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God’s unchanging eternal love gives us reasons to celebrate and be thankful. 

God’s Faithful Love Is Eternal Psalm 136                            
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
2 Give thanks to the God of gods. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
                                                                         
4 He alone does great wonders. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
5 He made the heavens skillfully. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
6 He spread the land on the waters. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
7 He made the great lights: 
His faithful love endures forever. 
8 the sun to rule by day, 
His faithful love endures forever. 
9 the moon and stars to rule by night. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
 
10 He struck the firstborn of the Egyptians 
His faithful love endures forever. 
11 and brought Israel out from among 
them His faithful love endures forever. 
12 with a strong hand and outstretched 
arm. His faithful love endures forever. 
13 He divided the Red Sea 
His faithful love endures forever. 
14 and led Israel through, 
His faithful love endures forever. 
 
 

15 but hurled Pharaoh and his army 
into the Red Sea. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
 

16 He led his people in the wilderness. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
17 He struck down great kings 
His faithful love endures forever.  
18 and slaughtered famous kings— 
His faithful love endures forever. 
19 Sihon king of the Amorites 
His faithful love endures forever. 
20 and Og king of Bashan— 
His faithful love endures forever. 
21 and gave their land as an 
inheritance, 
His faithful love endures forever. 
22 an inheritance to Israel his servant. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
 
23 He remembered us in our 
humiliation 
His faithful love endures forever. 
24 and rescued us from our foes. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
 
25 He gives food to every creature. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
 
26 Give thanks to the God of 
heaven! 
His faithful love endures forever. 
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• vv. 1-3, 26 praise the Lord with thanksgiving. 
• vv. 4-9 six notes of praise to the Creator.  
• vv. 10-15 six notes of praise on deliverance from Egypt.  
• vv. 16-22 seven praise notes on the wilderness journey and entrance into Canaan.  
• vv. 23-24 personal gratitude for deliverance.  
• v. 25 praise for the Lord’s common grace.  
Modified from this Source 

Summary/Application:                                                                                                           
1. I have many things to praise the Lord for because of His faithful eternal love and 
humble myself under His mighty hand because of His presence in my life.                                                                                     

2. The Lord is the Creator and sustainer of the universe. He alone is able to 
accomplish mighty things.                                                                                                          

3. He has delivered me from the penalty of my sin and has given me power to 
exercise dominion over my current temptations to sin. He has provided the way to 
victory in the life long war and its daily spiritual battles with my three enemies self, 
Satan and the World System.  

4. Since I have peace with God He will give me the peace of God as I surrender my 
life totally to Him and seek intimate relationships with triune God-the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  

5. He has provided His Word--the Bible to reveal Himself and His plan of redemption 
to all who will study it continually and meditate on it day and night so they obey His 
commands. The Bible contains every thing required for life and holiness.                                 

6. O God help me to live in the moment today and rejoice with a glorious, 
inexpressible joy without worry for tomorrow.  7 …Jesus Christ; 8 You love him even 
though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you 
rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. [1 Peter 1:7-8] 

7. Scripture Memory: Psalm 136:1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 
His faithful love endures forever. 

My Notes for lesson begin on next page. Henry Luke 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/treasury-of-david/
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1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His faithful love endures forever.                     
2 Give thanks to the God of gods. His faithful love endures forever.                                 
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords. His faithful love endures forever.                                       
4 He alone does great wonders. His faithful love endures forever.                                      
5 He made the heavens skillfully. His faithful love endures forever  

V.1 begins with thanks to the Lord because He is good. God is good and does good. 
Everything that God is and does is the standard for what is best. Sometimes we may 
be tempted to believe that if God were good he would not allow some problem in our 
life. That is sinful thinking that can result in bitterness toward our Savior. It may come 
from a misguided opinion that when saved everything will be good for us. This 
thought is not found in scripture. [Psalm 119:68a You are good and do good;] 

In fact scripture tells us to be thankful for trouble, trials or temptations. For example: 
3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings 
about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 
and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. [Romans 5:3-5]  

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for 
your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that 
you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His 
glory you may rejoice with exultation.  [1 Peter 4:12-16] 

However because God is good He will not allow us to be tried more than we can 
stand. [1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; 
and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with 
the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.] 
                                                                                                                                          

All 26 verses in Psalm 136 end "His faithful love endures forever." These are 
reminders of 2 more caring attributes of God; not only is He good, but His love is 
faithful and eternal.                                                                                                              

What promises to live by, the good, faithful eternal love of God. Be thankful!   

Vv. 2-3 repeat the call to be thankful to God. He is the only true God although people 
have tried to create millions of false gods to worship. He is also Lord over all the 
many rulers and leaders who have acted as if they are god. Alexander the great is 
an example of a man who thought he was god and sovereign over his world, but he 
died young with no heir. His kingdom was divided into four to be ruled by his 
generals, just as Daniel prophesied.  
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and do as he pleases.4 But as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom will be broken up and 
parceled out toward the four points of the compass, though not to his own descendants, nor 
according to his authority which he wielded, for his sovereignty will be uprooted 
and given to others besides them. ] 

V.4 describes God is the only one who does great wonders. V. 5 said He skillfully 
made the heavens. This likely refers to the fact that the universe is finely tuned to 
allow people to live on earth, it's great size and energy and beauty, the humans 
created, resources like the heat from the sun, rain, and minerals. All this in His 
physical creation and his Word revealed so we could know God.  He sent His Son as 
a human so that we could see the attributes of God.  

