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God’s people are to live as a holy, set-apart priesthood. 
I. Aaron and his Sons Consecrated as Priests - Leviticus 8: 1Then the LORD 
spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Take Aaron and his sons with him,…5 Moses said to the 
congregation, “This is the thing which the LORD has commanded to do.” 

The priests did not consecrate themselves, all was done by another, in this instance 
Moses, acting for the Lord. The priests simply presented their bodies in the sense 
of the sacrifice of our bodies today as "a living holy sacrifice". A  

The High Priest Aaron was first clothed B with articles prepared as described as the 
Lord commanded Moses. C  

The Tabernacle was anointed and Aaron was anointed as High Priest with anointing 
oil. D 

A bull was the sin offering for Aaron and his sons. E 

A ram was the burnt offering for Aaron and his sons. F 

The second ram, the ram of ordination was offered. G 

Various other parts of the consecration service. H 

All of this was "just as the Lord had commanded Moses". This phrase occurs 8 times 
in Leviticus 8. 

This was a bloody ceremony. As Aaron and his sons are being consecrated as 
mediators between God and His people, three animals are being slain symbolizing 
the covering of their sin. According to the scripture the priests must continue offering 
sacrifices for themselves just as they did for the people every day for 1476 years; 
until Jesus died on the cross one time for the sins of every person.  

The resurrected Jesus at the right hand of God “does not need daily, like those high 
priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the 
people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.” I   As His 
disciples High Priest, He stands ready today by grace and mercy to meditate and 
intercede on our behalf with God.  

Who or what do you trust as a replacement for Jesus? Can you identify things in 
your life that you depend upon besides Jesus? What would move you toward sole 
dependence on Jesus? Thank God for Jesus, Who was perfectly sinless and 
therefore able to pay for your sin because He accomplished your eternal 
salvation on the Cross. For how to be saved for eternity  click here. 

Notes: A- Romans 12:1 ;  B- Leviticus 8:7-9 ; C- Exodus 39:1-31 ; D- Leviticus 8:10-
12 ; E- Leviticus 8:14-17 ; F- Leviticus 8:18-21 ; G- Leviticus 8:22-26 ; H- Leviticus 
8:13, 27-36 ; I- Hebrews 7:27  
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Leviticus 9:15-24..15 Then he presented the people’s offering, and took the goat of 
the sin offering which was for the people, and slaughtered it and offered it for sin, like 
the first. 16 He also presented the burnt offering, and offered it according to the 
ordinance. 17 Next he presented the grain offering, and filled his hand with some of it 
and offered it up in smoke on the altar, besides the burnt offering of the morning. 
18 Then he slaughtered the ox and the ram, the sacrifice of peace offerings which 
was for the people; and Aaron’s sons handed the blood to him and he sprinkled it 
around on the altar.  
 Aaron took a male goat and made a sin offering v.15; followed by the burnt offering 
in v.16 and the grain offering in v. 17. Aaron offered an ox and a ram as a peace 
offering for God’s people vv.18-21. The 7th animal sacrificed in this ceremony. When 
they were faithful to make these sacrifices to Him with a humble and repentant heart, 
He was faithful to forgive and cleanse them of their sins.  

The Old Testament sacrifices point forward to Jesus, our Mediator Who offered 
Himself; "He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him." A 

With the coming of Jesus, the need for priests to continually offer sacrifices on the 
altar came to an end. Jesus is "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world." B By the single offering of Himself He exhausted the wrath of God for the sins 
of people. C Jesus, our High Priest, is seated at the right hand of God D "Therefore let 
us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need." E 
Do you think the Israelites or the priests every started presenting their sacrifices as a 
ritual sacrifices and offerings to God rather than with a holy, humble and repentant 
heart? Is that a risk for disciples today as we present our selves as a living sacrifice? 
We are to be holy in our conduct! G "Holiness– God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit are 100% devoted to each other in faithfulness and loyalty and trust.  The 
separation of holiness for disciples is having complete devotion to God and being 
separated from a world that disregards God. Human holiness has to do with moral 
purity as a result of the primary focus, our devotion to God. Moral purity and 
separation from sin is not the meaning of word holy but the result of being devoted to 
God." H 
We are to keep short accounts with God by daily CONFESSING where I have 
sinned against God & others; REPENTING of this sin, asking God for forgiveness 
and help [a] to change my heart and [b] in persevering to turn from that sin. F 
Notes: A- 2 Corinthians 5:21; B- John 1:29; C- Hebrews 9:11-12 ; D- Hebrews 8:1; 
E- Hebrews 4:16; F- Click for Self-examination ; G- 1 Peter 1:15-16 ; H- From “A 
Theology of Biblical Counseling” by Dr Heath Lambert, Footnote 11 at bottom page 
124. 
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toward the people and blessed them, and he stepped down after making the sin 
offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. A 23 Moses and Aaron went 
into the tent of meeting. When they came out and blessed the people, the glory of 
the LORD appeared to all the people. 24 Then fire came out from before the LORD 
and consumed the burnt offering and the portions of fat on the altar; and when all the 
people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces. 

