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God gives a clear standard for holy living. 
FBC Mission:  Glorify God and make Him known to everyone…everywhere. 
Goal: 1,000 gospel conversations per week.  
Everyone is either primarily an encourager or discourager in their attitude and 
actions. I think you will agree success in witnessing for Jesus requires encouragers. 
Today I want us to dive into the subject of being encouragers and see what makes 
us discouragers. Let's begin with looking at the Israelites as they have been 
delivered from Egypt. 
I. If you will obey My word and keep my covenant Israel will be a kingdom of 
priests- Exodus 19:1-8.. 5 Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the 
earth is Mine; 6a and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ 
 
After being delivered from Egypt, then escaping through the Sea, victorious in battle 
over Amalek and grumbling A five times, the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai. The 
Lord instructed Moses to tell the Israelites to obey Him and keep His covenant and 
Israel will be a kingdom of priests. God's goal was for the Israelites to take the word 
of God to all the nations. However it was conditional on obedience. 
 
8 All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will 
do!” 
The people said we will be obedient. However, we know in the next 40 years they 
grumbled at least 10 more times. Jesus 1,476 years later said "Therefore I say to 
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, 
producing the fruit of it." B Israel's last chance was fast approaching. The veil in the 
temple split at the death of Jesus, C the church was formed at Pentecost D, and in 70 
AD the temple was destroyed by the Romans and Israel was scattered. On May 14, 
1948 Israel was reborn as a nation. E  The next event for the nation of Israel is during 
the great tribulation in the future. F Individual Israelites are saved just as all other 
people. H 

The question for the true church in the USA is whether the church will be replaced as 
fruit bearer by the true church in another nation. At least since 1960 the USA true 
church has been in decline. I Will the decline continue? J 

The true church will continue to decline unless disciples redouble efforts to: 
[1] go making disciples, [2] baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit and [3] teaching them all that that Jesus commanded us. 
What is my goal for gospel conversations per week? 

Notes: A- The Israelites grumble 14 times, click here ; B- Matthew 21:43; C- Matthew 
27:50-51 ; D- Acts 2 ; E- For Israel Independence Day click here, For why President 
Truman backed creation of Israel click here , Daniel 37:1-23 ; F- Ezekiel 39:25-29 ;  

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/09/27/14-times-the-israelites-complained-or-grumbled-from-egypt-to-the-promised-land/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A50-51+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A50-51+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2+&version=NASB
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/creation-israel
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/08/07/why-president-truman-backed-creation-of-state-of-israel-may-1948/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+39%3A25-29&version=NASB
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H- For Peace with God click here. I- For the great evangelical recession click here ; 
J- For bold prayers for revival click here  

A. Let's address how we are a discourager-- The most damaging attitude that 
keeps disciples from having gospel conversations with others is being self-centered. 
Instead we must be Jesus-centered and be obedient by faith in God and in His grace 
"Love God and others". This was the problem with the Israelites. They would trust 
God for a little while after a supernatural miracle but then they would revert to 
murmuring or grumbling at the first sign of adversity or something they did not like. 
What can disciples learn from their story today? 

1. First let's define "murmuring, grumbling or complaining" that discourages people. 
The Israelites were complaining against Moses, Aaron and God. This demonstrated 
a lack of faith in God and His appointed representatives. For 40 years God 
maintained His presence as He guided them by a pillar of cloud or fire and He gave 
them food and water. Moses said "I have led you forty years in the wilderness; your 
clothes have not worn out on you, and your sandal has not worn out on your foot." A 

After the 5th time of grumbling God started exacting punishment for showing a lack of 
faith and trust in Him and His appointed representatives. See footnote B.  Only the 9th 
and 13th time did not result in punishment.                                                                                                  
#10 The 10 spies who had no faith in God delivering the Promised Land were killed 
 instantly. All but Joshua and Caleb of the men over 19 delivered from Egypt  
 were sentenced to die in the wilderness. They did not find rest and peace in 
 the Promised Land. This was over 600,000 men. C                                                                                              
#14 Moses disobeyed God and he and Aaron were not allowed to enter the 
 Promised Land.  Even Moses and Aaron were not exempt.                                                                                                                

In the NT we are told; "Now these things happened to them as an example, and they 
were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come." D This 
should be amble evidence that disciples are not to grumble against God and His 
appointed representatives. His representatives are responsible to God or an 
appointed representative over them and God, and not to us as individuals.  

