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O Objectives:bjectiveO1. To inspire Christ-centered joy in the steward. 
2. To establish foundations for joy based on God’s grace and mercy. 
3. To understand that joy in Jesus equips the steward for action. 
1. Joy in God: the passion of stewardship  
Psalm 37:4 Trust in the LORD and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate 
faithfulness.; Philippians 4:4-7.. 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
rejoice! 5 Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
2. Foundations for joyful stewardship: God’s promises  
1 Peter 1:3-7.. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance 
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for 
you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of 
your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by 
fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ; 
3. Joyful stewardship on display: Jesus Christ on the Cross  
Hebrews 12:1-2.. 1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
4. Joyful stewardship on display: Generous Macedonians  
2 Corinthians 8:1-10 Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of 
God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, 2 that in a great ordeal of 
affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of 
their liberality. 3 For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, 
they gave of their own accord, 4 begging us with much urging for the favor of 
participation in the support of the saints, 5 and this, not as we had expected, but they 
first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God. 6  
7 But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in 
all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this 
gracious work also.. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty 
might become rich.  12 For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to 
what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For this is not for the 
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14 at this present time your abundance being a supply for their need, so that their 
abundance also may become a supply for your need, that there may be equality;                                                                                 
2 Corinthians 9: 6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must do just as he 
has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always 
having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good 
deed;  10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11 you 
will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing 
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the 
needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 
15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 
5. Joy at work in stewardship: Jesus Christ our fountain of joy  
1 Peter 1:8-17 8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you 
do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible 
and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 
13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope 
completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your 
ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 
behavior; 16 because it is written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.” 

Matthew 13:44-46 44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, 
which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking 
fine pearls, 46 and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he 
had and bought it. 
Summary/Application: Matthew 13:44-46 Homework: Joy that Gives! For 4 more ?'s 
1. In general, what produces joy in the heart of a person? 
2. Why should the facts that God has given Jesus Christ to achieve salvation 
for believers, and has reserved a holy inheritance for them in heaven, 
produce joy in the heart of every believer? 
3. Why is joy in God essential for godly stewardship to take place in a 
believer’s life? 
4. How does joyful confidence in God’s holiness and your holiness in Him 
motivate you to think like a steward rather than an owner? 
5. Why can joy in God overcome the difficulties you will endure as a godly 
steward? 
6. Memory Verse Malachi 3: 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may 
be food in My house, and test Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “if I will not open for 
you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it  
overflows. 


