
#3 6/18/2017 Paradise Redeemed                                                     Page 1 
 
I. Redemption: A Steward’s Rebirth (2 Corinthians 5:14-15,17-18) 17 Therefore if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 
things have come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to 
Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,  
A. In Christ- Born again or saved and now a disciple of Jesus Christ 
B. A new creature- supernaturally reborn spiritually because God exchanged His wrath for 
my sin to give me the righteousness of God forever. The great exchange based on the cross!   
2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him. 
C. Old things passed away- As a new creation of God I am to put away my old sinful ways. 
D. New things have come- replace the old with things that are pleasing to God through the 
power of the Holy Spirit and the knowledge from the bible. 2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has 
granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him 
who called us by His own glory and excellence.               
E. We have been given the ministry of reconciliation--going making disciples. What a 
blessed privilege! Matthew 28:19-20 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
II. A Stewards grace giving compared to law giving  (Mark 12:41-44) 41 And He 
sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting 
money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 A poor 
widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. 43 Calling 
His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more 
than all the contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but 
she, out of her poverty,” 
 The rich Jews were no doubt giving 10% of their income. Maybe with a smugness, 
without gratitude. The widow gave out of her heart by grace. Grace giving is more than the 
tithe, according to what a person has and not out of compulsion but cheerfully. God knows 
our heart.                  [2 Corinthians 8:12 it is acceptable according to what a person has, 
not according to what he does not have.; 9:7 for God loves a cheerful giver.] The widow was 
giving beyond that. 
III. A Steward’s Heart (Matthew 6:19-21) 19 “Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.                                                                                     
 The bent of our heart determines our actions. Surrendered to self we will spend our 
money on our interests and pursuits first and leave what is left for God.  Surrendered to Jesus 
we will give by grace to Him out of our heart. The heart determines our actions. We can do 
good things for Him but the Bible is very explicit about this command in the OT to give the 
tithe and offerings and in the NT grace giving. We found in last Sundays lesson that God is 



serious about obedience to His commands. We know from Matthew 5 that                 Page 2 
anything through grace is greater than the law required.  Matt 5:21-22 Being angry with your 
brother is murder; 5:24 committing adultery can be done with a look; 5:43-44 love your 
neighbor & hate your enemies, under grace love your enemies. It is giving out of gratitude 
for what Jesus did for us and what He does every day. We are enjoying buildings and history 
today that resulted from tremendous sacrificial giving in the past. Now it is our turn. Dr 
Lambert said last Sunday that God does not need our money but He wants our heart 
surrendered to Him. 

For each of us, have a moment of silence to review whether our heart is committed to 
storing up treasures on earth or heaven?                                                                   

IV. A Steward’s Master (Matthew 6:24) 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.                                                                                              
 God knows our hearts whether it is inclined to Him or self. There is no in between. We 
are either serving the master-self or the master-God. Which master are you serving?  Does 
your financial accounts indicate you are serving God or self?  We can only live serving God 
if we express gratitude and thanksgiving for the cross every day. I have a simple wooden 
cross in my office that is a daily reminder. What is the most epic battle in history? It may 
be the daily battle in our hearts.                                                                                                   
 The believer is a warrior in a real war with 3 enemies--self, Satan and the world 
system. All 3 appeal to us to reject the notion of grace giving as being a command of God. 
They say we deserve to enjoy the fruit of our labor during this season, we need it more than 
God, we can use it more effectively than the church, just put off giving for a while and then 
we will catch up, there are some things I want to buy that I will enjoy having, someplace I 
want to go that will be fulfilling, I am investing for my future… anything that will appeal to 
my inner self and deny God what He commands.  

These 3 enemies are strong and the battle is real and intense and long term. The victory must 
be won every day in our hearts by the grace of God, His presence in our life, and through His 
divine power. The battle requires our total surrender to God, perseverance, faithfulness, and 
unwillingness to admit defeat in the war when we lose a battle. We are warriors in the daily 
battle in a lifetime war with our 3 enemies. The war will continue until we reach heaven.                                                                                                                                                  
2 Peter 1:3; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5: 8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the 
devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in 
your faith,                  Joshua 1:8-9..  8 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate 
on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you 
…succeed in all you do. 9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid 
or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. NLT            
Ephesians 6:10-17                          Put on the full armor of God as a warrior! 

