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God promises to bless those who are faithful to Him and discipline those who are 
not.  
 
I. Promises to Israel - Leviticus 26:3-13.. 3 If you walk in My statutes and keep My 
commandments so as to carry them out, 4 then I shall give you rains in their season, 
so that the land will yield its produce and the trees of the field will bear their fruit. 
11 Moreover, I will make My dwelling among you, and My soul will not reject you. 12 I 
will also walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people. 13 I am the 
LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt so that you would not be 
their slaves, and I broke the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect. 

Verses 3-13 set forth God’s promises to His people, Israel. These promises are 
practical, personal, comprehensive, and direct.                                                            

• God said if you obey and carry out my commandments (v. 3)                                           
• Then He promised to bless their crops with rain (v.4).                                                             
• He promised to bless the fruit of the land with growth (vv. 4-5).                                                                
• He promised peace and rest to the people (v. 6).                                                          
• He promised His people victory over their enemies (vv. 7-8).                                    
• He promised fruitfulness, fertility, confirmed His covenant with Israel and a 
continual supply of food that is fresh and new (vv. 9-10).                                                                                                                                      
• He pledged that He would dwell among His people (v. 11).                                           
• He proved His faithfulness and power by bringing them out of Egypt, promised to 
be their God and they were His people (v.12-13).                                                     

God’s promises here are stated in terms of the basic necessities of life; not in terms 
of luxury items. His promises in these verses did not remove the necessity of hard 
work. To have plenty to eat, they would need to expend the effort of sowing, 
cultivating and harvesting their crops. To have peace they would have to fight battles 
with their enemies. 
 
Jesus fulfilled unconditionally all the law so that all that believe in Him and call Him 
Lord will be saved: Luke 24:44 Now He said to them, “These are My words which I 
spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in 
the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
 

The promises by God were conditional on the Israelites obeying the 
commandments of God by walking in them, keeping them and carrying them 
out. 
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14 ‘But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all these commandments, 16 I, in 
turn, will do this to you:  

Just as promises of good would come from obeying the commandments of God 
there would be severe punishment for disobedience: 

•  I will appoint over you a sudden terror, consumption and fever that will waste away 
the eyes and cause the soul to pine away; also, you will sow your seed uselessly, for 
your enemies will eat it up. (V.16)                                                                                   
• I will strike you down by your enemies and they will rule over you (vv.17-18)                                
• I will take away your pride and power (vv.19-20)                                                                           
• I will increase your plagues 7 times and send beasts of the field (vv. 21-22)                                                         
• I will strike you 7 times for your sins (vv. 23-24)                                                               
• I will send the sword, pestilence, and enemies (v.25)                                                            
• I will break your bread so it does not satisfy when you eat it (v.26)                                                                          
• I will punish you 7 times for your sins and you will become cannibals (vv.27-29)                                                        
• I will destroy your places of idol worship, destroy your sanctuaries, make the land 
desolate, scatter you among the nations and make your cities wastelands (vv.31-33) 
• 34 ‘Then the land will enjoy its sabbaths all the days of the desolation, while you are 
in your enemies’ land; then the land will rest and enjoy its sabbaths. 35 All the days 
of its desolation it will observe the rest which it did not observe on your sabbaths, 
while you were living on it.  

God described the horror of His punishment if the Israelites did not obey His 
commands. We know from history they did not continually obey and these horrors 
occurred. Yet they experienced God's grace and patience because it was from 1445 
BC to 70 AD until Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed the 2nd time and the 
people scattered to the nations. During the interval all of these horrors occurred. 

After the 1st destruction of Jerusalem and the temple and 70 years captivity, the 
promise in vv.34-35 was fulfilled in 537 BC to allow the Israelites who desired to 
return from Babylon to Jerusalem. The 70 years were the number of "sabbaths of the 
land" missed. A  

God is love, grace, mercy and patience, but He is also the God of justice and 
desires obedience from His children out of love! 

