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God calls and empowers people to serve Him and His purposes. 
 
I. THE CONTEXT--EXODUS 1:1–4:31  
   
 Joseph brings Jacob and family to Egypt. [1876 BC] Joseph dies in Egypt. 
[1806 BC] The Israelites multiplied greatly in Egypt until a new king/pharaoh came to 
power who forgot Joseph's contribution's to Egypt. This new king feared that the 
Israelites might keep growing and side with Egypt’s enemies if war broke out. The 
pharaoh oppressed the Israelites with forced labor and instructed the Hebrew 
midwives to kill any sons born to Hebrew women. Finally the Egyptian king 
commanded his people to drown every son born to the Israelites [1539 BC] Exodus 
1:1-22.  
 In a time of great oppression an Israelite woman from the tribe of Levi gave 
birth to a son. When the mother could no longer hide their son, she placed the baby 
in a papyrus basket and hid it among the reeds on the bank of the Nile. The boy’s 
sister Miriam guarded the baby until Pharaoh’s daughter discovered him in the 
basket. The princess adopted the boy and named him Moses and engaged the 
mother to nurse the child for her. [1525 BC] The sovereign Lord was at work 
preserving Moses’ life and preparing for the future deliverance of His people from 
Egyptian bondage.  
 When Moses was 40 years old he visited his people and saw an Egyptian 
beating an Israelite. In some way Moses knew he was an Israelite and he killed the 
Egyptian and buried his body in the sand. Moses returned the next day to find two of 
his people fighting. When Moses intervened, he learned that his killing the Egyptian 
had been seen. Moses fled in fear to the land of Midian where he married one of the 
daughters of Jethro. [1486 BC] After many years the Israelites cried out to God 
because of their harsh slavery 2:1-25.  
 Then the LORD called Moses at age 80 from the burning bush to lead His 
people out of Egypt. Moses responded with excuses 5 times. The Lord replied by 
offering the promise of His presence and power, finally the anger of the LORD burned 
against Moses and He promised Aaron would be his spokesman. Finally in Egypt 
Moses and Aaron spoke to the elders of the Israelites. When these slave Israelites 
saw the signs the Lord had given Aaron and Moses, and when they heard the Lord 
was ready to act on their behalf, they believed and bowed down in worship 3:1–4:31. 
[1446 BC] Click here for source of dates. 
 
Has the USA forgotten God's & the church's contributions during the history 
of our nation the way Egypt forgot Joseph? 
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II. THE APPROACH--Exodus 3:4-6.. 2 … a blazing fire from the midst of a bush;… 
4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst 
of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”  

v.4 Moses was shepherding his father-in-law's sheep, a despised job for an Israelite. 
After 40 years he probably expected to be a shepherd the rest of his life. Then he 
turned aside to look at a burning bush. God called out to him when the He saw that 
Moses turned aside and Moses said “Here I am.” God waits for disciples to respond 
and then He takes the next step.  
5 Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  

v.5 God said do not come closer because you are on holy ground. Since God's 
presence is in His disciples we are constantly on holy ground. We must be [1] 
separated from sinful things and [2] to devotion to Jesus, His moral will for our lives 
and seeking His constant guidance and direction for our lives. 
6 He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

v.6 God provided the link from Moses back to Abraham. In some way Moses knew 
about the covenant God made with Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 "in you all the 
families of the earth will be blessed.” and the stories of that promise to be fulfilled 
through Abraham's family down to his father. Moses hid his face because he knew 
the power of God. Today we realize that in the coming of Jesus, God made Himself 
visible in human form [ John 14:9 ]!  

Our bodies are "a temple of God and the Spirit of God dwells in you?" [1 Corinthians 
3:16 ] and Jesus has given His disciples the glory of God and Jesus is in His 
disciples. [ John 17:22-23 ] So every disciple is constantly in the presence of Triune 
God and has the Word of God for faith, direction, and guidance. [ Romans 10:17; 2 
Peter 1:3 ] Disciples are without excuse about knowing being on holy ground. 

Does my daily life reflect that I am living on holy ground every where my feet 
step? 
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7 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and 
have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their 
sufferings. 9 Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I 
have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians are oppressing them.                      
 
The LORD told Moses He had seen the heavy hand of their taskmasters, the 
oppression of the Egyptians and the terrible suffering. God had His eye on the 
Israelites for the entire time, but now on His timetable He was ready to answer their 
cries for relief.  
 
