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I. Exodus 13:17-22 Living in the Presence of the Lord all the time.          

Exodus 13:21 The LORD was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead 
them on the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might 
travel by day and by night. 

One of the greatest blessings that God can give to a person is to experience His 
presence.  The Bible has many scripture like “seek my face of God”. This means 
to seek to be in the presence of God-- for more click here. 

How amazing to be an Israelite departing from Egypt into the wilderness and see the 
presence of God manifest in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. What 
confidence to know that the Divine Warrior, Who brought Egypt to ruin, now went 
before them to lead them to the Promised Land.  

It is sobering to live in the continual presence of Holy God. Today Disciples just like 
the Israelites in today’s reading, live every moment of every day  “before the face of 
God.” May this lofty thought both comfort the afflicted and stir the complacent.  

Disciples live in the presence of Triune God every where we walk. He knows every 
thought we have and action we take, His divine power and Word gives guidance for 
today and the future. A  Yet we are not to live in fear as if God is trying to catch us 
doing wrong. Instead the Disciple lives by grace and perseverance in the presence 
of Triune God who loves us and wants the best in our life 

God took the Israelites the long way to the Promised Land because He knew they 
needed to learn to trust God as they walked with Him daily. B  It took 40 years to 
accomplish this. In the same way He often takes Disciples in an indirect path that 
may involve suffering and hardship over long periods of time as we learn to trust Him 
one day at time. 

May I take the words of the psalmist to heart: “If I take the wings of the dawn, if 
I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, even there Your hand will lead me, and 
Your right hand will lay hold of me”. C 

Notes: A- Psalm 119:105; & 2 Peter 1:3; B- Exodus 13:17-18; C- Psalm 139:9-10;  

 

 

 

 

 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/09/18/what-does-it-mean-to-seek-the-face-of-the-lord/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A105&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A3&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+13%3A17-18&version=NASB


II. The Setting-- Exodus 14:13-18 13 But Moses said to the people,              Page 2    
“Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the LORD which He will accomplish 
for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them 
again forever.  
I believe the presence of God led the Israelites between 60 and 150 miles to a 
branch of the Red Sea and they looked behind and here comes Pharaoh with his 
army. Understandably they were fearful after leaving Egypt and following God to see 
danger again. But Moses said to them "fear not" one of the most common 
expressions in the Bible. Moses said "Stand by" or wait quietly and firmly the Lord's 
mighty rescue. 
 
V.14 "The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent.”  We are to wait until we get 
an answer and in the meantime Jesus is fighting for us. 
 
Then the Lord said v.15 "Tell the sons of Israel to go forward." Sometime we are to 
wait and others to go forward. God promises to gives us guidance for the short and 
long term, A that His Word contains every thing required for life and holiness, B and 
that the Holy Spirit lives within every Disciple to provide guidance and help in 
understanding God's Word. C   
 
 
Vv.16-17 God has instructions for [1] Moses to use his staff to divide the sea in front 
of them so the Israelites can walk over on dry ground and [2] God will harden D  the 
hearts of the Egyptians so they will follow them in and God will cause the water to 
close over them. God received glory as the Egyptians will know that God is the Lord.  
The directions given by God were a call to trust Him. God’s provisions always 
require faith.  
 
The Lord had been leading them from in front of Israel but when they looked back 
He moved behind them to provide separation from the Pharaoh and his army in 
darkness. The Israelites were in the light looking out at the sea. Moses stretched his 
hand with staff over the sea and the Lord sent a strong east wind that swept the sea 
back dividing the waters and dried the sea bottom. Then Israel went on dry land 
between the walls of water across the sea.  
 
Picture Vv.19-21: Camp of Egypt & darkness | The Lord & pillar of cloud or fire| 
camp of Israel & light | Sea 
 

We are to stop and go based on His directions today. You say I receive no 
answer--keep asking and trusting God one day at a time--fear not, stay in the 
Word, worship and pray. Maybe no answer is either no, wait awhile or I have 
something better for you. 



