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PREPARING TO WORSHIP - LEVITICUS 16:3-6.. 3 Aaron shall enter the holy 
place with this: with a bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 …he 
shall bathe his body in water and put [the holy garments] on. 5 He shall take from the 
congregation of the sons of Israel two male goats for a sin offering and one ram for 
a burnt offering. 6 Then Aaron shall offer the bull for the sin offering which is for 
himself, that he may make atonement A for himself and for his household.   
 
On the tenth day of the seventh month of the Jewish calendar [September–October 
in today's calendar] the high priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies within the 
veil to make sacrifices for the sins of the people [see Leviticus16:16-28]. 
 
The first step on the Day of Atonement was very detailed preparation. Aaron was to 
enter the tabernacle with all the animals required for the ceremony [vv.3,5]. Then he 
bathed and carefully dressed himself [v.4]. He then offered a sin offering for himself 
to make atonement A for himself and his household [v.6].  
 
Like Aaron, we should diligently prepare ourselves for the worship of God. We don't 
often connect the words preparation and worship. We gather for worship 
unprepared, hoping a miracle will happen that is spiritual and powerful. Prayer, 
repentance, and submission to God’s purposes are not just outcomes of worship; 
they are the very things we must do in order to prepare for worship.  
 
Are we content to be passive observers—waiting to be entertained—instead of being 
active participants in a worship experience. What if we began Monday preparing for 
the 3 worship services of the week in our morning devotions and evening wrap up 
with Jesus? We could pray for the services, the staff, and the people that need to be 
present and for ourselves. We could use the HEAR B method of Bible Study and 
Prayer; meditation on scripture, application, prayers and confessions--asking God to 
prepare our hearts. We could be serious about preparation and worship at the 
service so that we come with humble repentant hearts. 
 
The more we prepare ourselves daily with worship, the more we will receive 
from worship at church.  
 
Notes: A- For definition of Atonement click here.  B- For the HEAR method of Bible 
Study and prayer click here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/quiet_time_journal-one-per-page-h_e_a_r_-format.pdf
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7 He shall take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the doorway of 
the tent of meeting. 8 Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the LORD and 
the other lot for the scapegoat.  
The word "scapegoat" is never used of Jesus in the Bible, but it is used of a male 
goat in the Old Testament sacrificial system which pictured the sacrifice of Jesus in 
his death on the cross. On the Day of Atonement, two male goats were selected. A 

One was to be killed and its blood sprinkled on and before the mercy seat in the Holy 
of Holies where the glory of God dwelt. B This goat’s death as a sacrifice to God 
symbolized the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  

The priest would lay his hands on the head of the second goat "and confess over it 
all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions…all their sins." C 
Then the goat would be led away "into the wilderness", never to be seen again. This 
goat was called the scapegoat because all the guilt of the people was symbolically 
transferred to it, and their sins carried away forever.  

The death of the first goat symbolized the exhausting or propitiation of the wrath of 
God through the death of, Jesus, an innocent victim substituted in the sinner’s place. 
D The sending away of the second goat set forth the effect, the complete removal of 
the sin from the presence of God.  

Jesus became our scapegoat, bearing the guilt of our sins in His sacrifice on 
the cross and removing them away from the presence of God forever.  
 
Notes: A- Leviticus 16:7-8; B- Leviticus 16:9,15-19; C- Leviticus 16:10,20-22; D- 2 
Corinthians 5:21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+16%3A7-8&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+16%3A9%2C15-19&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+16%3A10%2C20-22&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A21&version=NASB


Day of Atonement, Part 1                                                            Page 3      
Leviticus 16:6 Then Aaron shall offer the bull for the sin offering which is for himself, 
that he may make atonement for himself and for his household. 
 
Atonement is an Old Testament word meaning “covering” as described in these two 
notes from free online study bible notes.  
 
