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Through faith in Christ, sinful human beings can know the one true God. 

I. People Worship Unknown God Acts 17:21-23.. 21 (Now all the Athenians and the 
strangers visiting there used to spend their time in nothing other than telling or 
hearing something new.) 

Vv.19-20 Paul was called to explain the new doctrine he was teaching. The people 
of Athens spent a lot of time talking about the newest idea or happening. This 
sounds like social media today which explodes several times a week with revelations 
that are usually superseded by the next new thing. Unfortunately large parts of the 
USA university systems have been taken over by the pursuit of frivolous pursuits and 
new fads rather than real knowledge leading to productive jobs.  

22 So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe 
that you are very religious in all respects. 

The Areopagus refers to the hill of Mars, where the temple of Mars stood and where 
the court of Areopagus ruled over men like Paul. This counsel had been called to 
hear from Paul and his teachings about the resurrection of Jesus. Paul started off by 
observing the many temples for worship of false idols and saying they seemed to be 
very religious. 

23 For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also 
found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what you 
worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.  

As Paul was reviewing the many objects of worship he found an altar 'TO AN 
UNKNOWN GOD.’ Paul did not start off insulting his audience, but tried to engage 
them in their hearts. Paul will quickly move to describe God.    

II. The Greatness of God: He is Creator - Acts 17:24 The God who made the 
world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in 
temples made with hands; 

Paul knew the true God as the Creator and sustainer of the universe and everything 
in it and as Lord of all heaven and earth. As a disciple Paul knew Jesus as Lord 
personally. John Phillips said "The temple of Mars stood nearby as he spoke, and 
the Parthenon of Minerva faced him. On the rocky ledges to the south were 
countless idols. Everywhere he looked Paul saw the work of genius.  
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“However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands;” A God is 
independent of sacrifices, sanctuaries, and service alike. It is not the work of men’s 
hands God wants', it is the worship of men’s hearts. It is impossible either to corner 
God in a temple or to conceptualize Him with an idol." B 

Indirectly Paul demolished the so called wisdom and genius of the Greeks. Today 
the academics and elites have replaced worship of the true and only God with 
worship of naturalism and evolution. Dr. Lovtrup said “I believe that one day the 
Darwinian myth will be ranked the greatest deceit in the history of science. When this 
happens, many people will pose the question, ‘How did this ever happen?’ C  

Notice that Paul made a statement of fact and moved on without engaging in debate 
on this point. 

Notes: A- Paul quoted from Stephen at his trial Acts 7:48; B-  "Exploring Acts-
Volume Two" by John Phillips pp.122-123. C- from One2Won for Women p.17 
(Darwinism: Refutation of a Myth, p. 30, Dr. Soren Lovtrup, Professor of Zoo-
physiology at the University of Umea in Sweden.) 

III. The Goodness of God: He is Provider - Acts 17:25 nor is He served by human 
hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and 
breath and all things; 

God does not need anything from people because He is self-sufficient and infinite.  
Instead of needing something from people He "gives all people life and breath and 
all things."   

God's word further says "Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His faithful love 
endures forever." [Psalm 136:1 CSB] 

God is so good that He gave Jesus to die for the sin of every human being on earth. 
"He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him." [2 Corinthians 5:21]  

But to access this free gift a person must recognize the sin that separates each 
person from God. "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God," [Romans 
3:23] 

And recognize the penalty for sin and the free gift of eternal life: "For the wages of 
sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." [Romans 
6:23] 

"God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent," [Acts 
17:30b] Repent - 180O turn from sin and self to Jesus as Lord. 
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And accept that Jesus died, was buried and was raised from the dead: "Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures," [1 Corinthians 15:3-8] A 

 Notes: A- Jesus appeared 14 times after His resurrection to more than 500 people 
to prove the resurrection is a fact. For "8 Proofs the Resurrection is a settled Fact" 
click here. 

IV. The Government of God: He is Ruler - Acts 17:26-29..  26 and He made from 
one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they 
would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not 
far from each one of us; 

Paul states the truth of creation by God starting with Adam. From Adam came all 
humans living on the face of the earth. He also said God is sovereign over nations 
setting their boundaries and their time. I am reminded of the prophecy of Daniel of 
the great world kingdoms: Babylonian 605B.C.-539B.C.; Medo-Persia 539B.C.-
331B.C.; Grecian 321B.C.-150B.C.; Roman 150B.C.-5th Century. A They rose and 
fell like clockwork. In the last century we saw the rise and fall of Hitler and Stalin.  