This link provides three reasons for God's timing provided to Abraham in 2081 BC. 
[1] 400 years should pass. [2] They would come out with great possessions and [3] 
the Amorite occupants of the Promised Land had reached the end of God's patience 
without repenting. 
 
8 So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the 
Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite.                                                                                 
 
The Lord said He was going to deliver the Israelites from the Egyptians power. By 
now there were probably 2.5 million of His people and He was going to bring them 
into a good and spacious land flowing with milk and honey. He then described the 
land originally promised  Abraham and his descendents. Here is a link with 170 Bible 
references to the land promised.  
 
At this point Moses is probably excited about what he was hearing. Then 
10 Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My 
people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.”                                                                                            
 
Imagine his terror when God tells Moses He is sending him to secure the relief of the 
Israelites from slavery. This is the Egyptian power that 40 years before Moses had 
fled for his life. He had grown up, been educated, trained in government and military 
affairs as a prince of Egypt. He could not fathom the Egyptians letting their slave 
labor leave, especially by his leadership. 
What terrifying assignments have I received from God? What have I done 
about them? Has God's anger ever burned against me? 
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IV. THE AUTHORITY--Exodus 3:11-14..                                                      Page 4 
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should 
bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?”                                                                              

Moses gave his first of 5 excuses for refusing God's assignment. He said I am 
nobody and You cannot expect me to go deliver Israel out of Egypt. Unless we get 
too critical of Moses all of us have used that same excuse. Who am I; I am not 
prepared to witness to my neighbor, I don't know enough to disciple one person, that 
is not my gift, I am not qualified to visit this sick person, I can't teach this class, etc.                                                                           
12 And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it is 
I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 
worship God at this mountain.”                                                                                  

God promises to be with Moses and gives him a sign. You will know that God sent 
you when you worship at this mountain after bringing the people out of Egypt, a sign 
that would be fulfilled in the future. The Lord guaranteed that one day Moses and all 
the Israelites would gather at Mount Sinai to worship Him as their Deliverer. The 
Lord expects us to "walk by faith, not by sight" [ 2 Corinthians 5:7 ]. To follow the 
Lord often requires a willingness to step out into the unknown by faith. 
13 Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say 
to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, 
‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?”                                                                        

Moses gives his 2nd excuse. The Israelites want know who sent me.  
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the 
sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”                                                                                           

I AM is Yahweh, “the LORD”, who faithfully led the patriarchs.  

The God who called and empowered Moses is the same God who calls and 
empowers the followers of Jesus today. As the writer of the Book of Hebrews said, 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” [Hebrews 13:8]. [ Attributes 
of God ] 

John said "His commandments are not burdensome". [ 1 John 5:3 ] so why do 
I find it an impossible burden to obey God clear commands? Could it be 
because I am trying to obey out of duty, rather than because I love Jesus? Ask 
God to supply the will and power to please Him, love Him and obey Him. 
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V. THE ASSURANCE--Exodus 4:1-31.. 1 Then Moses said, “What if they will not 
believe me or listen to what I say? For they may say, ‘The LORD has not appeared to 
you.’”                                                                                                                                  
 
3rd excuse of Moses, the people want believe God sent me. Vv.2-9 God gave 
Moses 3 miraculous signs to show the Israelites He was the true God.  
 

10 Then Moses said to the LORD, “Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither 
recently nor in time past; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.”                        
 
4th excuse of Moses, I can't talk. 
God answered in v.12 "Now then go, and I will be with your mouth, and teach you 
what you are to say.” 
 

13 “Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever You will.”                                   
 
5th excuse of Moses, send anyone but me. The only other time a Bible prophet tried 
to refuse God's call was Jonah. Isaiah said "Here I am, send me." Moses said "here I 
am, send someone else". This reminds me of my grandfather Bro. Jodie Moore who 
was called to preach, but ran to Ennis, Texas. There on a ranch he ran into Mrs. 
O'bannion who discipled him and he began to pastor churches. In 1928 after 8 years 
he returned to Mississippi and preached until the mid 1960's. [click here and go to 
page 21-23 for source] 
 

14 Then the anger of the LORD burned against Moses, and He said, “Is there not 
your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he speaks fluently.                                     
15 You are to speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I, even I, will be with 
your mouth and his mouth, and I will teach you what you are to do. 17 You shall 
take in your hand this staff, with which you shall perform the signs.”  