In the New Testament “Propitiation E, reconciliation, ransom and redemption” are 
commonly used to describe Old Testament atonement. I like to use the word 
“exhausted” as Jesus exhausted God’s wrath for my sin through the blood of Jesus, 
a perfect sacrifice which satisfies both the justice of a holy God who must punish sin 
and the love of a gracious God who would redeem sinners.  
 
 
“Atonement. The biblical use and meaning of the word must be sharply 
distinguished from its use in theology. In theology it is a term which covers the whole 
sacrificial and redemptive work of Christ. In the OT atonement is the English word 
used to translate the Hebrew words which mean “cover,” “coverings,” or “to cover.” 
Atonement [at-one-ment] is, therefore, not a translation of the Hebrew, but a purely 
theologic concept. The Levitical offerings “covered” the sins of Israel until, and in 
anticipation of the Cross, but did not “take away” C  those sins.  
 
These were the “sins previously committed“ [“covered” meantime by the Levitical 
sacrifices], which God “passed over” D  for which “passing over” God’s righteousness 
was never vindicated until, in the Cross, Jesus Christ was “set forth a propitiation.” 
See “Propitiation,” E. It was the Cross, not the Levitical sacrifices which made “at-
one-ment.” The O.T. sacrifices enabled God to go on with a guilty people because 
they typified the Cross. To the offerer they were the confession of his sin and the 
expression of his faith; to God they were the “shadows” F of which Christ is the 
reality.” G 
 
“atonement.  The word “atonement” (Hebrew kaphar) essentially means “covering,” 
The concept was that of a temporary “covering” of sin until Christ could come as the 
final “Lamb of God” to “[take] away the sin of the world” A. The word “atonement” is 
used only in the Old Testament [the word in Romans 5:11 KJV should have been 
translated “reconciliation” as it was translated in NKJV, ESV, NASB & CSB].” B 
Notes: A- John 1:29 ; B- Source: New Defender’s Study Bible Notes click here ; C-
 Hebrews 10:4 ; D- Romans 3:25 ; E- See comment on “propitiation” for Romans 
3:25 here ; F- Hebrews 10:1  ; G- Scofield study bible notes for Leviticus 16:6 
click here 
                  
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=Propitiation&qs_version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A11%3B+2+Corinthians+5%3A18%2C5%3A19&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A45%2C+Matthew+20%3A28&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A68%2C2%3A38%2C+Romans+3%3A24%2C8%3A23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A29+&version=NASB
http://www.icr.org/home?f_search_type=icr&f_keyword_all=leviticus+16%3A6&f_keyword_exact=&f_keyword_any=&f_keyword_without=&f_search_type=bible&f_articles_date_begin=&f_articles_date_end=&f_authorID=&f_typeID=&section=0&f_constraint=both&f_context_all=any&f_context_exact=any&f_context_any=any&f_context_without=any&module=home&action=submitsearch
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A4+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A25+&version=NASB
http://www.icr.org/bible/Romans/3/25/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A1+&version=NASB
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/scofield-reference-notes/leviticus/leviticus-16.html
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29 “This shall be a permanent statute for you: in the seventh month, on the tenth day 
of the month, you shall humble your souls and not do any work, whether the native, 
or the alien who sojourns among you; 30 for it is on this day that atonement shall be 
made for you to cleanse you; you will be clean from all your sins before the LORD.. 

 
Verses 3-6 detailed the preparation of 
Aaron, the chief priest, and his family to 
offer sacrifices for the sins of the people.  
Verses 7-10, 15-22 gave instructions 
regarding the choosing of two sacrificial 
goats.  
Verses 11-14, 23-28 give further 
instructions regarding the various acts of 
rites of purification that took place on the 
Day of Atonement.  
 