We have much to be thankful for with praise to the Lord! 

God's Love In Conquest-- Psalm 136:10-15                                                              
10 He struck the firstborn of the Egyptians His faithful love endures forever. 
11 and brought Israel out from among them His faithful love endures forever. 
12 with a strong hand and outstretched arm. His faithful love endures forever. 
13 He divided the Red Sea His faithful love endures forever. 
14 and led Israel through, His faithful love endures forever. 
15 but hurled Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea.                                                            
 His faithful love endures forever. 
                                                                                                                                            
God's people had been in Egypt 430 years, with 400 years in affliction, and God 
heard their cries for deliverance. He sent 9 plagues with each destroying one of 
Egypt's false god's, but Pharaoh would not let them leave. Then God sent Jesus to 
kill the male first born except those Israelites who had the blood of the Lamb on their 
doorpost. This was the 1st Passover. Pharaoh then let Moses lead His people out of 
Egypt.  

In Genesis 15:13-16 13 God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants  will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred 
years. 14 But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come 
out with many possessions. 16 Then… they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is 
not yet complete.”  

God's told Abraham three things. 1] I will judge Egypt,                                               
2] the Israelites will come out with great wealth, and 3] they will return to the 
Promised Land because "the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full." During the time 
in Egypt they also grew from 75 people to a nation of about 2.5 million. 
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with them, miracle #11.[Exodus 12:35-36.. 35 Now the sons of Israel had done according to 
the word of Moses, for they had requested from the Egyptians articles of silver and articles of 
gold, and clothing; 36 and the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, 
so that they let them have their request. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.] This fulfilled 
prophecy to Abraham. They also took the bones of Joseph with them to bury in the 
Promised Land.  

However, Pharaoh changed his mind and pursued Israel with his chariots and 
caught them at the Red Sea. They were caught between the Sea and Pharaoh's 
army and were very fearful. But God performed His 12th great miracle and opened a 
path through the sea for the Israelites to walk over on dry land. The Egyptians 
followed them on the path, but when the Israelites were all through the sea, God 
closed the sea and the Egyptians were consumed by the water.  

God's word is always accurate about the fulfillment of its prophecies. God loves His 
family and always keeps His promises on His timetable, not ours.  God keeps his 
promises because He is All-Powerful and All-Caring--He is Holy, faithful, good, 
loving, full of mercy and grace, and wrathful toward sin.  I have made many very 
educated predictions about the future, but my record of success is not good. The 
weather forecasters may not be right most of the time. There is only one God who 
accurately forecasts the future and only one Book with these forecasts, the Bible--
God's Word. He keeps His promises to His family. We can be sure that one day we 
will be in heaven with Jesus in spirit and at the rapture in our resurrected 
bodies. 

Be Thankful for His faithful eternal love  and the promise of victory over sin on earth 
and the promise of being with Jesus when we leave this body. 

God's Love In Compassion-- Psalm 136:23-26)                                                                                         
23 He remembered us in our humiliation His faithful love endures forever. 
24 and rescued us from our foes. His faithful love endures forever. 
25 He gives food to every creature. His faithful love endures forever. 
26 Give thanks to the God of heaven! His faithful love endures forever. 
Vv. 23-24 God remembered Israel in many humiliating circumstances resulting from 
God's plan/testing or their rebellion. Examples include their deliverance from Egypt, 
their support during the forty years wandering in the wilderness, the many times 
described in Judges where rebellion led again to slavery. But God remembered and 
restored them. 
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to hell. He remembered us when we repented of our sin and called on Jesus for 
salvation by faith through grace. He rescued us from our enemies of self, Satan and 
the World System. Now as disciples we still sin, but He is faithful to forgive our sins 
when we seek forgiveness. [1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.] We can truly 
give thanks to the only true God of the universe for our rescue & salvation; His 
faithful love endures forever. 

V.25 describes God's common grace for the universe and its inhabitants. He cares 
for people and all living things by providing provision and protection against their 
foes. "He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous 
and the unrighteous." [Matthew 5:45b] 

V. 26 the God of heaven, Creator and Sustainer, whose faithful love endures forever 
is worthy of our thanks. The Israelites major sin in the wilderness and afterward was 
being ungrateful to God through grumbling.  

They blamed God for every perceived problem and doubted His provision. They 
even ask to return to slavery in Egypt "The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we 
had died by the LORD’S hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we 
ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger.” [Exodus 16:3], 

 When the spies returned from surveying Canaan  "2 All the sons of Israel grumbled 
against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had 
died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD 
bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become 
plunder; would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 So they said to one another, “Let 
us appoint a leader and return to Egypt.” [Numbers 14:2-4]  

They are an example to us of what not to do: 10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and 
were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and 
they were written for our instruction. [1 Corinthians 10:10-11]  

 Instead of grumbling about our circumstance the disciple is urged to be thankful no 
matter how bad the circumstances.  In scriptures like these He commands 2 Consider 
it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces endurance. [James 1:2-3] and 16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 
18 in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. [1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18]  

His faithful love that endures forever is something to be continually rejoicing with 
inexpressible joy. 