I believe we are imperiling ourselves when we are critical of God's church, His 
appointed representatives and any of the church's parts. 

2. Sarcastic comments and attempts at humor can often be misinterpreted by people 
and cause hurt feelings and be discouraging. 

3. Attempts with an angry attitude to question the actions of someone else can lead 
to discouragement. 

4. As an individual without authority from God's appointed representatives; trying to 
control the actions of others is an attempt to be self-centered rather Jesus centered.  

https://peacewithgod.net/
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2013/08/19/the-great-evangelical-recession/
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/02/03/opportunity-available-in-2017-and-beyond/
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5. Constantly seeking a platform for giving your opinions is self-centered and 
discouraging. Learn to be sincerely interested in the other person and be a good 
listener.  

6. Being critical, defensive or easily offended can be discouraging to others. 

7. Jesus warned about being unforgiving; "But if you do not forgive others, then your 
Father will not forgive your transgressions." E  Jesus set the example on the cross as 
"Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." 
E1  This is a hard saying for us but the Bible says "For you have been called for this 
purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow 
in His steps," E2  Note this verse refers to "you" 3 times and in context refers to 
people doing what is right and suffering for it like Jesus did. E2 

8. Someone told me years ago that as people age their true personality or character 
becomes stronger and takes over their life.  Either the love of Jesus will take over 
your life or bitterness, anger, or attempts to control others will become prominent. To 
me it is very sad to see an older person living their last years in bitterness, anger and 
discouragement to others.   

I want to link all 8 of these statements under the broad category of "discouraging". I 
give you the responsibility when you hear any of these examples to sweetly say "Is 
this an example of discouragement, murmuring or grumbling that Henry was 
talking about. I would prefer changing the subject." Jesus said we are to love 
Him and others, even our enemies. This is an attitude that will be encouraging and 
lead to many gospel conversations. 

God inspired John to say about our brothers and sisters in His church: "If someone 
says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love 
his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen." F 

B. Be an encourager and be a person who has gospel conversations with 
people on a regular basis.  

Let the love of Jesus flow through you to love God and others. Be filled with the 
Spirit daily and then let the fruit of the Spirit flow out of your life--love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. F1 

C. Are you an encourager or discourager? I hope you will give serious thought as 
to whether your attitudes and actions lead to encouraging or discouraging others. 
We are a community of believers in Jesus that needs to seek peace and love 
together so that love can be shared with the Jacksonville people we come into 
contact with ever day. Give yourself a grade of best 5 down to 0; for being an 
encourager and discourager. Best would be 5 for encourager and 0 for discourager. 
Be honest and ask God to change you if necessary. 



Paul Tripp said: "Real change does not take place until it is visible in our lives and 
our relationships. The Bible uses the word "heart" to describe who we are at our 
core. The Bible describes the Christian life in terms of a new relationship with God 
that brims with hope and flows from the core of our being into our daily lives. Jesus 
said that all true obedience grows out of a transformed heart." F2 

I will end with David's Psalm of self-examination: " 23 Search me, O God, and know 
my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts; 24 And see if there be any hurtful 
way in me, And lead me in the everlasting way." G 

Notes: A- Deuteronomy 29:5; B- For 15 examples of grumbling click here ; C- 
Numbers 1:45–46 ; D- 1 Corinthians 10:11; E- Matthew 6:15; E1- Luke 23:34; E2- 1 
Peter 2:19-24 ; F- 1 John 4:20; F1- Ephesians 5:18b, Galatians 5:22-23b; F2- "How 
People Change" by Timothy Lane & Paul Tripp, Pages 171-176, to order click here;  
G-  Psalms 139:23-24 ; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/09/27/14-times-the-israelites-complained-or-grumbled-from-egypt-to-the-promised-land/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A19-24+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A18b&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-23b&version=NASB
https://www.amazon.com/How-People-Change-Timothy-Lane/dp/1934885533/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1507498290&sr=1-1&keywords=how+people+change+by+an+and+tripp
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139%3A23-24
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II. The God of all the commandments-- Exodus 20:1-2 1 Then God spoke all these 
words, saying, 2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery. 