However, as we see in verses 29-30, for 
these rites to be acceptable the Israelites 

needed to offer them with humble and repentant hearts. The annual ceremony is 
clearly outlined in these verses.  
• This was to be a permanent statute.  
• They were to celebrate in—the seventh month [in the Hebrew calendar, but 
September or October in today's calendar], on the tenth day of the month.  
• They were to humble their souls  in preparation for worship.  
• Further, they were to do no work, both the native and the alien who sojourns  
among you. 
• The purpose of the Day of Atonement was to cleanse you, and you will be clean 
from all your sins before the Lord; until they were eternally propitiated and removed 
by the blood of Jesus. F  
 
Every aspect of the Day of Atonement—the preparation, the sacrifices, the 
cleansing, the sending away of the goat for the sins of the people— was 
permanently fulfilled and completed in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Jesus 
died on our behalf, taking upon Himself the penalty of sin. A The work of Jesus Christ 
is the heart of the gospel. B Jesus became a curse for us by hanging on a cross. C 
Jesus is our Mediator through whom we are reconciled with God. D  Any person who 
acknowledges and repents of their sin, trusting in the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ for forgiveness, will be saved. E  
 
Notes: A- 2 Corinthians 5:21; B- 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; C- Galatians 3:13; D- 1 
Timothy 2:5-6; 1 Peter 3:18; E- Romans 10:9,13 , For "How to be saved?" click here; 
F- Romans 3:25;  See "Atonement for sin, Part 1"  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+16%3A3-6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+16%3A7-10%2C+15-22+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+16%3A11-14%2C+23-28+&version=NASB
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A13&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+2%3A5-6%3B+1+Peter+3%3A18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9%2C13&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/05/10/how-to-be-saved/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A25&version=NASB
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 What Jesus accomplished on the cross He did once for all and is now at the right 
hand of God. A As God’s children gather for worship today we do not have to offer 
sacrifices for our sins, but instead continually offer the sacrifice of self, praise, good 
work and sharing, prayer, obeying leaders and giving to God in preparation for 
worship. B God’s people gather and draw upon the limitless reserve of God’s grace 
toward His people. This is why we can approach God’s throne of grace with great 
confidence and full assurance, knowing we will find grace and mercy C  
 
Many people try to bridge between the gap between a holy God and sinful people 
gap with their efforts. Today most people believe this is the purpose of religion—to 
reach God and to bridge the gap between God and man. Good works cannot bridge 
this gap. Going to church, reading the Bible, and being a generally good person 
cannot bridge this gap. Our sin is too deep, and the offense against God is too great. 
The seriousness of the condition of our sinful hearts is so deadly that God had to 
bridge the gap between Himself and sinful humanity through Jesus. Man-made 
religion is attractive because it appeals to peoples pride and self-sufficiency; it is 
deadly because it keeps people in sin and separated from God.  
 
The Day of Atonement goes to the heart of our sin problem and to the heart of the 
gospel that eternally rescues from sin. The term "atonement", D used only in the Old 
Testament, describes what Jesus accomplished on the cross for all believers from 
Adam until the new heavens and earth: Jesus died for our sins and was buried, He 
was raised from the dead on the third day, and all of this happened according to 
God’s Word. Without the gospel there is no forgiveness of sin, no place for us to 
stand before God, no freedom from sin or death, and no eternal life. But thank God, 
who gives us victory over sin in Jesus and more.  
                                                                                                                          
Summary/Application Leviticus 16: 
 
1. Jesus became our scapegoat, bearing the guilt of our sins in His sacrifice on the 
cross and removing them away from the presence of God forever.  
 
2. The more we prepare ourselves daily with worship, the more we will receive from 
worship at church. 
 
3. Scripture memory: Leviticus 16:9-10.. 9 Then Aaron shall offer the goat on 
which the lot for the LORD fell, and make it a sin offering. 10 But the goat on which the 
lot for the scapegoat fell shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make 
atonement upon it, to send it into the wilderness as the scapegoat.                      
Notes: A- Hebrews 10:11-14; B-  Romans 12:1-2 ; Hebrews 13:15-18a; Revelation 
8:3-4  & also Revelation 5:8;  Philippians 4:18; C- Hebrews 10:19-23; D- Romans 
3:25;  See "Atonement for sin, Part 1"  
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