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Faith in the Old Testament- Genesis 15:6 Then he believed in the LORD; and He 
reckoned it to him as righteousness. By faith Abraham was justified. His faith is 
confirmed in Hebrews 11 along with Abel, Noah, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, Rehab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and Samuel and the 
prophets. A  Very similar words in Romans 5:1.                                                                                             
 David said God was not pleased in burnt offerings but accepts a broken spirit 
and heart. B  People in the Old Testament were justified by faith and believing in 
God, not by the sacrifices they offered out of obedience and love. 
 
 The sacrificial system served as a picture of the future sacrificial death and 
resurrection of Jesus. The OT sacrifices were opportunities to worship God and 
confess sins with holy and humble heart. They required a huge commitment in 
financial resources and time--15+ days per year plus travel time, but God wanted 
them made with a broken, crushed and humble heart totally depending on Him.  Job 
41:11, Luke 17:10,  Romans 11:35 
  Some of the Sacrifices and Feasts of Leviticus. Sacrifices stopped in 70 
AD when Temple was destroyed. 
 
A. 5 Types of Sacrifices in the Book of Leviticus:  
1. Whole Burnt Offering-Voluntary, when offered from sincere believing hearts, 
these sacrifices expressed outwardly the people’s inward devotion to the Lord. 
(Leviticus 1; 6:8-13).  
2. Grain  offering-Voluntary offering symbolized a thankful recognition of God’s 
blessings of the necessities of life and the consecration of the worshiper’s life and 
substance to God. (Leviticus 2; 6:14-23).  
3. Fellowship or peace offering-The fellowship offering was a voluntary sacrifice 
that was an indication of peace of God. (Leviticus 3; 7:11-36; 22:17-30; 27).  
4.  Sin offering-mandatory sacrifice of atonement made to restore the relationship 
between an individual and God or between the congregation and God.  (Leviticus 
4:1–5:13; 6:24-30; 12:6-8).  
5. Guilt offering-mandatory sacrifice made by a person who had deprived another 
of his rights or had desecrated something holy (Leviticus 5:14–6:7; 7:1-6; 14:12-18). 
 
B. Seven Annual Feasts of Leviticus 23:  
1. Passover, 2. *Unleavened Bread, 3. *Firstfruits, 4. Pentecost, 5. Trumpets,         
6. Day of Atonement, 7. *Tabernacles. *all males required to go to 
Tabernacle/Temple for total of 15 days not including travel time for 2 trips. For 
descriptions, click here.  
 
God takes our sin problem seriously. For solution to the sin problem, click here.  
 
Notes; A- Hebrews 11:33-34; 11:1-40 ; B- Psalm 51:16-17 ;                                                                   
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II. The Burnt Offerings - Leviticus 1:3-9 3 If his offering is a burnt offering   Page 2 
from the herd, he shall offer it, a male without defect; he shall offer it at the doorway 
of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the LORD. 4 He shall lay his 
hand on the head of the burnt offering, that it may be accepted for him to 
make atonement on his behalf. 5 He shall slay the young bull before the LORD; and 
Aaron’s sons the priests shall offer up the blood and sprinkle the blood around on 
the altar that is at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 6 He shall then skin the burnt 
offering and cut it into its pieces. 7 The sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the 
altar and arrange wood on the fire. 8 Then Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrange the 
pieces, the head and the suet over the wood which is on the fire that is on the altar.   
 
