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Worshiping anyone or anything other than the one true God is rebellion against Him. 
 
I. What is the idol in my life? 
 
First what is an idol? Anything begins to be an idol when the person or object begins 
to take the number one place in our lives that belongs only to God.  God said: "3 You 
shall have no other gods before Me. 4 You shall not make for yourself an idol,…5 You 
shall not worship them or serve them;" A Idol worship has taken many forms 
including the desire to control others, power, influence, houses, cars, sports, etc. 
  
Idolatry enters disciples lives because of our three enemies Satan, the world system 
and self. The apostle Paul admonished disciples to “Therefore consider the 
members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and greed, which amounts to idolatry.” B "Immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and greed" may all be defined as when disciples live as if everything exists for our 
benefit. This is an attempt to put ourselves in the place of Jesus instead of 
acknowledging "all things have been created through Him and for Him… and in Him 
all things hold together".  C  The Bible often warns against allowing things and people 
to take the place that only He deserves.  
 
Idol worship of any form is sin and begins with rebellion against God. I 
remember going to youth camp about 1984 and teaching the young men about the 
rebellion of Saul. God told Samuel to tell Saul "Rebelling against God or disobeying 
him because you are proud is just as bad as worshiping idols or asking them for 
advice.  You refused to do what God told you, so God has decided that you can’t be 
king." D  God allowed Saul to live almost 30 more years as king, but they were 
difficult years because "the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the LORD terrorized him." E  We can be thankful today that after the ascension of 
Jesus and Pentecost F the Holy Spirit does not depart from disciples G, but there can 
still be discipline by God H for rebellion and idol worship by His children. 
 

Self-examination for idols: What is one thing that would devastate you if you 
lost it? What is one thing that you think would bring you contentment if you 
gained it? 
 
Notes: A-  Exodus 20:3-5 ; B- Colossians 3:5; C- Colossians 1:16-17 ; D- 1 Samuel 
15:22-23 ; E- 1 Samuel 16:14; F- Acts 1-2; G- John 14:16, Ephesians 1:13-14 ; H- 
Hebrews 12:7-11 ; 
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II. Rebellion -- Exodus 32:1-4.. 1 Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to 
come down from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron and said to him, 
“Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who 
brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.”  

The Israelites became impatient because of the delay of Moses. They did not have 
faith in Moses and God who delivered them from Egypt and doubted Moses would 
return. As disciples we are to "walk by faith, not by sight". A  I tend to get impatient 
when lifeless objects like my computer don't work the way I think they should or 
people don't please me. These are both sins!  
 

2 Aaron said to them, “Tear off the gold rings which are in the ears of your wives, 
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.”  
 Aaron their leader was actively involved in their rebellion and idolatry. 
 

4 He took this from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool and made it into a 
molten calf; and they said, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the 
land of Egypt.” 
 
The Israelites rebelled against the first two commandments God had just given them: 
You shall have no other gods before Me and You shall make no idols. [Exodus 20:3-
5] Then they worshiped the idol. [Exodus 32:1-14] 
 
 Don't think this can not happen to us. Their first sin was rebellion against God's 
commands. Have you ever seriously considered God's commands in the New 
Testament and how are you doing at keeping them? When we love God we will 
obey these commands out of love not duty. [Here is my first try in random order 
after the first two] 
1. Love God and others [Mark 12:30-31, Matthew 22:37-39] 
2. Make new converts/disciples, then encouraged them to be baptized and teach 
them the commands of Jesus [Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 1:8, 2 Timothy 2:2 ] 
3. Study & meditate on God's Word daily [ 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Romans 10:17, for the 
HEAR method of Bible study click here]  
4. Be filled with the Spirit daily [Ephesians 5:18b] and receive the fruit of the Spirit 
[Galatians 5:22-23a]  
5. Keep My commandments because you love Me. [John 14:15] 
6. Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; 
[1 Thessalonians 5:16-18]   
7. For more NT Commandments click here 
How are you doing at keeping His commands every day because you love God 
and do not find His commandments burdensome? Which ones do you rebel 
against and worship your substitute idol out of love for self?                         
Notes: A- 2 Corinthians 5:7 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20%3A3-5&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20%3A3-5&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+32%3A1-14&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A30-31%2C+Matthew+22%3A37-39&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A19-20%2C+Acts+1%3A8%2C+2+Timothy+2%3A2+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+2+Timothy+3%3A16-17&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A17&version=NKJV
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/quiet_time_journal-one-per-page-h_e_a_r_-format.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A18b&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-23a&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A16-18&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/10/24/new-testament-commandments/