Notes: A- 2 Chronicles 36:19-21 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+2+Chronicles+36%3A19-21&version=NASB
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in the land of their enemies, I will not reject them, nor will I so abhor them as to 
destroy them, breaking My covenant with them; for I am the LORD their God. But I 
will remember for them the covenant with their ancestors, whom I brought out of the 
land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God. I am the LORD.  
 

From 70 AD until 1948 the Israelites were persecuted and killed in nations all over 
Europe. On May 14, 1948 Israel was re-established as a nation through the direct 
intervention of the United States. A Israelis is more secure and safe today than at 
any time since King Solomon when their boundaries extended from the River of 
Egypt in the South almost to the Euphrates River in the North, and from the 
Mediterranean Sea to west of the Jordan River. B  
 

Today Israel, with only about 6 million population or .08% of the world’s population is 
an economic and technology powerhouse. C [By comparison Israel has less than 1/3 
the population of Florida, my state.]  
 

At a future time the Temple will be rebuilt as promised in numerous Old Testament 
prophecies. D  
 

God is faithful and keeps all His promises.  
 

Notes: A- For the story of the U. S. part in this click here and for Britain’s part in 1917 
click here; B-For map of Solomon’s Israel click here; C- For “An Israel you may not 
know” click here and for the amazing “Iron Dome” missile defense system click here 
and “David’s sling” here & the Arrow missile system click here & how South Korea 
can learn from Israel click here; D- Ezekiel 37, 39:25-29, 43  
 

IV. Promise to disciples today - 2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us 
everything required for life and godliness  through the knowledge  of Him who 
called us by His own glory and goodness. HCSB                     

As children of God, we already have everything we need for “life and godliness” 
through knowledge from the word of God and God has blessed us with “every 
spiritual blessing” A. But to possess these blessings is one thing; to enjoy them is 
something else. As we trust God’s promises and obey His commandments, we draw 
upon our spiritual inheritance and are able to walk successfully and serve effectively. 
Like the nation of Israel in Caanan we have battles to fight and work to do, but as we 
walk in obedience to the Lord, He enables us to overcome the enemy, claim His 
promises, and enjoy its blessings. B 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/08/07/why-president-truman-backed-creation-of-state-of-israel-may-1948/
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/08/07/chaim-weizmann-and-the-balfour-declaration/
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/empire-of-david-and-solomon.pdf
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/06/07/an-israel-you-may-not-know-221/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4a_ie0J0hU
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-to-deploy-davids-sling-in-april-completing-missile-defense-shield/
https://www.defenseindustrydaily.com/israel-successfully-tests-arrow-theater-missile-defense-01571/
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/09/17/north-korean-missiles-what-south-korea-can-learn-from-israel.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%2C+39%3A25-29%2C+43+&version=NASB
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God loves to bless His people. He is true and faithful to us even when we are 
unfaithful to Him. But God’s promises do not come without demands or conditions. 
Therefore, experiencing the full richness of God’s blessings comes as a result of our 
obedience. When we are obedient, God blesses. God’s love for us is unconditional, 
but when we are disobedient, God disciplines C. All troubles are not because of 
personal sin, it may be the results of a fallen world, the world system, Satan, 
persecution, pruning, testing, discipline/chastening or consequences of already 
confessed and forgiven sin? D  

Some people think that to become a believer is to have money, health and 
happiness. However, experience shows us that more than one believer not 
keeping the New Testament commandments is successful, healthy, and 
wealthy, while many of God’s faithful children are going through poverty, trials 
and difficulties. The Psalmist contrasted the end of the wicked and that of the 
righteous in Psalm 73 and concluded in the present "23 …I am continually with You; 
24 …With Your counsel You will guide me, And afterward receive me to glory. 
25 …And besides You, I desire nothing on earth."  E 

"And besides God, I desire nothing on earth!" should be the disciples lifestyle 
and daily prayer. Does my prayer log and checkbook witness to this truth in 
my life? 