God's plan is outlined in Leviticus 1:3-9.  
 
v.3 A burnt offering was to come from a person’s own herd; a voluntary offering. The 
offering was based upon the ability of the person to give. Worshipper & Priest took 
part in presenting offering. The animal offered was to be an unblemished male.  
v.3 The offering was to be brought to the entrance of the tabernacle so that it might 
be accepted by the priest before the Lord.  
v.4 The worshiper was to lay his hand on the head of the animal, symbolizing that 
the animal would die in his place covering his family's sin.  
v.5 The animal was to be killed before the Lord in the courtyard of the tabernacle.  
v.5 The blood of the animal was to be splattered by the priest on all sides of the 
altar.  
vv.6-9 After the priest killed the animal, the worshiper skinned it, cut it into pieces, 
and washed part of it. The priest arranged the sacrificial animal properly on the fire. 
The entire animal, except the hide A, was burned-the only sacrifice completely 
burned.  
 "Unto the Lord' and "before the Lord" are found 7 times in Leviticus 1. This 
sacrifice was between the worshiper and the Lord and when the worshiper came 
with a heart of faith and repentance, his sin would be forgiven by God. D  This 
symbolized Peace with God.                                                                                 
 All the activities associated with the burnt offering point to Jesus, God’s 
remedy for our sin. Jesus is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” 
B.  The old sacrificial system was a “shadow of the good things to come”  C . The one 
time sacrifice of Jesus was for all time:  " 11 Every priest stands daily ministering 
and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 
12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT 
HAND OF GOD," D 
The bloody nature of the millions of animal sacrifices is a jarring picture of the 
cost of redemption. How does this imagery bolster our understanding of the 
seriousness of sin and the cost of a sacrificial life given for sin?              
Notes: A- Leviticus 7:8 ; B- John 1:29; C- Hebrews 10:1; C- Hebrews 10:11-12; D- 
Psalm 50:9-14, 51:16-17, Micah 6:6-8, 1 Samuel 15:22  
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III. The Grain Offering- This offering was voluntary and expressed          Page 3 
gratitude to God for His blessings.  Leviticus 2:1-3  ‘Now when anyone presents 
a grain offering as an offering to the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour, and he 
shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on it. 2 He shall then bring it to Aaron’s sons 
the priests; and shall take from it his handful of its fine flour and of its oil with all of its 
frankincense. And the priest shall offer it up in smoke as its memorial portion on the 
altar, an offering by fire of a soothing aroma to the LORD. 3 The remainder of the 
grain offering belongs to Aaron and his sons: a thing most holy, of the offerings to 
the LORD by fire.  
God's plan is outlined in Leviticus 2:1-3: 
 
v.2  The offering consisted of fine flour mixed with oil and frankincense. 
V.2 Unlike the burnt offering, only a portion of this offering, a handful, was burned on 
the altar. 
v.3 The remainder of the offering went to the priests. They were to eat it in the 
courtyard of the tabernacle A. Since the priests were dependent on the people’s 
provision, the grain offering was a significant portion of their income. This offering 
was a reminder that the Lord is the source of the necessities of life.  
 
The Word of God continually calls on God’s people to remember His goodness and 
to thank Him for what He provides. There are many offerings and sacrifices 
described in the New Testament 
 
1. Self- 1 Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual 
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of 
God. B 
2. Praise- let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God C 
3. Good work and sharing- do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such 
sacrifices God is pleased. D 
4., Prayer- Another angel…came and stood at the altar…the smoke of the incense, 
with the prayers of the saints, went up before God. E 
5. Giving- I am amply supplied, having received… what you have sent, a fragrant 
aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. F 
 
How is an offering or sacrifice an act of gratitude to God? How does 
sacrificing our entire lives to God relate to our gratitude for the sacrifice of 
Jesus for our sin? 
 
Notes: A- Leviticus 6:16 ; B- Romans 12:1-2 ; C- Hebrews 13:15; D- Hebrews 13:16 ; 
E- Revelation 8:3-4  & Also Revelation 5:8; F- Philippians 4:18 
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IV. The Fellowship Offering - Leviticus 3:1-3 Now if his offering is a           Page 4 
sacrifice of peace offerings, if he is going to offer out of the herd, whether male or 
female, he shall offer it without defect before the LORD. 2 He shall lay his hand on the 
head of his offering and slay it at the doorway of the tent of meeting, and Aaron’s 
sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood around on the altar. 3 From the sacrifice of 
the peace offerings he shall present an offering by fire to the LORD, the fat that 
covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 4 and the two kidneys with the 
fat that is on them, which is on the loins, and the lobe of the liver, which he shall 
remove with the kidneys. 5 Then Aaron’s sons shall offer it up in smoke on the altar 
on the burnt offering, which is on the wood that is on the fire; it is an offering by fire 
of a soothing aroma to the LORD. 
 