                                                                                                                           Page 3   
III. Sin Committed -- Exodus 32:5-6.. 5 Now when Aaron saw this, he built an altar 
before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to 
the LORD.”  
Five points in these verses. 
 
1.  Aaron not only made a golden calf, but also he built an altar as a place of worship 
and adoration for the false god. 
 
2.  Aaron made a proclamation for a day of celebration and worship to the false Lord. 
It was not to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Aaron was declaring that the 
true God had been replaced by a golden calf. 
 
6 So the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 
 
3. Early the next morning they arose. You know how difficult it is to challenge God’s 
people to regularly wake up, to attend Sunday School and worship. Yet, God’s 
people were so committed to this false god that they rose early to worship it.  
 
4. Not only did God’s people give of their gold to make the golden calf, but they 
actually offered gifts to this false deity.  
 
5. The people sat down to eat and drink, and got up to play. The people did not want 
accountability to God; they wanted to worship a god that would provide for their 
every need, without making any demands on them for obedience and holiness. They 
wanted to play rather than pray; they wanted to worship what they had created so 
that they could worship themselves. This is the nature of the sin of rebellion. 
 
Which of the Ten Commandments did the Israelites break in their rebellion? #1 &  
#2. 
 
When disciples worship God, we are acknowledging that we are made in His image, 
with value and dignity, though sinners. When we make God into a god who satisfies 
us, we have rebelled against God and sinned by worshiping idols of our own making.  
 
What is the relationship between idolatry and rebellion? Why is it so hard for 
people who trust in idols to see their rebellion against God? How have you 
rebelled against God by worshipping your favorite idols? 
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7 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Go down at once, for your people, whom you 
brought up from the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 
 
God is able to be angry because His anger and judgments are absolutely true and 
right, while our anger is often filled with jealousy and bitterness. The communion 
between God and Moses was interrupted by the actions of rebellion and idolatry of 
God’s people. Sin is always disruptive.  
 
Vv.8-9 gives us this perspective on the rebellion of God’s people:  
 

8 They have quickly turned aside from the way which I commanded them. They have 
made for themselves a molten calf, and have worshiped it and have sacrificed to it 
and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt!’” 
9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, they are an 
obstinate people. 
 
God knew that:  
1. His people turned away from Him and His commandments;  
2. they made a false god that was no god at all;  
3. they worshiped and offered sacrifices to this false god; 
4. they assigned glory and honor to this false god; and  
5. all of this was due to the fact that they were a “obstinate people.” 
 
10 Now then let Me alone, that My anger may burn against them and that I may 
destroy them; and I will make of you a great nation.” 
 
God had every right to judge, and even destroy, His people. Verse 10 gives us the 
initial verdict of God regarding the idolatry and rebellion of His people:  
1. to let Him alone—that is, for Moses to make no appeal for mercy for His people;  
2. that His anger would burn against His people;  
3. that He desired to destroy His people; and  
4. that He would begin a new nation and a new people with Moses.  
 
 
Today disciples can avoid God's anger by avoiding any acts that are rebellion 
against God and His commandments.  
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V. Appeal for Grace -- Exodus 32:11-14.. 11 Then Moses entreated the LORD his 
God, and said, “O LORD, why does Your anger burn against Your people whom You 
have brought out from the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 
12 Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, ‘With evil intent He brought them out to 
kill them in the mountains and to destroy them from the face of the earth’? Turn from 
Your burning anger and change Your mind about doing harm to Your people.  
 
