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#9- 1/28/2018 - Incomplete Picture - Acts 18-19 

God uses believers to help others better understand the gospel.  

I. In 51 AD Paul departed Athens and went to Corinth on his 2nd missionary 
journey.   Acts 18:9-11..9 Then the Lord said to Paul in a night vision, “Don’t be 
afraid, but keep on speaking and don’t be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one will 
lay a hand on you to hurt you, because I have many people in this city.” 11 And he 
stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 

 

It was only a 50 mile journey southeast from Athens to Corinth. When he arrived he 
worked as a tentmaker with Aquila and Priscilla. On the Sabbath he testified to the 
Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. When they opposed and blasphemed Paul turned 
to the Gentiles. [Acts 18:1-6] 

Paul went into the house of Titus who worshipped God. The house was next to the 
synagogue. Crispus the chief ruler of the synagogue believed on Jesus and many of 
the Corinthians believed. [Acts18:7-8]   
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Paul must have been fearful for his safety, because Jesus came to him in a vision 
and said to him the words in vv.9-11 above. Jesus said 5 things: 1] Do not be afraid, 
2] keep on proclaiming the gospel, 3] do not be silent about the gospel, 4] no one will 
harm you and 5] I have many people in the city.  That must have been very 
comforting to Paul given his history of persecution. He was filled with joy that he was 
not alone and could preach with vigor. Paul stayed there 18 months teaching the 
word.  

Finally the Jews rose up against Paul and brought him before Gallio, but Gallio 
released Paul. Paul left and went to Ephesus. He continued on his trip to Jerusalem, 
stopping at Antioch. [Acts 18:12-22] 

Disciples in Jacksonville, Florida can apply all these statements but #4 to our 
ministry. Even when persecution comes Jesus will be with us. 

II. Apollos received instruction from Priscilla and Aquila about the gospel Acts 
18:23-26..        

Paul left Antioch and continued through Galatia and Phrygia strengthening and 
encouraging the disciples. Paul was constantly practicing the 3rd part of the great 
commission "teaching them to observe all that I commanded you" [Acts 18:23, 
Matthew 28:18-20] 

Apollos a Jew from Alexandria, Egypt an eloquent man competent in the scriptures 
arrived in Ephesus about 51 AD. We are told 4 things about Apollos; 1] he had been 
instructed about Jesus, 2] he was fervent in spirit, 3] he was teaching accurately 
about Jesus, 4] but he only knew John's baptism. Somehow he had believed in 
Jesus and then departed from the area about 29 AD before Jesus was crucified, 
buried, resurrected, ascended into heaven and the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost in 
30 AD. [Acts 18:24-26] 

Apollos " 26 began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and 
Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more 
accurately."  

When Priscilla and Aquila found that Apollos's knowledge of the gospel was 
incomplete they privately explained the gospel to him more fully. They filled in the 
part that Apollos was missing.  

They did the same thing Paul did by practicing teaching the gospel. They used the 
most effective method of teaching--a small group--in this situation 3 people. We must 
not ignore any of the three discipling steps.  
 
*Discipling is a three step process in Matthew 28:18-20: recognizing the 
authority of Jesus 1] make disciples–leading people to be new believers in 
Jesus D, 2] then encouraging them to be baptized E and 3] teaching them the 
commands of Jesus F. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+18%3A12-22&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+18%3A23%2C+Matthew+28%3A18-20&version=NASBhttps://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+18%3A23%2C+Matthew+28%3A18-20&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+18%3A23%2C+Matthew+28%3A18-20&version=NASBhttps://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+18%3A23%2C+Matthew+28%3A18-20&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+18%3A24-26&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A18-20&version=NASB
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Notes: D- For witnessing help see #1  here; E- For Jesus setting the example 
click here; F- For training help see #2  here. 
 
III. Apollos became a powerful defender of the gospel Acts 18:27-28..        

 27 And when he [Apollos] wanted to go across to Achaia [Corinth], the brethren 
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had 
arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace, 28 for he powerfully 
refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the 
Christ. 

Apollos already had a knowledge of the Old Testament, but was further  trained in 
Ephesus by Priscilla and Aquila in 51 AD as described in 2 Timothy 2:2 "The things 
which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also." He wanted to go to the church in 
Corinth so he could minister there so the disciples encouraged him and provided 
letters of introduction for him. 