We have witnessed the rise of the USA to be the world power and over the last 50 
years the beginning of decline spiritually, morally and wallowing in total government 
debt and unfunded liabilities of +$150 trillion or $1 million per taxpayer. In v.27 Paul 
said these nations were given the opportunity to seek God. They could have sought 
Him because He is not far from each of us. The bible has many references to the 
universe demonstrating the existence of God and since Jesus we have the Word 
revealed in human form.  

Notes: A- For "Biblical timeline from Babylon to End Time events" click here and go 
to #7.  

V. The Grace of God: He is Saviour - Acts 17:30-31..30 Therefore having 
overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people 
everywhere should repent,  

John Phillips said: "God had deliberately looked the other way, although their 
insulting images were the very essence of sin. In gracious forbearance the unknown 
God, so holy, awesome in His majesty, so purely spiritual in His being, had 
deliberately overlooked their spiritual wickedness. He made allowance for the 
depraving ravages of sin, which could cause men to exchange "the glory of the 
incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-
footed animals and crawling creatures."  [Romans 1:23].  
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But no longer. The time for such forbearance was past. God was now demanding 
repentance. There was no longer any excuse for idolatry; ignorance was now not 
only culpable but inexcusable, for the time had come when men must respond to the 
truth of the gospel. From henceforth, to refuse to repent constituted man a willful 
rebel." A 
 

31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness 
through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising 
Him from the dead.” 

"Greek theology, such as it was, had no concept of coming judgment. The apostle 
exploded that idea like a bombshell in the ears of his hearers. Men are accountable 
to their Creator for their action; the day of  judgment has already been set.  

John refers to this judgment as taking place at the great white throne, at the end of 
the Millennium when man’s final revolt against God results in the dissolution of the 
universe [2 Peter 3]. It will be the first event in eternity when time, as we know it, will 
be no more. Paul did not go into all that with the Athenians.  
                                                                                                                                 
God is righteous, and He always does what is right. Man is unrighteous. Man does 
not want to know the truth.  
                                                                                                                                           
The day is coming when God will expose men’s thoughts, words, and deeds, and 
people will stand exposed, not only for what they do but for what they are. In the last 
analysis we do what we do because we are what we are. We are not sinners 
because we sin; we sin because we are sinners. It will be a terrible day when 
unrighteous people stand before an all-righteous God.  
 
What proof did Paul have of such a judgment? He knew the One who would  
conduct it. He was the One whom God had raised from the dead. Here Paul touched 
the heart and soul of the Christian message—the resurrection of Christ. This was the 
triumphant truth he blazed across the world. This was the essence of the Christian 
message to the human heart. Jesus lives. He has conquered death. The grave has 
no more terrors. Christ’s resurrection is the guarantee of our resurrection.  
                                                                                                                                              
There is a resurrection unto life for the believer, but there is also a second 
resurrection, a dreadful resurrection, a resurrection to damnation for the unbeliever, 
and Christ’s resurrection guarantees that as well. All judgment has been committed 
by God to His Son, who being both God and man is equipped to act as mediator now 
and magistrate then. It is that aspect of Christ’s resurrection that Paul solemnly 
brought before the frivolous Athenians." B 

Notes: A- "Exploring Acts-Volume Two" by John Phillips p.125 & B- p.126    
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VI. Everyone has a freedom of choice - Acts 17:32-34..32 Now when they heard of 
the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, “We shall hear 
you again concerning this.” 33 So Paul went out of their midst. 34 But some men joined 
him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman 
named Damaris and others with them. 
 
Paul probably said something like this during his presentation: 9 if you confess with 
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” [Romans 10:9,13]   
Every time the gospel is proclaimed there is a reaction. In Athens some said no to 
the gospel and sneered at the message and Paul. Others said we will hear more 
later. But some believed.  

Actually the people of Athens did not react violently to the message and beat him. 
Paul was not discouraged but continued proclaiming the gospel of Jesus. That must 
be our response today. 

 The worse thing that normally happens in the USA is rejection of the witness and 
the message of Jesus. Don't give up, let up or quit. Instead finish strong 
in the power of Jesus.  
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