Moses did just what God told him not to do, he interceded on behalf of the people. 
He asks the Lord why His anger burned. God had just brought His people out of the 
land of Egypt with great power and a strong hand. Moses asks the Lord not to give 
the Egyptians an opportunity to think God was evil because He destroyed His people 
that He just delivered.  
 

13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants to whom You swore by 
Yourself, and said to them, "I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the 
heavens, and all this land of which I have spoken I will give to your descendants, 
and they shall inherit it forever."  
 
Moses appealed to God’s faithfulness to His sworn covenant with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob---to greatly increase their descendents and give them the Promised Land 
forever. Moses’ plea for mercy was based on God’s covenant faithfulness, not on the 
worthiness of the people. For the people were unworthy. This is the situation today 
with His children.   
 

14 So the LORD changed His mind about the harm which He said He would do to His 
people. 
 
In response to Moses’ earnest prayer, the Lord relented and chose not to destroy the 
Israelites. But Moses returned to the camp and saw their great sin and became 
angry. Moses punished them and then again pleaded with the Lord as intercessor; "if 
You will, forgive their sin—and if not, please blot me out from Your book which You 
have written!” A  The Lord forgave all the Israelites who repented. B 
 
I believe this is a picture of Jesus at the right hand of God as our Intercessor and 
Advocate--"My little children… if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ…; C and "…He always lives to make intercession for" His children. D   
God demonstrated love and grace by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for 
our sins. E By His grace we are saved through faith in Jesus F and are growing to 
become the image of Jesus. G  
God’s being faithful to His promises to Abraham gives us comfort today. We 
can be thankful for His mercy, grace and love for His disciples today Notes: A- 
Exodus 32:32; B- Exodus 32:28, 35 ; C- 1 John 2:1-2 ; D- Hebrews 7:25 ; E- 
Romans 5:8 ; F- Romans 10:17, Ephesians 2:8 ; G- Titus 2:11-13  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+32%3A28%2C+35+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A1-2+&version=NASB
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Romans+10%3A17%2C+Ephesians+2%3A8+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Titus+2%3A11-13%2C+Romans+8%3A29+&version=NASB
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VI. The shining face of Moses--Exodus 34:29-35.. 29 It came about when Moses 
was coming down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the testimony were in 
Moses’ hand as he was coming down from the mountain), that Moses did not know 
that the skin of his face shone because of his speaking with Him. 30 So when Aaron 
and all the sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they 
were afraid to come near him. 31 Then Moses…32…  commanded them to do 
everything that the LORD had spoken to him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had 
finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. 
 
Moses’ face shone because he was speaking with God. A small part of God’s glory 
had passed to the face of Moses, and it was such a glorious spectacle that all the 
people stood in fear. It was impossible for Moses to remain unchanged after his 
intimate encounter with God. His shining face bore witness to the breathtaking glory 
he beheld.  
 
As sinners, we deserve the full, direct force of God’s wrath. Yet because Jesus took 
God’s entire wrath for the disciple's sin [and even those who reject Him] upon 
Himself, He now stands as disciple's intercessor, pleading our case before a holy 
God. Each time we sin, Christ stands before God ready to claim that sin as His own. 
Not because He is in any way guilty of our sin, but because on the cross He became 
sin for us so that we might become the righteousness of God! A  

 

At the time of a disciple salvation he/she became a new creature B, a member of 
God's family C, the disciple's body becomes the temple of the Holy Spirit D and we 
receive the glory of God E!  
 
This should result in our actions and attitude changing so that people see something 
different in us. We become encouragers because of His presence and His love for 
us. Because we love Him and we want to obey His great Commandant-"Love God 
and others" F and His Great Commission-"Go make disciples, seeing them baptized 
and then teaching them the commands of God." G 
 
O God help me live my life so that people see something different about my 
attitude, words and actions. May the glory of God be revealed in my life every 
day, at my expense, without expecting any merit or glory for my-self. 
 
Notes: A- 1 John 2:1, 2 Corinthians 5:21 ; B- 2 Corinthians 5:17 ; C- Romans 8:14, 
6-17 ; D- 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19-20 ; E- John 17:22 ; F- Mark 12:30-31, G- Matthew 
28:18-20 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A1%2C+2+Corinthians+5%3A21+&version=NASB
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1. Self-examination for idols: What is one thing that would devastate you if you lost 
it? What is one thing that you think would bring you contentment if you gained it? 
 