In Corinth he was big help to those who had believed by grace. His knowledge of the 
scriptures allowed him to demonstrate from the Old Testament that Jesus was the 
promised Messiah. Apollos effectiveness was recognized was by Paul mention of 
him frequently [1 Corinthians 1:12; 3:4,5,22; 4:6; 16:12; Titus 3:13] The multiplication 
of disciple making is demonstrated by Barnabas discipling Paul, who discipled 
Priscilla and Acquila, who discipled Apollos. For disciples of Barnabas click here. 

All of disciples have been discipled to some degree, but I would encourage everyone 
to further their training so they can be effective as Apollos. If no one dropped the 
baton of discipling the city of Jacksonville, Florida and the USA could be turned 
around in 16 years. See multiplication table by clicking here. 

Will you drop the baton or pass the baton of the gospel of Jesus? 
 
IV. Craftsmanship!  "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them."  [Ephesians 
2:10] 

"The winter of 1494 was memorable for its bitter cold. The city of Florence, Italy, was 
blanketed in snow, and Michelangelo Buonarroti’s heart was as heavy as the gray 
clouds that dipped low and blocked out the sun. 

The Grand Duke of Florence, Lorenzo de’ Medici, had been the young artist’s 
benefactor. It was this great supporter of the arts who had given Michelangelo the 
numerous slabs of marble he needed to refine his incredible talents. [But before 
Michelangelo was able to create his masterpieces, the old duke died, and his son, 
Piero, had no use for a sculptor on the payroll. So the great artist’s talents were put 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2016/02/25/go-making-disciples-tools-for-evangelism-teaching-197/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A13-17&version=CSB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2016/02/25/go-making-disciples-tools-for-evangelism-teaching-197/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A12%3B+3%3A4%2C5%2C22%3B+4%3A6%3B+16%3A12%3B+Titus+3%3A13&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/barnabas-disciple-maker.pdf
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/men-at-the-cross-multiplication-chart.pdf
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on the shelf, and Michelangelo sat and waited.] That is, until a few days before a 
great party at the new duke’s palace. 

In what looked like an incredible answer to his prayers, Michelangelo was 
summoned before Piero. He’d never been to the palace, even when the grand duke 
had been alive, and he hurried down the streets, past the guards, and in to see Duke 
Piero. 

While he was afraid to believe it, the rumor circulated by the servant who came to 
fetch Michelangelo was that he was being commissioned to carve a great statue! At 
last! 

When Michelangelo arrived at the palace, he was ushered into a large room where 
not only Duke Piero de’ Medici but also a crowd of the duke’s friends awaited his 
arrival. He was indeed told that his services as a sculptor were needed by his new 
patron. All he had to do was to go down to the garden, and he’d find all the white 
marble he needed to make a masterpiece for the duke’s party. 

Can you guess by now what the duke was actually asking Michelangelo to do? All 
the white marble in the garden was… snow. Perhaps the greatest sculptor of all time 
had been brought to the palace to create a snow sculpture for a royal dinner party! 

Just imagine for a moment what was going through Michelangelo’s mind as he 
walked from the room and down to the garden. If it had been me, I’d have been 
furious. What an embarrassment! What a colossal waste of time –to put all that effort 
into something that would melt as soon as the sun broke through the clouds! 

`Michelangelo could have stormed out or at least left the duke’s presence with an 
angry, unwilling heart. Instead, he simply went to work. Hour after hour he gathered 
snow and packed it tightly into a great mound. Then, at last, he began to carve. 

Working from the top down a head appeared, and then shoulders, limbs, torso, and 
legs. A figure was emerging from the white snow that would be viewed as a joke by 
Duke Piero and his guests, and then melt away in no time. 

Yet still, Michelangelo worked. That’s because he had decided in his heart that even 
if all he could do was make Florence a more beautiful place for a few hours –he 
would put all his heart into carving that block of snow. And then it came time for 
Piero’s party. 

The guests arrived. The snow carving finally was unveiled… and instead of laughter 
came breathless silence. The duke and his guests were staring in awe and 
amazement at the figure in the snow that seemed able to breathe and walk and even 
sling a rock at a giant. 

The Duke was silenced by the tireless efforts of the young artist who had created a 
masterpiece of the Biblical David made of snow. 

Then, amazingly, that statue turned to marble. Not that hour, of course, for it wasn’t 
magic. But in the years that followed, Michelangelo’s David was replicated in marble 
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–given to him by none other than Duke Piero himself. This priceless work has 
drawn millions of people to Florence since it was unveiled –all because Michelangelo 
was willing to carve something of beauty out of snow…." 

The above story is paraphrased from John Trent’s “The Light of Home”. as recorded 
in "One2Won Discipleship Training" by Joe White p.59-60 Source for men and 
women click here. 
 