The law includes teaching, instruction, and revelation and taught the Israelites how 
to live as His holy people. The Israelites were to live out the moral principles laid 
down in the Ten Commandments, not to earn salvation but, to experience 
meaningful lives that belong to the Lord. 

 V.1 said the Ten Commandments came from God. God identified Himself and 
established His authority to give the Ten Commandments. The Hebrew term 
translated God is "elohim", a plural term for deity. This may indicate God’s triune 
nature.  

V.2 God began by identifying Himself as the Lord. The name denotes God as the 
self-existent God who acts independently of outside influences. AA As the Lord, God 
has the authority to define how His people should live to exhibit His character in the 
world. The Lord further introduced Himself as the Redeemer, the One who had 
brought the Israelite people out of slavery. Remembering what the Lord had done for 
them should motivate people to demonstrate love for Him by obeying His 
commands. Jesus told His disciples something similar, “If you love Me, you will keep 
my commands” A 

I will never forget when I heard and applied this verse in my life the first time. In 1967 
Dr. Homer Lindsay Jr. used this verse in a Wednesday night sermon as he passed 
through Jacksonville. Unfortunately for many years I applied the verse legally "You 
will keep my commandments to prove you love Me." Finally, I realized there is a 
huge difference between that version and the true meaning "by My grace you love 
Me, therefore you will keep My commands." 

Any love I have came from God; "In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." B and "… His 
commandments are not burdensome." C  What a difference it made in my life when 
by grace I persevere to keep His commandments because I love Jesus. 

We attempt to make God in our image rather than remembering we are made in 
His image to keep His commandments. 

Notes: AA- For Attributes of God's Power and Caring click here; A- John 14:15; B- 1 
John 4:10; C- 1 John 5:3. 

 

 

 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/07/07/knowing-god-his-attributes/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A3&version=NASB
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III. Relating to God--Love God-- Exodus 20:3-11.. The Ten Commandments can 
be divided into two main sections. The first section focuses on our relationship with 
God vv. 3-11. The second section concerns our relationships with other people 
vv.12-17. 

#1- 3 “You shall have no other gods before Me." The first commandment requires the 
recognition and honoring of only one true God and deals with determining our 
priorities. No person can have two loyalties. Recall Jesus’ words: "No one can serve 
two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 
to one and despise the other." A  

#2- 4a “You shall not make for yourself an idol" The first commandment focuses on 
who to worship and the second commandment deals with how to worship. The 
second commandment prohibits not only idolatry but also the making of images or 
likenesses of the one true God. This commandment prohibits false substitutes for the 
worship of the one true God.  

Vv.5-6 The Hebrew term rendered jealous might better be rendered “zealous”. When 
used of the Lord, the term denotes an attribute that demands exclusive devotion to 
Him. God is not suspicious or distrustful of others’ success. 

The rest of verses 5-6 remind us we can expect consequences that correspond to 
our acceptance or rejection of Him. The terms rendered hate and love refer to 
unfaithfulness and loyalty respectively, rather than being emotional or sentimental 
terms. The idea of punishing the children for the fathers’ iniquity warns that each 
generation will be punished if they keep committing the sins of previous generations, 
B but showing His faithful love to thousands of those who love Him and keep His 
commands. C 

#3- 7a  “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain," You shall not use 
God's name as a curse word, in swearing and being a hypocrite by pretending to be 
a follower of Jesus when your actions say something different. 

