many cases, work hard. "The sluggard will not plow by reason of the 
cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing" (Proverbs 20:4). 

As is almost always true for Biblical teachings, the foundation for our work ethic 
comes from Genesis. There we read that to a considerable degree, our present 
difficulty in work comes as a result of the curse. Due to his sin, God said to Adam, 
"cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee. . . In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread" (Genesis 3:17-19). Things were completely changed. 

But there is more to it than that. Evidently work itself is not bad, for Adam was told to 
work even before he sinned. And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden to 'dress it and to keep it' (Genesis 2:15). God knew that idleness 
was not good for mankind, so He assigned to Adam the responsibility of "dressing" 
the garden, perhaps to keep the plants from overrunning everything. This was not 
difficult work, but enjoyable, and perhaps involved artistic expression. Likewise, he 
was to" keep" it, or, literally," guard it." God has placed us as stewards over His 
creation, and we must take diligent care of it. 

Furthermore, mankind was told to "subdue" the earth and have "dominion" over the 
animals. No support is given here for spoiling the environment or hunting animals to 
extinction, but, rather, a command to study the earth and its systems and living 
occupants, and to manage it all properly for our proper use, in His stead, and to His 
glory. Much "work" remains to be done! 

Even in heaven, we will continue to work, when" There shall be no more curse: but 
the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him" 
(Revelation 22:3). God, the Creator, has designed us to work. 

*Dr. John Morris is the President of ICR. 

5. Revelation 22:1-2, 14 22 Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as 
crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. 
On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its 
fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  
14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the 
tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  
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