V. "Counseling Victims of sexual violence" my notes of 1/26/2018 sermon at 
FBCJAXPC By Dr Heath Lambert 

 
1. Intended Victims 1 Peter 2:11-12..11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to 
abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. 12 Keep your behavior 
excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as 
evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God 
in the day of visitation. 

2. Unintended Victims 1 Peter 2:19-23.. 19 For this finds favor, if for the sake of 
conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly. 
20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with 
patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, 
this finds favor with God.                    Christ Is Our Example 
21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR 
WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in 
return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who 
judges righteously;  
 
3. Eventual Victims 1 Peter 1:17-21.. 17 If you address as Father the One who 
impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during 
the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with 
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your 
forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the 
blood of Christ. 20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has 
appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who through Him are believers in 
God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope 
are in God. 
 
4. Ignored Victims 1 Peter 3:8-12.. 8-12 Summing up: Be agreeable, be sympathetic, 
be loving, be compassionate, be humble. That goes for all of you, no exceptions. No 
retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm. Instead, bless—that’s your job, to bless. 
You’ll be a blessing and also get a blessing. "Whoever wants to embrace life and 
see the day fill up with good, Here’s what you do:  Say nothing evil or hurtful; Snub 
evil and cultivate good;  run after peace for all you’re worth. God looks on all this with 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2015/06/08/one2won-discipleship-training-for-men-women-146/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A11-12&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A19-23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A17-21&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3%3A8-12&version=NASB
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approval, listening and responding well to what he’s asked; 
But he turns his back on those who do evil things." 

 
5. Subtle Victims 1 Peter 5:6-7.. 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty 
hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety on 
Him, because He cares for you. 
 
6. Eternal Victims 1 Peter 4:3-5.. 3 For the time already past is sufficient for you to 
have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, 
lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries. 4 In all this, 
they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of 
dissipation, and they malign you; 5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 
VI. I desire nothing on earth but God.  
 
Psalm 73:23-25..23 Yet I am always with You; You hold my right hand. 24 You 
guide me with Your counsel, and afterward You will take me up in glory. 25 Who do 
I have in heaven but You? And I desire nothing on earth but You.   
 You and Your is God and together appear 7 times in this scripture. This scripture 
has captured my mediation time since it was my memory verse for the week of 
11/20-26/2017. Let’s look at each phrase. 
 
23 “Yet I am always with You;” God is Omnipresent or everywhere at the same 
time all the time. In addition since Pentecost A every believer in Jesus’ body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. B  Jesus and the glory of God is with me.C So every where I 
am the Triune God is with me always. 
“You hold my right hand.” Dr. Phillips said “The psalmist sees a future in which he 
holds hands with God. He will never be trapped by a greedy grasping after God’s 
wealth.” This is in contrast to the arrogant and ungodly in vv.1-12.  
 
24 “You guide me with Your counsel,”  The Omnisapient-all wise 
and Omnipotent-all powerful God guides me with His counsel when I will let Him. O 
God may I continually seek your guidance in my daily life? 
“and afterward You will take me up in glory.” When the days of my life on earth 
end God will take me up to heaven and I will meet Jesus face to face. “ He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain will be 
no more, because the previous things have passed away.” D 
 
25 “Who do I have in heaven but You?”As disciples Jesus gave us the glory of 
God immediately at salvation for a purpose; ” I have given them the glory you have 
given me, … that the world may know You have sent Me and have loved them as 
You have loved Me.” C 
 “And I desire nothing on earth but You.” When we look on the glory of God daily, 
a disciple’s desire on earth turns from desiring things of this world to desiring God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+5%3A6-7&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A3-5&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/?p=8382
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+73%3A1-12&version=CSB
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His divine power gives us the ability to live holy lives E and be His ambassador on 
earth every day F. 
 
O God help me to desire nothing on earth but You every day I have remaining 
on this earth. 
Notes: A- Acts 1:8, 2:1-28; B- 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19-20, Romans 8:9-10; C- John 
17:22-23; D- Revelation 21:3-4; E- 2 Peter 1:3; F- 2 Corinthians 5:20-21, Acts 1:8 
 

1/28/2018 - Scripture Memory - Ephesians 3:10 "For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 
would walk in them."   
                              

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A8%2C+2%3A1-28&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-28%2C+1+Corinthians+3%3A16%2C+1+Corinthians+6%3A19-20%2C+Romans+8%3A9-10&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A22-23&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A22-23&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A3&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+5%3A20-21%2C+Acts+1%3A8&version=NASB

