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#8- 1/21/2018 - Value All  - Acts 16                                         

I. God created humans in "Our image, according to our likeness" -  
January 21, 2018 is Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. This occurs on Sunday each 
year close to January 22 the day in 1973 the U.S. Supreme Court legalized abortion-
on-demand in all 50 states. Churches around the United States use the day to 
celebrate God's gift of life, commemorate the many lives lost to abortion, and commit 
themselves to protecting human life at every stage. For the impact of 60 million 
abortions click here. 
Genesis 1:26-28.. 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky 
and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over…every living 
thing that moves on the earth.” 

It is clear from these verses that humans were created by God in "Our image, 
according to Our likeness".  The "Our" is an Old Testament reference to the Trinity- 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Image and likeness includes the physical 
appearance that Jesus would have on earth at His incarnation, a mind that can think 
and make decisions, a spirit that can interact with the Spirit of God, and emotions 
that arise from our heart and soul. Humans were created with a purpose including 
the rule over God's creation and everything in it, fruitfulness and multiplication.  

The perfect state of man and universe was changed when Adam and Eve chose to 
exercise their freedom and reject the command of God; and again when there were 
only 8 righteous people in the ark. But in His time " God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only…Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal 
life." [John 3:16] and Jesus wants His believing disciples to live abiding, fruitful and 
joyful lives " 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you,…8 My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit…9  Just as the Father has loved Me, I have 
also loved you; abide in My love. 11 These things I have spoken to you so that My 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full." [John 15:7-11]  

God values human life and expects His children to value human life. Jesus 
loves me, wants me to abide in Him, be His image bearer to the world, be 
fruitful and be filled with joy.  

II. Why Pro-life? A Summary of 4 reasons: 

"#1: The Bible Affirms Life. Scripture is clear that all humans have value because 
they are imago dei, or made in the image of God [Genesis 1:26-28; James 3:9; 
Ephesians 4:24]. In other words, humans are valuable by virtue of who they are, not 
because of what they can do. Humans have value simply because they are human. 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2015/03/24/abortion-think-you-understand-it/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A7-11&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A26-28&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+3%3A9&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A24&version=NASB
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Because humans bear the image of God, the shedding of innocent blood is strictly 
forbidden [Exodus 23:7; Proverbs 6:16-19; Matthew 5:21]. 
 
#2: Science Affirms Life. The science of embryology is clear that from the earliest 
stages of development, the unborn are distinct, living, and whole human beings. 
True, they have yet to grow and mature, but they are whole human beings 
nonetheless.  
 
#3: Logic Affirms Life. If humans only have value because of some characteristic 
they possess in varying degrees, those with more of it have greater rights than those 
with less. Then human equality is a myth. But, pro-life Christians have a better 
explanation for human equality. Our value is grounded in our common human 
nature, not a degreed property like self-awareness that none of us share equally and 
may come and go in the course of our lifetimes. When did you get that human 
nature? You got it the moment you began to exist— conception. 
 
#4: Our Founding Documents Affirm Life. Some of our country’s most important 
documents – like The Declaration of Independence, Abraham Lincoln’s Second 
Inaugural Address, and Martin Luther King’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” – have 
their roots in the biblical concept of the imago dei. If God doesn’t exist, where do 
human rights come from? If they come only from the State, the same government 
that grants rights can take them away. If human rights are to be absolute, they must 
come from a source higher than the State. That’s what the authors of our founding 
documents believed: that every human being is “endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights.” The first of these rights is the right to life.  
 
Abortion Facts And Statistics:    
• About one in three women will have an abortion by age 45.  
• Nearly two-thirds of women having abortions say they are Christians.  
• Almost half (49 percent) of abortions are among women and teens 24 years old 
and younger.  
• More than 85 percent of “abortion-minded” women will change their minds about 
having an abortion if they are allowed to see an ultrasound picture of their babies.  
• About 13 percent of American women are African-American, yet they account 
for more than 35 percent of all abortions.  
• Less than one in seven Caucasian pregnancies end in abortion, but almost 
one in two African-American pregnancies end in abortion.  
• Hispanic women account for 21 percent of all abortions.  
• About 85 percent of women who had abortions in the U.S. were unmarried" A 
 
 
Notes: A- Here is a link to the source of the summary above and "21 Days of Prayer 
for life--calling Christians to unite, to pray, and to engage for the case of life"-- 
http://www.breakpoint.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/FINAL-2018_21-Days-PDF_v1_sm.pdf 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+23%3A7%3B+Proverbs+6%3A16-19%3B+Matthew+5%3A21&version=NASB
http://www.breakpoint.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/FINAL-2018_21-Days-PDF_v1_sm.pdf
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III. Freedom Gained - Ephesians 4:24 put on the new self, which in the likeness of 
God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.  