#4- 8 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy." Vv.8-11 commands God’s people 
to set aside a weekly day for worship and rest and reminds of His creation of 
everything. C The resurrection occurred on the first day of the week and the early 
disciples shifted the worship and rest day to Sunday.  

Do I keep the first four commandments as a way of demonstrating love for 
God?  

Notes: A- Matthew 6:24a; B- Deuteronomy 24:16 ; Exodus 20:5-6 ; C- Exodus 
20:11a; 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+24%3A16+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20%3A5-6+&version=NASB


                                                                                                                          Page 7 

IV. Relating to society--Love others--Exodus 20:12-17.. How we relate to God 
determines how we will relate to others and how we relate to others reveals what we 
think and believe about God and His commands. God wanted Israel to look at His 
commandments as a whole rather than as separate parts.  

#5- 12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the 
land which the LORD your God gives you.  

Treat parents with the respect no matter the circumstances. God made the family the 
basic unit of society and culture. To dishonor our parents is a way of dishonoring 
God. 

#6- 13 “You shall not murder.  

The Law clarified that the prohibition against murder did not apply to defending one’s 
home, A to the state’s execution of murderers, B to accidental killings, C or to a 
nation’s involvement in certain types of war. D  Jesus added that anger at a person is 
the same as murder. E 

#7- 14 “You shall not commit adultery.  

Adultery is sexual relations outside of marriage. This also speaks to keeping pure in 
sexual relations until marriage. Jesus said that looking at a person of the with lust is 
the same as adultery. G 

#8- 15 “You shall not steal. 

 Stealing undermines the basic concept of the property rights of others and 
dismantles the notion of work. God’s command not to steal but to do honest work 
and help anyone in need is repeated in the NT. H  

#9- 16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  

We are not to lie as disciples who serve a God who cannot lie. I  We are to reflect His 
character by being people of truth and integrity. J 

#10- 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Coveting is the desiring of what someone else possesses may be accompanied by 
jealousy, envy, anger, and idolatry. Coveting is a sin against our neighbors because 
it views them as someone from whom we are to take. Further, coveting is a sin 
against God because it doubts that God will provide for our every need according to 
His riches in Jesus Christ.  
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The law can not save us. Jesus Christ alone perfectly fulfilled and completed the 
purposes of the law of God as "He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him". K  All lawbreakers 
who repent of their sin and believe the good news of Jesus Christ are saved. L This 
is the gospel.  

What the law could not do in us or for us, Jesus Christ did for us.  

Notes: A-  Exodus 22:2 : B- Genesis 9:6 ; C- Deuteronomy 19:5 ; D- For Christian 
Just Rules of War click here ; F- Matthew 5:21-22 ; G- Matthew 5:27-28 ; H- 
Ephesians 4:28 ; I-  Numbers 23:19; Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18 ; J- Matthew 5:37 ; K- 2 
Corinthians 5:21 ; L- For how to have peace with God click here. 

                                                                                                                        

V. Summary/Application Exodus 19-24 

1. The true church will continue to decline unless disciples redouble efforts to:             
[1] enter into gospel conversations and trust God to make new disciples,                                     
[2] baptizing the new disciples in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
and [3] teaching them all that that Jesus commanded us.                                                    
What is my goal for gospel conversations per week?  

2. We attempt to make God in our image rather than remembering we are made in 
His image to keep His commandments. 

 

3. Do I keep the first four commandments as a way of demonstrating love for God?  

 

4. Jesus said "Love God and others". Commit every day to be an encourager with a 
goal of having more than ______gospel conversations per week! 

 

 5. Scripture Memory Psalm 139:23-24..23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
Try me and know my anxious thoughts; 24 And see if there be any hurtful way in me, 
And lead me in the everlasting way."  

Exodus 19:5-6a..5 Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the 
earth is Mine; 6a and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+22%3A2+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+9%3A6+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+19%3A5+&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/10/05/christian-just-war-tradition-from-erlc-of-sbc/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-22+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A27-28+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+23%3A19%3B+Titus+1%3A2%3B+Hebrews+6%3A18+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A37+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A21&version=NASB
https://peacewithgod.net/