Notes: A- Psalm 119:105; B- 2 Peter 1:3; C- John 16:13  ,                           Page 3                                            
Daily Decision Making D- See for "Harden, hardened, stubborn" used in 20 
verses in Exodus and what this means. For "Hardness of Heart " from ICR click here. 
For Scofield Reference notes for Exodus 4:21click here. For Chart of 10 Plagues click here. 
III. The Separation and Victory -- Exodus 14:19-22..22 The sons of Israel went 
through the midst of the sea on the dry land, and the waters were like a wall to them 
on their right hand and on their left. 
 
The Hebrew word translated "wall" connotes a massive, high wall such as that 
surrounding a city in ancient times. Thus, God’s intervention to deliver His people 
was clearly miraculous in nature. The same God who opened the sea for the 
Israelites continues to make a way for His Disciples today. He often leads us 
through—not around—all kinds of obstacles and troubles. A 
 
What causes us to doubt God’s delivering power even when we have plenty of 
evidence of His leading and protecting acts? What is the relationship between 
faith and obedience? Can you have one without the other?  
 
Exodus 14:31 When Israel saw the great power which the LORD had used against 
the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in His 
servant Moses. 
 
V.23-30 the Egyptians saw the Israelites walking across the sea between the walls 
of water and they charged right in after them. In the morning the Lord told Moses to 
stretch out his hand with the staff and close the sea on the Egyptians. The Lord 
saved the Israelites by His great power again. "1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, 
saying, 4 …I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will chase after them; and I will be 
honored through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the 
LORD.” And they did so." B 

 
This verse reminds me of the Judgment at the Throne of God. The lost will be judged 
by their works after their names are not found in the book of life. C I believe at that 
time the lost will "10 …at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father". D  But, just like it was to late for 
the Egyptians E it will too late for all the lost. C 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A105&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A3&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A13++&version=HCSB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/08/29/daily-living-and-decision-making-234/
http://www.icr.org/article/hardness-heart/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/scofield-reference-notes/
http://www.biblecharts.org/oldtestament/thetenplagues.pdf


 
Notes: A- The Lord protected Israel from the Egyptians.                              Page 4                
Here are other examples of the Lord's protection: Hezekiah prayers for protection 
from Assyria &185,000 warriors killed 2 Kings 18:13,33, 19:1,15-19,35 ; Elijah 
protected from Jezebel 1 Kings 19:1-8 ; Army of God protects Elisha 2 Kings 6:8-23 ; 
individual promises: Deuteronomy 31:6 ; Isaiah 40:31 ; 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 ; John 
10:28-29 ; Psalm 1:1-3, 23, 46:1-2, 91, 121:1-2; Isaiah 43:1-2 ; B- Exodus 14:1-4; C- 
Revelation 20:11-15 ; D- Philippians 2:10-11; E- Exodus 14:23-25 ; 
 

IV. Questioning the Future-- Exodus 16:1-3..1 Then they set out from Elim, and all 
the congregation of the sons of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is 
between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their 
departure from the land of Egypt.  
 
All the Israelites left the oasis of Elim and came to the wilderness of Sin one month 
after they were delivered from Egypt. During that time the provisions they brought 
with them from Egypt were being used up. They were in a wilderness with no 
provision. They began grumbling against Moses and Aaron. 
 
2 The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness. 
 
Although the people made Moses the target of their grumbling, ultimately it was 
against the Lord. Though the Israelites’ complaints seemed reasonable from a 
human perspective (water and food shortages), the people demonstrated a lack of 
faith and trust in God. By their grumbling, the people rebelled against the Lord and 
the leaders He had established over them. 
 