Do you ever think about the daily battle in the lifetime war for your heart?  How strong 
are self, Satan & the world system in your life? What are your most effective weapons 
against each enemy? 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2015/09/22/take-up-the-full-armor-of-god/


V. A Steward’s Goal (Matthew 6:25-33) 27 And who of you by being             Page 3         
worried can add a single hour to his life? 30  …You of little faith! 31 Do not worry then, 
saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for 
clothing?’ 32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.    [Matthew 6:10]  

                                                                                                                           
 vv25-31 indicates we can be worried about 3 things in our life--our food & drink, our 
clothes, and length of life. Verse 32 says the lost world worries about these things but the 
Father knows we need these things. V.33 commands believers that our goal is to seek first 
His kingdom and righteousness -- we receive salvation by God's grace through faith from the 
word and then the rest of life growing in the image of Jesus by His grace and our vigorous 
pursuit of Him. Then these other things will be given to us. This includes peace about our 
length of life. [Conversation with Doctor Thursday--I had a sad thought I could live another 
15 years, instead of going to heaven sooner] 

Do you have a goal or vision for your life? Does it align with the steward's goal?  

VI. A Steward’s Trouble (Matthew 6:34) 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for 
tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.                         
  Trust God one day at a time. One day at a time sweet Jesus! I played this song by Lee 
Greenwood several times a day during the time I was in the hospital & rehab for open heart 
surgery last year. Barbara and I have been giving the tithe & offerings all our lives and we 
have received peace and blessings from God. There have been some very hard times, but God 
was faithful and provided a way forward one day at time. Sometime last year I found a 
preliminary budget for I believe 1986 or 1987. With 2 children in college and other expenses 
the first draft for expenses was 50+% over a high estimate of income. Looking back I have 
no idea how we managed to work this out, but He did and I know that we tithed that year. 
How prone are you to worry during your normal day? Do you consider worry a sin?  
 
Summary/Application:                                                                                                       
1. Recognize the daily battle for my heart in the lifetime war with 3 enemies--self, 
Satan and the world System. Ensure that my defenses are renewed on a daily basis. 
Ephesians 6:10-17 Put on the full armor of God as a warrior! 
2. Commit to be a steward of God's resources by seeking His kingdom and 
righteousness first with a heart surrendered to God.                                                               
3. Surrender to grace giving cheerfully out of a heart of gratitude for what Triune God 
has done and is doing for us every day! 
4. I will continually review my expenditures and resources to ensure that my grace 
giving is in accord with God's plan. 
5. Scripture memory: Acts 20:35b remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He 
Himself said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive." 
 
 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2015/09/22/take-up-the-full-armor-of-god/
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2 Corinthians 5: 14 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died 
for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for 
themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 

Ephesians 6:10-18 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 
11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the 
schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, take up the full 
armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done 
everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH 
TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 15 and having shod 
YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; 16 in addition to all, taking 
up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows 
of the evil one. 17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. 
18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be 
on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 
 
My Life Vision: By the grace of God do all AA to the glory of God B : Knowing 
God is present in my life C; Pursuing intimate relationships with Triune God J & 
my holiness H; Loving God and others D; Making disciples E;  Walking 
humbly F; Being thankful I  & encouraging. 
 
Notes: AA- “all” means everything in my life with family, at work, play, pleasure, 
worship, church, etc.; B- 1 Corinthians 10:31; C- 1 Corinthians 6:19, John 17:22-
23; D- Mark 12:30-31; E- Matthew 28:18-20; F- James 4:6-10; H- 1 Peter 1:15-16; I-
 1 Thessalonians 5:18; J- 2 Peter 1:3; 3:18; 1 Peter 1:8 NLT; John 17:22; Ephesians 
5:18; 3:20 NLT. 
                                                                                                                                                   
I would encourage everyone to develop a long term or ultimate purpose statement 
for their life based on scripture. Call me at 904-318-5266 or email 
mail@lukevision.com for any help I can give you.  Henry Luke 

 
 
 

 
 
 