After Aaron made the sin, burnt and peace offerings to God that symbolized 
cleansing of God’s people from their sins, he blessed the people. Aaron and Moses 
then entered the tent of meeting. We don't know what happened while Aaron and 
Moses were before the Lord. But we do know that when they came out, they blessed 
the people, and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people.  

V.24 Fire came from the Lord and consumed the burnt offering on the altar. When 
the people saw it, they shouted and fell facedown and worshiped God. Today 
believers can enjoy the blessing of being in God’s presence through the constant 
presence of the Holy Spirit in our body. B True worship happens when we come 
humbly before God in confession and repentance and then rise up in joyful praise 
and worship to Him.   

Under inspiration from God John said “The glory which You have given Me I have 
given to them”. B  Down through time from 1445 BC to 30 AD the Holy Spirit and 
Glory of God came and departed from individuals. But after Pentecost we have the 
continuous presence of the Holy Spirit within the disciple C and the glory of God. In 
light of this tremendous reality how can we not live holy lives?  

Disciples today have the constant presence of the Holy Spirit and glory of 
God. If you were asked to describe the blessings of living a holy life, how 
would you respond? Notes: A- Click here for sin offering and the burnt offering and 
the peace offerings. B- John 17: 22a, for "The Glory of God" click here and "Where is 
the glory of God now?" click here ; C- 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19-20, Romans 8:9-10 ;                          

IV. Jesus the disciples High Priest--The New Testament uses the language of the 
priesthood to speak of Jesus Who relates to the Leviticus priest in 3 ways: [1] Just 
as the priests offered sacrifices for sin, Jesus offered up the perfect sacrifice for sin–
His own body one time forever [Hebrews 7:27; 9:12, 24-28; 10:1-2, 10, 12, 14; 
13:12).  [2] Just as the priests helped the people draw closer to God, Jesus is the 
one way for us to have an eternal relationship with God [John 1:4, 3:16, 4:14, 10:9, 
11:25,14:6, Hebrews 2:17-18, 6:19-20; 10:19-22, 1 John 5:20]. [3] Just as the priests 
were intermediaries between the people and God, Jesus is our High Priest and 
mediator providing access to the Father on our behalf [1 John 2:1-2, Romans 8:34; 1 
Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:25]. I hope you will spend time meditating on the passages 
above and be thankful for Jesus as Savior, Advocate, Intercessor, and High Priest. 
He guarantees His disciples access to God all the time.  Lift your prayer up to God 
and thank Him for His Son Jesus as our High Priest. 
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took their respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and 
offered strange fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them. 2 And fire 
came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before 
the LORD. 3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “It is what the LORD spoke, saying, ‘By those 
who come near Me I will be treated as holy, And before all the people I will be 
honored.’” So Aaron, therefore, kept silent. 
 
The key verse in Leviticus refers to 1 Peter 1:15-16 " 
A "In disobedience to God Nadab and Abihu offered the “strange fire” and faced the 
fiery wrath of God as a result. Do you fear God in His holiness? Scripture…teaches 
that God is holy and that in His holiness His response to sin is wrath. You may 
wonder, then, how it is that you are still alive today, after having sinned so many 
times in your life.  
 
While God is holy and while He does smite sin, He is also gracious and merciful. 
This tension in God’s character–holiness and grace, wrath and mercy–presents 
us with a dilemma: How can a holy God forgive sin? If God is holy, He must punish 
sin in the fiercest terms. He must return an eternal offense with an eternal 
punishment. Yet if God is gracious, He must also in some way show kindness to us 
even when we don’t deserve it. It is part of His character to do so.  
 
So, then, what is the solution to the dilemma? The solution is the gospel of Jesus 
Christ; where the holiness and the grace of God work in perfect harmony. God’s 
holiness and wrath against sin are satisfied in the person of Jesus Christ as He 
absorbs all of our sin into Himself. God’s grace and mercy are shown when in 
exchange for our sin Christ gives us His own righteousness so that we can be right 
before God. In the gospel, then, God satisfies His own holiness while also displaying 
His grace in the salvation of sinners. Only an infinitely wise, eternally loving Father 
could ever have devised such a wonderful plan and He devised it before the 
foundations of the earth!  
 