3 The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the LORD’S hand in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for 
you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
 
The Israelites turned to a serious form of grumbling that said they would have been 
better off if they had stayed in Egypt in slavery and bondage rather die from hunger 
in the wilderness. This is 4th of 14 examples of the Israelite grumbling A. We are told 
in the New Testament that this grumbling was an example to disciples today so we 
would not repeat their sin. B Paul inspired by the Holy Spirit also wrote "Do all things 
without grumbling or disputing;" C  
 
The Israelites’ grumbling was understandable from a human standpoint, yet 
unnecessary from a spiritual standpoint? How can disciples guard against 
pessimism and doubt now? 
 
Notes: A- 4th of 14 examples of grumbling, for all 14 click here; B- 1 Corinthians 
10:6-13 ; C- Philippians 2:14 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+18%3A13%2C33%2C+19%3A1%2C15-19%2C35&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+19%3A1-8&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+6%3A8-23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+31%3A6+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A31&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4%3A8-9+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A28-29+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A28-29+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Psalm+1%3A1-3%2C+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Psalm+23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Psalm+46%3A1-2&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Psalm+91&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+121%3A1-2&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43%3A1-2&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+20%3A11-15&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+14%3A23-25+&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/09/27/14-times-the-israelites-complained-or-grumbled-from-egypt-to-the-promised-land/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A1-13+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A1-13+&version=NASB


V. Questioning their Obedience-- Exodus 16:4-5, 11-12..                           Page 5  
4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and 
the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, 
whether or not they will walk in My instruction. 

God promised to rain bread from heaven to feed the Israelite community. He sent 
this bread not only to satisfy hunger but to teach them to rely on His provision. The 
Lord instructed the people to collect only enough for each day. By this restriction, He 
tested His people’s willingness to obey and depend on Him. Jesus taught His 
disciples to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread” A  Now we are to live one day at a 
time in dependence on the Lord and not be anxious about the future.  

God does not test His children to cause us to fail but provides opportunities to be 
conformed into the image of Jesus. God’s provision of manna was a supernatural act 
that compelled the Israelites to recognize it was the Lord who sustained them in the 
wilderness. They needed to learn to listen to Him and obey His commands in order 
to experience freedom from the slavery of sin. 

 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as 
they gather daily.” 

 The Lord instructed the Israelites to gather enough manna on the sixth day for the 
sixth and seventh days. What are the tests in these verses? 
11 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “I have heard the grumblings of the 
sons of Israel; speak to them, saying, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall be filled with bread; and you shall know that I am the LORD your 
God.’” 

The Lord spoke with Moses “face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend” B. He 
still speaks to His children today in various ways; His messengers—preachers and 
teachers, the Holy Spirit, and His Word. For freedom from the slavery of sin develop 
a close, personal relationship with the Lord through worship, bible study, meditation, 
prayer and listening to Him.  

The Lord addressed Moses in response to the Israelites’ fourth time of grumbling C. 
These complaints were acts of unbelief, disobedience, and rebellion against His 
authority and an example for disciples today D.  

In the evening the Lord sent quail meat. The manna appeared on the ground the 
next morning. In displaying His power over nature, the Lord confirmed His identity as 
their God another time. His provision included a test of the people’s obedience to 
Him. God still designs tests that require His disciples to depend on Him in greater 
ways. Successfully passing such tests strengthens our faith in Him. 

Instead of asking, “Why me, God?” when a test comes maybe we should ask, 
“God, what do You want me to do, learn or change?                                                                                 
Notes: A- Matthew 6:11; B- Exodus 33:9-11; C- 4th of 14 examples of grumbling, for all 14 click here. D- 1 Corinthians 10:1-15; 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/09/27/14-times-the-israelites-complained-or-grumbled-from-egypt-to-the-promised-land/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A1-13&version=NASB


VI. The Lord is My Banner Exodus 17                                                         Page 6  
2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water that we may 
drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the 
LORD?”  

The people quarreled/grumbled A again. They actually test the Lord in response to 
His test of them. The Lord instructed Moses to strike the rock and water will come 
out. Moses obeyed and there was water vv.3-7. 