When a person is saved they are truly in the likeness of God and inhabited with the 
Holy Spirit. The person is free from the penalty of the wrath of God for their sin and 
free from the power of the dominion of sin.  

The USA is currently in period with a wave of men being accused of sexual sins and 
receiving enormous financial and social penalties. Most have been men with power 
over women in the work place. This is a high class case of sex trafficking--using 
power for sex or to share with others for financial rewards. Sex trafficking at all levels 
is a major problem in the USA, world and Jacksonville. This includes the media that 
degrade women in their movies, TV, advertisements and the pornography industry. 
Below is a similar story in Philippi about 49 AD.  

 

Acts 16:16-19..16 It happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a slave-
girl having a spirit of divination met us, who was bringing her masters much profit by 
fortune-telling. 17 Following after Paul and us, she kept crying out, saying, “These 
men are bond-servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of 
salvation.” 18 She continued doing this for many days. But Paul was greatly annoyed, 
and turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her!” And it came out at that very moment. 

The slave-girl was used by her owners to sell her powers of predicting the future. 
She was very profitable. She recognized that Paul was a servant of God who was 
proclaiming the way of salvation. This continued for many days. Paul became 
annoyed probably because he did not want the people of Philippi to interpret her 
announcement based on their religious beliefs. So Paul said to the spirit, “I 
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her! And it came out at 
that very moment".  

She gained her freedom from the evil spirit immediately.  

How does the situation that the slave girl faced compare to human trafficking? 
What can we do to deliver those who have been enslaved by human 
traffickers? 

IV. The Complaint by Men who devalued the life of a girl - Acts 16:19 But when 
her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the market place before the authorities, 
The masters reacted violently because of their profit loss. Abortion and pornography 
are very valuable to providers today. The dollar numbers below do not include the 
soft porn so prevalent on TV and movies, sex trafficking and abortion services. It is 
no wonder that the pro-abortion, sex-traffickers and pornography advocates are so 
protective of their business that devalues human life. 
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"General pornography stats 

• Every second $3,075.64 is being spent on pornography on the internet or $97 
billion per year. 

• 40 million American people regularly visit porn sites [seems low HL]  
• 35% of all internet downloads are related to pornography  
• 25% of all search engine queries are related to pornography, or about 68 

million search queries a day  
• One third of porn viewers are women  
• Search engines get 116,000 queries every day related to child pornography  
• 34% of internet users have experienced unwanted exposure to pornographic 

content through ads, pop up ads, misdirected links or emails  
• 2.5 billion emails sent or received every day contain porn  
• Every 39 minutes a new pornography video is being created in the United 

States  
Youth pornography stats 

• Teenagers with frequent exposure to sexual content on TV have a 
substantially greater likelihood of teenage pregnancy; and the likelihood of 
teen pregnancy was twice as high when the quantity of sexual content 
exposure within the viewing episodes was high. 

• A significant relationship also exists among teens between frequent 
pornography use and feelings of loneliness, including major depression. 

Family/Marital pornography stats 

• According to National Coalition for the Protection of Children & Families, 2010, 
47% of families in the United States reported that pornography is a problem in 
their home. 

• Pornography use increases the marital infidelity rate by more than 300%. 

• 40 percent of “sex addicts” lose their spouses, 58 percent suffer considerable 
financial losses, and about a third lose their jobs. 

• 68% of divorce cases involve one party meeting a new paramour over the 
internet while 56% involve one party having an “obsessive interest” in 
pornographic websites." A 

How might someone try to justify the response of the slave-girl owners? How 
do people use the same justification today for devaluing human life?  

 
A- Source: https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/internet-pornography-numbers-
significant-threat-society-frenette/ 
 
Another source of stats and an accountability site: 
http://www.covenanteyes.com/pornstats/ 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/internet-pornography-numbers-significant-threat-society-frenette/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/internet-pornography-numbers-significant-threat-society-frenette/
http://www.covenanteyes.com/pornstats/
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V. Valued by God - Psalm 139:13-16.. 13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of 
my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. 15 You watched me as I was 
being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.  
 
God not only knows our thoughts and intentions [vv. 1-6] and is present everywhere 
with us [vv. 7-12], He is also active in the womb knitting together our inward parts.  
 
The psalmist celebrated the wonder of humanity, emphasizing God’s complete 
involvement in the creation of every person. God’s intentional design and creation of 
every person gives every individual worth and value at the moment of conception.  
 
