
Making Your Days Count!
By Joni Eareckson Tada

Absorbing the sudden news that you have a terminal illness can be overwhelming.  Up 
until that bad medical report, you enjoyed a certain rhythm in your days: running 
errands, picking up your kids from soccer, dropping things off  at the cleaners, coffee 
with friends, and your weekly routine of  the market. But now, it's all being held hostage 
by medical appointments.  Your disability has become a big parenthesis in your life, 
and you find yourself  wondering if  things will ever get back to normal. There are even 
days when you wonder “If  this is the way it's going to be, is life really worth living?”

Whenever I begin to think my efforts don’t count – or even when my quadriplegia and 
wheelchair feels like too much to handle – I think of  a young woman named Kim.  
Perhaps more than any other person, Kim showed me that my life – your life -- counts 
and it counts more than we can possibly imagine.

I first learned about Kim when an elder from her church in Pennsylvania called to ask if 
I would contact her with a few words of  encouragement.  “Kim is a brilliant 26-year-old 
Christian woman who has always been active in our church,” he said, “but last year she 
contracted a motor-neuron disease and now must stay in bed.  She can hardly move 
and she must be fed with a feeding tube.”  The elder paused for a moment then added, 
“Kim is very depressed and she’s wondering if  her life is worth living anymore.”

I telephoned Kim right away.  Her mother tucked the receiver under her ear.  Her 
breathing was so faint, I could hardly hear Kim’s voice. We discussed many things, 
including our favorite parts of  the Bible, the subject of  heaven, and prayer.  Finally, Kim 
said with great labor, “Joni, they want to give me a ventilator to help me breathe, but I 
don’t know whether I want one.  I’m so tired.  Do you think I should go on a ventilator?”

I was speechless. I took a deep breath, whispered a prayer, and replied, “Kim, there 
are a lot of  things to consider, not the least of  which is that your decision will affect 
many people around you.  But of  the two choices facing you, I think there’s a better 
one.”  I then proceeded to tell her a simple but powerful Bible verse which has 
encouraged and guided me through the toughest of  times in my 45 years of  
quadriplegia...

Second Peter 3:8 says, “Do not forget this one thing, dear friends:  With the Lord, a day 
is like a thousand years and a thousand years are like a day.”  We all know the old 
adage that God looks at the last 2,000 years as a couple of  days gone by, but what 
about the other half  of  the verse?  The part about seeing each day as a thousand 
years?  It’s like divine geometry.  It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out God's 
mathematical formula.  If  we see each day as comparable to a millennium in eternity, 
then each 24 hours is chock full of  opportunities to invest in a thousand years’ worth of 
eternity. Each day God gives us the precious gift of  hours to invest in the lives of  others 
– investments which will have eternal repercussions for us and them.
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Kim perked up at this idea.  “But I’m in bed.  I can’t go anywhere or do anything.  How 
can my life count in this condition?”  This is what I told her:  First, Kim, you can pray.  
No matter how feeble or fainthearted your prayers may seem, they have very special 
power with God.  It says in Psalm 10:17 “You hear, O Lord, the desire of  the afflicted; 
you encourage them, and you listen to their cry.”  The Lord cups his ear to listen when 
someone like you prays, someone who is enduring great affliction.  He bends over 
backward when people offer him “a sacrifice of  praise.”1  God is going to use your 
intercessions to shake the lives of  everyone around you.

That intrigued her.  “And your obedience counts for eternity.  Now is your chance to 
stretch your soul’s capacity for God, Kim.  Your patience and endurance will resound to 
more glory to God than you can possibly appreciate right now.  As it says in Romans 
8:18, ‘I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that 
will be revealed in us.’  If  you keep a godly response, then it must multiply out to at 
least 558 years of  eternal benefit to you and glory to God!”

She laughed.  I shared more.  I encouraged her to think of  the impact her patience and 
endurance would have on others around her, like her mom and dad.  Philippians 2:4 
tells us to always look out for the interests of  others before our own.  We are always 
called to think of  others no matter how difficult our circumstances.  

I suggested to Kim, “The next time your mother tube-feeds you your lunch, why don’t 
you ask to say a blessing on the food before she syringes it into your G-tube?”  She 
thought that was a creative idea!  I continued, “Do the divine geometry on that one.  It’s 
got to pan out to at least 784 years worth of  eternal benefit to you and your mother, as 
well as glory to God.”  

What a way for Kim to live out her remaining days.  If  she were to live only two more 
weeks with a perspective like this, that figures out to be 14,000 years worth of  eternal 
reward and glory.  By the time we finished talking on the phone, my young friend was 
energized.

It should energize us, too. No matter how overwhelmed we feel by a terminal diagnosis 
and all its attending problems, our lives count.  The smile you give others in the waiting 
room… the notes of  encouragement you jot to other patients in the chemo clinic… the 
phone call of  appreciation to your doctor’s secretary… the cookies you bake for the 
women’s group who is praying for you… all these things count!  “Therefore we do not 
lose heart.  Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed 
day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory 
that far outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (II Corinthians 
4:16-18).  

Isn’t that wonderful?  Your light and momentary troubles are achieving for you an 
eternal glory that far outweighs the inconvenience of  any hardship you may be facing.  
If  you give God a little obedience in a tough situation, he will do his divine calculus – 
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he will multiply out to you one eternal blessing after the next that will make your earthly 
trials seem like a dim, half-forgotten memory.  

Little wonder Psalm 90:12 tells us, “[O Lord], teach us to number our days aright, that 
we may gain a heart of  wisdom.”  So value your days and make the most of  every 
opportunity for doing good because this is the kind of  wisdom God wants you to apply 
to your 24-hour slices of  time.  Life is so short and even James 4:14 asks, “What is your 
life?  You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.”  No wonder the 
Bible describes each day as like a thousand years – that’s how priceless they are.    

Kim ended up living another month-and-a-half  after our conversation on the phone.  
But as her mother told me later on, those 45 days – she looked at them as 45,000 years 
– were some of  the most meaningful and important weeks she ever lived.  

Friend, if  Kim made the most of  every opportunity to reflect Jesus Christ during those 
difficult last days of  her life, you and I can reflect Jesus, as well.  So get a head start on 
eternity by understanding – and investing in – the real connection between this world 
and the next.  Please know that your prayers, obedience, sacrifices, and Christian 
encouragements toward others have a direct and positive bearing on your capacity for 
joy, worship and service to God in heaven.  

Life worth living is not found in a set of  circumstances – whether pleasant or painful.  
Life worth living is found in a person, the Prince of  Life.  The Resurrection and the Life.  
Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  He has the words of  life.  And Christ the Savior 
is the One who will desires to be Lord of  your days, as well as your Wisdom for living.  
When you look to him each day, each minute and hour, your life will count... and it will 
count for all of  eternity.  And with that, you get an A+ in his divine geometry!
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