Vv.8-14 8"Now Amalek came and fought against Israel". This was the first time Israel 
had been challenged in battle. The men of Israel prevailed against Amalek with the 
help of God and the perseverance of Joshua, Moses, Aaron and Hur. Joshua led the 
army, Moses held his staff up and when Moses arms tired Aaron and Hur supported 
them. 13 "So Joshua defeated Amalek" After the victory 15 "Moses built an altar and 
named it The LORD is my Banner;" [Jehovah-Nissi B]   
A banner is something that identifies and unifies a group of people. For example, a 
military flag or standard is sometimes called a banner. A banner also serves as a 
rallying point for troops in a battle.  The altar Moses built marked the place where 
God intervened on behalf of His people and “The Lord is my Banner,” was a way of 
identifying Israelites as the unified followers of the Lord as a standard for the future.  

We are to fight the good fight of faith, and to be faithful soldiers and servants of the 
Lord Jesus, for He is the "Captain of our salvation" C. At His Altar we will worship D 
God and Under His Banner we shall be victorious, for we have no strength of our 
own. It all comes from Him. 

My daily question--do I worship at His Altar and fight the daily spiritual battles 
I encounter with my strength or under the Banner of my Savior? 

Notes: A- 5th of 14 examples of grumbling, for all 14 click here.; B-Exodus 17:15, 
Seven familiar compound names for God in the Old Testament.                                        
Jehovah jireh (Gen 22:14) "The Lord will provide a sacrifice" 
Jehovah rapha (Exodus 15:26) "The Lord our Healer" 
Jehovah nissi (Exdos 17:15) "The Lord our Banner" 
Jehovah shalom (Judges 6:24) "The Lord our Peace" 
Jehovah raah (Psalms 23:1) "The Lord our Shepherd" 
Jehovah tsidkenu (Jeremiah 23:6) "The Lord our Righteousness" 
Jehovah shammah (Ezekiel 48:35) "The Lord is Present"; C- Hebrews 2:10 ;            
D- Romans 12:1-2 ; 2 Peter 1:3 ; 

 

 

 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/09/27/14-times-the-israelites-complained-or-grumbled-from-egypt-to-the-promised-land/
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A3+&version=HCSB


Summary/Application of Exodus 12-18                                                         Page 7 
1. May I take the words of the psalmist to heart: “If I take the wings of the dawn, if I 
dwell in the remotest part of the sea, even there Your hand will lead me, and Your 
right hand will lay hold of me”. [Psalm 139:9-10] 
 

 

2. We are to stop and go based on His directions today. You say I receive no 
answer--keep asking and trusting God one day at a time--fear not, stay in the Word, 
worship and pray. Maybe no answer is either [1] no, [2] wait awhile or [3] I have 
something better for you. 

 
3. What causes us to doubt God’s delivering power even when we have plenty of 
evidence of His leading and protecting acts? What is the relationship between faith 
and obedience? Can you have one without the other?  
                                                                                                                                       
 
4. If you taste the bitter waters today, don't grumble-- look to Jesus Christ, who 
Himself gives living water A and is able to preserve your spirit and soul and body for 
eternity!  B 
                                                                                                                                                 
 
5. Instead of asking, “Why me, God?” when a test comes maybe we should ask, 
“God, what do You want me to do, learn or change?” 
 

6. My daily question--do I worship at His Altar and fight the daily spiritual battles I 
encounter under the Banner of my Savior----or with my strength? 

 

7. Scripture Memory #4 Exodus 14:31 When Israel saw the great power which 
the LORD had used against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD, and they 
believed in the LORD and in His servant Moses. 

#5 Exodus 17:15 Moses built an altar and named it The LORD is my Banner; 

A- John 4:10, Jeremiah 2:13,John 4:14,Revelation 7:17,Revelation 21:6,Revelation 
22:1,Revelation 22:17 ; B- 1 Thessalonians 5:23 , Romans 8:10-11 
Philippians 3:21; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 ; 
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