The psalmist was not the only person in Scripture to speak of God’s creative activity 
in the womb. Job, when discussing his plight with God, declared, “Your hands 
shaped me and formed me” [Job 10:8]. Job said, “You clothed me with skin and 
flesh, and wove me together with bones and tendons. You gave me life and faithful 
love, and your care has guarded my life” [Job 10:11-12]. Jeremiah, one of the great 
prophets, declared that God both "formed him in the womb and set him apart as a 
prophet to the nations" [Jeremiah 1:5]. God not only designs each person, He does 
so with kingdom purpose in mind. What potential kingdom impact has been 
discarded with the countless abortions of people whom God designed to advance 
His kingdom? 
14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is 
marvelous—how well I know it. 

The Palmist reacted to the marvelous workmanship with thanksgiving and praise to 
God. Today we know so much more about the marvelous design and complexity of 
our bodies, systems, DNA, eyes and brains. Our reaction must be praise and 
thanksgiving.  
16 You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. 
Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed. [NLT] 
V16 is a strong affirmation of the sanctity and dignity of the unborn child. God sets a 
great value on each of us, even in the embryonic stage. God has a purpose for each 
individual and has established good works for us to accomplish [Ephesians 2:8-10]. 
But, He also gave all humans a free will to either reject or accept Jesus as Savior 
and after salvation a free will to desire to do His will in our lives or to follow our own 
desires and pleasures. We all have to live with the consequences of our decisions. 

 
God’s intentional design of every person gives each individual worth and 
value at the moment of conception. Are you and I fulfilling the Kingdom 
purpose God planned for our lives? 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A1-6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A7-12&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+10%3A8&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+10%3A11-12&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+1%3A5&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A8-10&version=NASB
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VI. Summary/application for Sanctity of Human Life lesson: 
Each individual is created in the image and likeness of God with a purpose to rule 
over God's creation and everything in it. Because humans bear the image of God, 
the shedding of innocent blood is strictly forbidden in the Bible. Our value is 
grounded in our common human nature, and you got it the moment you began to 
exist—at conception. The authors of the USA founding documents believed that 
every human being is “endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights.” The 
first of these rights is the right to life. Yet, since 1973, 60 million babies have been 
murdered in the womb in the USA. 
 
Therefore every disciple should be pro-life and pray that the awful evil of abortion will 
be removed from our country. Please commit to pray for the "21 Days of Prayer for 
Life." http://www.breakpoint.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/FINAL-2018_21-Days-PDF_v1_sm.pdf   P.10-32 
 
God not only knows our thoughts and intentions [Psalm 139:1-6] and is present 
everywhere with us [Psalm 139:7-12], He is also active in the womb knitting together 
our inward parts. God’s intentional design and creation of every person gives every 
individual worth and value at the moment of conception. God not only designs each 
person, He does so with a kingdom purpose in mind. Our reaction to the marvelous 
design of our bodies must be praise, thanksgiving and worship. God has a perfect 
plan for our lives and He also has a permissive will for our lives. This gives each 
individual a free will to choose to accept, love and follow Him, but we must live with 
the consequences of our decisions. [Click here for consequences of King David's 
sin.] 
 
God does not desire forced love. God made us in His image and He did everything 
possible to show how much He loved us. In the death of Jesus He showed us 
ultimate love. We make our voluntary choice to follow Him based upon that fact 
alone [Psalm 139:13-16]. 
 
The responsibility and privilege of honoring human life isn’t just a matter of opposing 
abortion, pornography, sex trafficking, etc. It’s seen in the ways that we, the church, 
care for the vulnerable, broken, forgotten and lonely people in our community as 
described in [James 1:27] But how do we organize our churches to catch this vision? 
This link describes How You Can Build an "Adoption Culture" in Your Church?  I just 
saw today that the UK has appointed a loneliness minister with a staff to regularly 
call all the lonely people. That is the church's responsibility not the governments. 
 
I am thankful that FBC has a culture for helping vulnerable, broken, forgotten 
and lonely people in our community.  Have you thought about how you can be 
involved? Did you call someone in the class you do not normally talk to last 
week? 
 
Scripture memory Psalm 139:14 Thank You for making me so wonderfully 
complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. 

http://www.breakpoint.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/FINAL-2018_21-Days-PDF_v1_sm.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A1-6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A7-12&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2014/10/14/king-david-forgiven-but-there-were-consequences-to-his-sin-68/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139%3A13-16&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A27&version=NASB
https://www.russellmoore.com/2016/04/22/signposts-how-should-you-build-an-adoption-culture-in-your-church/