Is your understanding of God’s holiness well-rounded? Do you tend to think only of 
God’s holiness while excluding His other attributes? B What can you draw from this 
study that would help you have a more well-rounded understanding of God’s 
character? 
 
Thank God for the gospel! Thank Him that in His infinite wisdom He devised a 
way to satisfy His own holiness while still accomplishing salvation for 
sinners." 
Notes: A- Source: Personal Study Guide [PSG], Fall 2017, FBC Jacksonville, FL 
p.79 This is an excellent resource each quarter. For entire PSG click here; B- For 
Attributes of all-powerful and all-caring God click here 
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1446 BC A - Exodus 19:5-6.. 5 Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep 
My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all 
the earth is Mine; 6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.                              
30 AD - Jesus said in Matthew 21:43 Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it.                                                        
30 AD - Jesus said in Acts 1:8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”                                                                                   
64 AD - 1 Peter 2:5, 9.. 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual 
house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 9 ... so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who 
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
 
In 1446 BC at Sinai God told Moses to tell the Israelites that they would be 
responsible to proclaim the word of God among all the peoples as a kingdom of 
priests. Fast forward to 30 AD and Jesus said they were in danger of losing the 
kingdom of God to a people producing the fruit of it. However, the Israelites with the 
help of Rome crucified Jesus, He was buried, on the 3rd day he arose and 40 days 
later He ascended to heaven where He is at the right hand of God. B C 
 
Ten days later the church was formed at Pentecost and given the responsibility of 
being His witnesses to the world. In 64 AD Peter said each disciple is a living stone 
being built as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to proclaim Jesus to the nations.  
 
The United States of America was formed based on Biblical principals and for over 
300 years has had a church committed to proclaiming the gospel to the nations. We 
are in danger of this not being true because the number of evangelical Christians or 
disciples has declined to about 7% of the population. D  Will a revival come starting in 
my heart and reverse this decline? 
 
Am I committed to fulfilling the great commission of Jesus to go making new 
disciples, baptizing them and teaching them the commands of the Bible? Will I 
be a part of FBC's "One in a Thousand" to share the gospel of Jesus with 
someone each week? 
Notes: A- For source of Timeline click here ; B- Matthew 26, 27, 28, Acts 1, 2, 
Hebrews 8:1; C- 1 John 2:1-2, Romans 8:34; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:25 ; 
D- For the "Great Evangelism Recession" click here  
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1. Thank God for Jesus, Who was perfectly sinless and therefore able to pay for your 
sin because He accomplished your eternal salvation on the Cross.  
 
2. We are to keep short accounts with God by daily CONFESSING where I have 
sinned against God & others; REPENTING of this sin, asking God for forgiveness 
and help [a] to change my heart and [b] in persevering to turn from that sin.  Click for 
[Self-examination] 

3. Disciples today have the constant presence of the Holy Spirit and glory of God. If 
you were asked to describe the blessings of living a holy life, how would you 
respond? 

4. Lift your prayer up to God and thank Him for His Son Jesus as our High Priest. 

5. Thank God for the gospel! Thank Him that in His infinite wisdom He devised a way 
to satisfy His own holiness while still accomplishing salvation for sinners. 
 
6. Am I committed to fulfilling the great commission of Jesus to go making new 
disciples, baptizing them and teaching them the commands of the Bible? Will I be a 
part of FBC's "One in a Thousand" to share the gospel of Jesus with someone each 
week? 
 
7. Scripture Memory Leviticus 9:23c-24 23c the glory of the LORD appeared to all the 
people. 24 Then fire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt 
offering…; and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces. 
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Holiness– God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are 100% devoted to each other in 
faithfulness and loyalty and trust. A The separation of holiness for disciples is having 
complete devotion to God and being separated from a world that disregards God. 
Human holiness has to do with moral purity as a result of the primary focus, our 
devotion to God. Moral purity and separation from sin is not the meaning of word 
holy but the result of being devoted to God.  
 
Footnote: A- From “A Theology of Biblical Counseling” by Dr Heath Lambert, 
Footnote 11 at bottom page 124. 
 
1 Peter 1:15-16.. 15 But as the one who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in 
all your conduct; 16 for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy. [CSB] 
 
Hebrews 7:25 
25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through 
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

1 Timothy 2:5 
5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, 

John 14:6 
6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 
Father but through Me. 

Hebrews 10:12 
12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT 

HAND OF GOD, 

Hebrews 7:27 
27 who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His 
own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when 
He offered up Himself. 

 