The worshipper and his family ate part of this sacrifice and part was shared by 
priests. B&C   It could accompany the whole burnt offering. D  God's plan is outlined in 
Leviticus 3:1-5:  
 
v.1 In contrast to the other offerings involving animal sacrifice either a male or 
female animal from the worshiper’s herd could be offered. 
v.1 The animal had to be without blemish . 
v.2 The worshiper was to lay his hand on the head of the animal .  
v.2 The animal had to be slaughtered at the entrance of the tabernacle . 
v.2 The priests were to splatter the blood on all sides of the altar .The procedures 
described in verse 2 are essentially the same as that prescribed for the burnt offering 
in 1:3-5.  
vv.3-5 The fat surrounding the entrails was removed and burned on the altar along 
with the burnt offering which was a symbol of peace with God.   
 
 The connection of the fellowship offering with the burnt offering reveals that the 
atonement for sin symbolized by the burnt offering was essential before worshipers 
could enjoy peace with God. The fellowship offering symbolized that there was now 
the peace of God for the worshipper.  
 Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the basis by which sinners can have peace with 
God.  “ 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by 
faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God."  A                                                                   
 v.1a Similar wording to Abraham's faith. F v.1b justification gives peace with 
God which provides the opportunity in v.2 for the  peace of God during sanctification 
and glorification. Also see for peace of God. " 6 Be anxious for nothing,…7 And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension" E                                                             
 
Do I have the peace of God because I have peace with God?                                  
Notes: A- Romans 5:1-2 ;  B- Leviticus 7:29-35 ; C- Deuteronomy 12:12,18 ; D- 
Leviticus 1:3-9 ; E-  Philippians 4:6-7 F- Genesis 15:6 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A1-2&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+7%3A29-35+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+12%3A12%2C18+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+1%3A3-9&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A6-7&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A6&version=NASB


V. God's work in Jesus is greater than our sin 2 Corinthians 5:21           Page 5 
"He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him." 
 The scripture above promises sinners the opportunity to exchange their sin for 
God's righteousness through the sacrifice of Jesus. It is sobering to think about how 
deadly and destructive sin is and how seductive Satan is. The consequence of sin is 
death, but Satan lies to keep people from believing in Jesus and disciples from 
trusting Jesus. A Sin kills the soul, separates us from God, destroys relationships, 
disrupts families, and warps society and culture. Consider these statements about 
His wrath from the New Testament written by inspiration of God.  

Paul said "8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who 
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power," B 
 
Jesus said “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed 
ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;"  C    
 
Jude spoke of ungodly men "for whom the black darkness has been reserved 
forever."  D  
 
Paul said "For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness",  E  
 
Paul said; apart from Jesus Christ we are “children under wrath.” F  
 
Paul said " 5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 6 For 
it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of 
disobedience, G  
 