 
Vv.18-20 Then Moses decided to obey God and return to Egypt. God warned Moses 
that Pharaoh would not free the Israelites until after a devastating series of plagues. 
[Exodus 3:18-22 & 4:21-23]  
 
Finally after 5 excuses and their answer by God and experiencing the anger of God, 
Moses obeyed. I wonder what it was like to have the anger of God to burn against 
Moses. Reflect on what you think God's anger was like. May there have been times 
that God's anger burned against me and I ignored it.  
 
Am I more like Jonah, Isaiah or Moses in obeying the clear commands of God 
in the Bible? 
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VI. The Israelites believed and worshipped God-- Exodus 4:27-31            Page 6 
27 Now the LORD said to Aaron, “Go to meet Moses in the wilderness.” So he went 
and met him at the mountain of God and kissed him.  
 
This would probably be the first time Aaron had seen his younger brother in about 75 
years. Moses met his elder brother Aaron who would be his companion and 
associate for the next forty years. Aaron became the founder of the priesthood in 
Israel. When it comes to serving the Lord, two are better than one [ Ecclesiastes 4:9; 
Proverbs 27:17 ].  
 
29 Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all the elders of the sons of Israel; 
30 and Aaron spoke all the words which the LORD had spoken to Moses. He then 
performed the signs in the sight of the people.  
 
Just as God commanded they got the elders of Israel and the people together to 
hear a message from God. Aaron spoke the words Moses had given him and Moses 
performed the miracle signs from God. 
 
31 So the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD was concerned about 
the sons of Israel and that He had seen their affliction, then they bowed low and 
worshiped. 
 
Moses had been fearful that the Israelites would not believe his message or accept 
his leadership. But Israel believed when they saw the demonstration of God’s power 
in the miraculous signs. They rejoiced that God had heard their cry and was about to 
rescue them and they bowed in thankful worship for God’s grace and goodness.  
 
Like Moses and Aaron in the Old Testament, the New Testament has many 
examples of one person discipling others including: the initial disciples for 3 years 
with Jesus, the small groups in Acts with the 120 disciples discipling the thousands 
saved at Pentecost so they could disciple future new disciples, Barnabas & Paul and 
Paul & Timothy.  
 
With His authority Jesus gave a 3 step process: [1] "Go making disciples" which is 
witnessing and winning people to believe in Jesus and become His disciples. [2] 
Baptize these new disciples and [3]  teach them "all them all that I commanded you 
and I am with you always" so they will become disciple-makers. [ Matthew 28:18-20 ] 
 
Churches tried to accomplish the last step from the pulpit during the last century. 
However, in the last 10 years many pastors and leaders, including Dr. Brunson and 
Dr. Lambert, have recognized this cannot be done at that level but must be done 
personally in 2 to 5 person groups by lay people. Click here for how FBC does 
One2Won Discipleship and here for Information on 5 person groups 
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Who did you witness to this week and who are you discipling in obedience to 
the command of Jesus? 
 
VII. Summary/Application for review each day this week.  Exodus 1-4  
 
1. Has the USA forgotten God's & the church's contributions during the history of our 
nation the way Egypt forgot Joseph? 
2. Does my daily life reflect that I  live on holy ground every where my feet step? 

3. What terrifying assignments have I received from God? What have I done about 
them? Has God's anger ever burned against me? 
4. Am I more like Jonah, Isaiah or Moses in obeying the clear commands of God in 
the Bible? 
 
5. John said "His commandments are not burdensome". [ 1 John 5:3 ] so why do I 
find it an impossible burden to obey God clear commands? Could it be because I am 
trying to obey out of duty, rather than because I love Jesus? 
 

6. Give thanks to God for providing Jesus as the perfect substitute to die in my place 
for my sins. Thank Him that He clothes me in the perfect righteousness of Jesus so 
that I can have fellowship with Him. Ask God to supply the will and power to please 
Him, love Him and obey Him 

7. Begin every day by going to the cross remembering the terrible sacrifice of Jesus 
for my salvation and then go back there every time I am tempted, face difficulty or 
receive blessings. For Cross-Centered Living click here. 

8.  Who did I witness to this week and who am I discipling in obedience to the 
command of Jesus? 

9. Shamgar's Success Secret's A + one: [1] Start where you are, [2] Use what you 
have, [3] Do what you can, [4] Grow some closer to the image of Jesus every day 
through bible study, prayer and action. A- Click here for ordering information and except from 
book that includes Jay Strack's personal testimony. 
 
10. Scripture Memory Matthew 28:19-29.. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” 
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