
Harden, hardened, stubborn in Exodus 
In Hebrew thought, the heart represented the human mind or will, the place 
of decision making and the seat of moral responsibility. A number of verses 
in Exodus 4:1–14:31 refer to God’s hardening Pharaoh’s heart. Other 
passages in that section of Scripture state that Pharaoh hardened his own 
heart or stubbornly refused to let the Israelites go. Finally, some verses 
indicate that Pharaoh’s heart was hard without specifying who hardened it. 
How are we to resolve these varying expressions of Pharaoh’s stubborn 
refusal to release the Israelites from bondage?  
 
The following thoughts may be considered in dealing with the question: (1) 
God is sovereign. (2) Part of that sovereignty involves His foreknowledge of 
people’s attitudes and responses to Him. (3) Part of what it means to be 
created in the image of God is that He gave us as human beings free will, 
or the capacity to make choices. He also holds us accountable for our 
choices. (4) This includes God in His sovereignty and attributes of power 
and caring granting human beings a free will to accept or reject Him and 
His will. There will be consequences from those choices. 
 
Therefore, I believe God foreknew what Pharaohs choices would be but   
Pharaoh first hardened his own heart and only afterward did God harden 
the Egyptian king’s heart. The devastation and plundering of Egypt and 
death of the firstborn and Pharaoh and his army was the consequence. 
 
Lest today's Disciples be to smug consider: "Afterward He appeared to the 
eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table; and He reproached 
them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not 
believed those who had seen Him after He had risen." Mark 16:14 or "But 
encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so 
that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin." Hebrews 
3:13 For more on hardness of heart see ICR article "Hardness of Heart". 
 
1. Exodus 4:21 The LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt 
see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put in 
your power; but I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. 
Scofield notes (1917 Edition on internet free) on this verse. "In the face of the 
righteous demand of Jehovah and of the tremendous attestations by miracle that He 
was indeed God, and that Moses and Aaron were His representatives, Pharaoh 
"hardened his heart." Instrumentally God hardened Pharaoh's heart by forcing him 
to an issue against which he hardened his own heart in refusal. Light rejected, 
rightful obedience refused, inevitably hardens conscience and heart." 
2.  Exodus 7:3 “But I will harden Pharaoh's heart that I may multiply My 
signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt.  
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3. Exodus 7:13 Yet Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not listen 
to them, as the Lord had said. 
4. Exodus 7:14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh's heart 
is stubborn; he refuses to let the people go.  
5. 1st Plague-- Exodus 7:22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same with 
their secret arts; and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not listen 
to them, as the LORD had said. 
 
6. 2nd Plague-- Exodus 8:15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, 
he hardened his heart and did not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 
7. 3rd  Plague-- Exodus 8:19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is 
the finger of God.” But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not 
listen to them, as the LORD had said. 
8. 4th Plague-- Exodus 8:32 But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time 
also, and he did not let the people go. 
9. 5th Plague-- Exodus 9:7 Pharaoh sent, and behold, there was not even 
one of the livestock of Israel dead. But the heart of Pharaoh 
was hardened, and he did not let the people go. 
10. 6th Plague-- Exodus 9:12 And the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
and he did not listen to them, just as the LORD had spoken to Moses. 
 
11. 7th Plague-- Exodus 9:34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the 
hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned again and hardened his heart, 
he and his servants. 
12. Exodus 9:35 Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not let the 
sons of Israel go, just as the LORD had spoken through Moses. 
13. 8th plague-- Exodus 10:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to 
Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that I 
may perform these signs of Mine among them, 
14. Exodus 10:20 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he did 
not let the sons of Israel go. 
15. 9th Plague-- Exodus 10:27 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
and he was not willing to let them go. 
 
16. Exodus 11:10 Moses and Aaron performed all these wonders before 
Pharaoh; yet the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he did not let the 
sons of Israel go out of his land. 
17. 10th Plague-- Exodus 13:15 ‘It came about, when Pharaoh 
was stubborn about letting us go, that the LORD killed every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of beast. 
Therefore, I sacrifice to the LORD the males, the first offspring of every 
womb, but every firstborn of my sons I redeem. 
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 18. Exodus 14:4 “Thus I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will chase 
after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, and the 
Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.” And they did so. 
19. Exodus 14:8 The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
and he chased after the sons of Israel as the sons of Israel were going 
out boldly.  
20. Red Crossing-- Exodus 14:17 “As for Me, behold, I will harden the 
hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and I will be 
honored through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his 
horsemen. 
 
Chart of 10 plagues 
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