Paul said “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire.” H 
 This is why the sacrifice of Jesus is so necessary. For as great as our sin 
problem is, the sacrifice of Jesus is even greater. The good news of Jesus is that 
God has come to us on a rescue mission. He gave His life as a sacrifice for our sin. 
The good news is all sinners who repent and believe in Jesus will have their sins 
forgiven and receive eternal life. I Jesus is the only way to God the Father, J   
Disciples have the opportunity and command to share the good news of the 
gospel of Jesus to the nations beginning in the city where we live. K                      
Notes: A- Romans 6:23 ; B- 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9; C- Matthew 25:41  D-  Jude 1:13 
; E- Romans 1:18 ; F- Ephesians 2:2-3 ; G- Colossians 3:5-6 ; H- Revelations 20:15 ; 
I- John 3:16 , Romans 3:10, 6:23, 5:8, 10:17, 10:9,13; Ephesians 2:8 ; J- Acts 4:12 ; 
K- Matthew 28:18-20, Acts1:8 
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VI. Summary/application Sacrifices Leviticus 1-3:                                   Page 6 
1. Warren Wiersbe said:  "Happiness, not holiness, is the chief pursuit of most 
people today, including many professed Christians. They want Jesus to solve their 
problems and carry their burdens, but they don’t want Him to control their lives and 
change their character. It doesn’t disturb them that eight times in the Bible, God said 
to His people, “Be holy, for I am holy,” and He means it. Have you ever thought of 
personal holiness— likeness to Jesus Christ—as the most important thing in 
the world?  
 The book of Leviticus itself is quoted or referred to over 100 times in the New 
Testament. Leviticus tells New Testament Christians how to appreciate holiness and 
appropriate it into their everyday lives. The word holy is used 91 times in Leviticus, 
and words connected with cleansing are used 71 times. References to uncleanness 
number 128. There’s no question what this book is all about. 
 The key verses of Leviticus-"Be holy, for I am holy"  A are applied to the New 
Testament church in 1 Peter 1:15-16. For 8 verses with "Be holy, for I am holy" click 
here. 
 
2. The bloody nature of the millions of animal sacrifices is a jarring picture of the cost 
of redemption. This imagery helps our understanding of the seriousness of sin and 
the cost of the sacrifice of Jesus for the sin of every person who ever lives on earth?             
 
3. Sacrificing our entire lives to God results when we are thankful for the sacrifice of 
Jesus for our sin? 
 
4. Do I have the peace of God because I have peace with God? 
 
5. Disciples have the opportunity and command to share the good news of the 
gospel of Jesus to the nations beginning in the city where we live. 
 
6. The activity in the sacrifices of Leviticus occurs at the entrance to the Tabernacle 
and in the Court of the Tabernacle where all Israelites could go. The sacrifices were 
made on the Brazen Altar and the Priests constantly used the Brazen Laver to keep 
themselves clean, but only the High Priest could go into the Holy of Holiness into the 
presence of God and then only one time a year.                                                
 However, today disciples have constant access to God through the Bible, 
Holy Spirit and Jesus our High Priest. 
 
7. Scripture memory- 1 Peter 1:15-16.. 15 But as the one who called you is 
holy, you also are to be holy in all your conduct; 16 for it is written, Be holy, because 
I am holy. CSB  Notes: A-  Leviticus 11:44-45 
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Job 41:11 “Who has given to Me that I should repay him?                     Page 7 
Whatever is under the whole heaven is Mine. 
 
For list of all sacrifices and feasts; with additional information click here . " © 2003-
2017 by Stephen Tam, www3.telus.net/public/kstam. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission. 
 

Luke 17:10 So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, 
say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have 
done.’” 

Romans 11:35  Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK 
TO HIM AGAIN?  
 
Psalm 50:9-14 
9 “I shall take no young bull out of your house 
Nor male goats out of your folds. 
10 “For every beast of the forest is Mine, 
The cattle on a thousand hills. 
11 “I know every bird of the mountains, 
And everything that moves in the field is Mine. 
12 “If I were hungry I would not tell you, 
For the world is Mine, and all it contains. 
13 “Shall I eat the flesh of bulls 
Or drink the blood of male goats? 
14 “Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
And pay your vows to the Most High; 
 
Psalm 51:16-17 
16 For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; 
You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 
 
Micah 6:6-8 What God Requires of Man 
6 With what shall I come to the LORD And bow myself before the God on high? 
Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings, With yearling calves? 
7 Does the LORD take delight in thousands of rams, In ten thousand rivers of oil? 
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Shall I present my firstborn for my rebellious acts, The fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul? 8 He has told you, O man, what is good; 
And what does the LORD require of you 
But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God? 
 
                                                                                                                        Page 8 
1 Samuel 15:22 Samuel said, “Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 
 
 
 

  
 

 