Notes: A- Ephesians 1:3; B- See "Promises to Israel"; C- Hebrews 12:5-11; D- click 
here for 8 reasons troubles come to disciples; E- Psalm 73; 

V. What did the Israelites know about the effectiveness of their sacrifices? 

"Atonement" means “covering”; a temporary “covering” of sin until Christ came as 
the final “Lamb of God” to take "away the sin of the world”. A Did the Israelites know 
this? I believe that God progressively revealed this throughout the Bible.  

God sent 75 Israelites went into Egypt and in 430 years they grew into a nation of 
2.5 million. They were protected from enemies even though slaves. They knew the 
promises made to Adam, Noah, Abraham and Joseph that included the seed of Eve 
defeating Satan, B that believing in the Lord resulted in righteousness, C and that the 
Israelites would be a great nation with a land of their own. D 

However, coming out of Egypt they were like little children needing instruction. In 
Leviticus He gave them the 10 commandments and many basic laws for life that can 
be summarized "Be holy because I am Holy". E 

God said through Moses "love your neighbor as yourself" and "You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might." F 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A3&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12%3A5-11&version=HCSB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/02/04/where-does-trouble-come-from-in-the-disciples-life-196/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+73&version=NASB
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You will not despise a broken and humbled heart, God" G and described the 
crucifixion in Psalm 22 including "18 They divided my garments among themselves, 
and they cast lots for my clothing." Isaiah described the crucifixion of the Suffering 
Servant and the Exalted Servant in Isaiah 52:12-53:12. H, I, J 

 
The people of Israel knew about all these promises from God and they could be 
justified by faith as God revealed His plan of redemption from Adam to today. K  
The religious leaders M did not expect Jesus the Messiah to be born in 5 BC, but 
Mary and Joseph were not surprised, neither were Elizabeth, Simeon and Anna. N  
They were justified by faith and their sins were covered until the crucifixion of Jesus; 
to the best of their ability they kept all of God's commandments; and they were 
looking for His coming! This was true of all people of faith L including Adam, Seth 
and his descendents to Noah, Abraham, Joseph, the mother of Moses, Joshua, 
Rahab, Hannah, David, Isaiah, Hezekiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Peter, James, 
John and many others before Pentecost P. The other Israelites rejected God and 
kept the commandments as rituals without humble hearts and their sins were not 
cleansed or covered.  

Am I living as if I could be in the presence of Jesus in heaven today? O                                      

Notes: A- For source click here. B- Genesis 3:15; C- Genesis 15:6; D- Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 15:15-18; 
17:7-8; Genesis 28:13; Genesis 50:24; Exodus 13:11; Leviticus 14:34; Deuteronomy 1:39; Deuteronomy 
34:4; Joshua 1:6 and more 158 verses describe the promised land; E- For "Be Holy" click here; F- Leviticus 
19:9-17;18; K-Deuteronomy 6:4-5; G- Psalm 51:17; H-  Isaiah 52:13-15, 53:1-12; I- Ezekiel 10:4,18, 11:23; 
J- Micah 5:2 & many other prophecies click here; K- For "How God revealed His plan of redemption Adam 
to today" click here; L- Hebrews 11; M- Luke 1:26-38, Matthew 1:18-25; N- Luke 1:39-45, 2:25-38; O- 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18; P- Acts 2 

 
Scripture/application Leviticus 17-26 
1. The promises by God in Leviticus were conditional on the Israelites obeying the 
commandments of God. 

2. God is love, grace, mercy and patience, but He is also the God of justice and desires 
obedience from His children out of love! 

3. God is faithful and keeps all His promises. 

4. "And besides God, I desire nothing on earth!" should be the disciples lifestyle and daily 
prayer. Does my prayer log and checkbook witness to this truth in my life? 

5. Am I living as if I could be in the presence of Jesus in heaven today?                                                     

6. Scripture memory: Psalm 73:24-25.. 24 With Your counsel You will guide me, 
And afterward receive me to glory. 25 Whom have I in heaven but You? 
And besides You, I desire nothing on earth. 
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