2. How are you doing at keeping His commands every day because you love God 
and do not find His commandments burdensome? Which ones do you rebel against 
and worship your substitute idol out of love for self?                          
 
3. What is the relationship between idolatry and rebellion? Why is it so hard for 
people who trust in idols to see their rebellion against God? How have you rebelled 
against God by worshipping your favorite idols? 
 
4. Today disciples can avoid God's discipline by avoiding any acts that are rebellion 
against God and His commandments.  
 
5. God’s being faithful to His promises to Abraham gives us comfort today. We can 
be thankful for His mercy, grace and love for His disciples today. 
 
6. O God help me live my life so that people see something different about my 
attitude, words and actions. May the glory of God be revealed in my life every day, at 
my expense, without expecting any merit or glory for my-self. 
 
7. Scripture Memory: Exodus 32:14 "So the Lord changed His mind about the 
harm which He said He would do to His people." After intercession by Moses!               
1 John 2:1 & Hebrews 7:25 “My little children… if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ;...He always lives to make intercession" for 
His disciples. 
Ten Commandments [abbreviated] Exodus 20:1-17 

1. You shall have no other gods before Me. 

2. You shall make no idols. 

3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. 

4. Keep the Sabbath day holy. 

5. Honor your father and your mother. 

6. You shall not murder. 

7. You shall not commit adultery. 

8. You shall not steal. 

9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

10. You shall not covet. 



UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT EXODUS 32:1–34:35  
 
1. Exodus 32:1-6 Moses’ prolonged absence from the Israelites—he was on the 
mountain receiving instructions from God—led them to demand that Aaron make a 
representation of God. Taking gold earrings from the women and children, Aaron 
fashioned a golden calf, and the people held a great feast, sacrificing to this idol.  
 
2. Exodus 32:7-14 God commanded Moses to return immediately to the people, 
stating that He intended to destroy them for their disobedience. Moses pleaded with 
God to spare Israel, and God honored Moses’ intercession.  
 
3. Exodus 32:15-28 When Moses approached the camp and saw the people’s sinful 
actions, he became enraged and smashed the tablets on which God had inscribed 
the Ten Commandments. Moses called those faithful to God to come to him. The 
Levites gathered around Moses, and he instructed them to kill the unrepentant 
idolaters.  
 
4. Exodus 32:29-35 After Moses sought God’s forgiveness for the people, God 
pledged to guide them but punished them with a plague.  
 
5. Exodus 33:1-6 The Lord declared to Moses that He would send an angel before 
His people to lead them, but He would not go with them because of their constant 
disobedience-"they were an obstinate people".  
 
6. Exodus 33:7-12  Moses set up a tent of meeting outside the camp where he went 
to speak with God and to receive His guidance.  
 
7. Exodus 33:13-23 Moses asked God to send His presence with the Israelites and 
to teach him His ways. When Moses asked to see God’s glory, the Lord instructed 
him to wait in the crevice of a rock as He passed by. God allowed Moses to see His 
back but not the overwhelming glory of His face.  
 
8. Exodus 34:1-28 God instructed Moses to prepare two new tablets on which He 
would write the Ten Commandments. When Moses ascended Mount Sinai again, 
God declared His name and nature, and Moses worshiped Him. [V.9] Moses ask 
God to accompany the Israelites for 2rd time [33:12, 34:9] instead of an angel as in 
[32:34 & 33:2] Answered in [33:14 & 34:10 ] and [Numbers 10:15-23] 
God stated that He would drive out the inhabitants of Canaan so the Israelites could 
settle in the land. God instructed the Israelites not to make treaties with the people of 
Canaan or to engage in idolatry. Instead, they were to observe the sacred times of 
the year and to offer worthy sacrifices.  
9. Exodus 34:29-35 After remaining with God on Mount Sinai for forty days and 
nights, Moses returned to the people, his face shining with the reflected light of 
God’s glory. 


