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#6- 1/7/2018 - Changed Families - Acts 16-17                                                                     
God uses our influence to lead others to Him. 

I. Opportunity Part 1- Acts 16:18  She continued doing this for many days. But Paul 
was greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name 
of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came out at that very moment. 

Paul and his missionary team including Silas, Timothy, and Luke were led by the 
Holy Spirit to the city of Philippi [Acts 16:9-15] and as was their custom they went to 
the Jews place of prayer and began speaking to the women assembled there. Lydia 
a worshipper of God was there and listened to the gospel message. Her heart was 
receptive to the word of God and she believed in Jesus and was baptized. Those in 
her household also believed and were baptized. 

Her newly redeemed heart was opened to offer hospitality for the team to stay in her 
house. As they continued to proclaim the gospel of Jesus a slave-girl with a spirit of 
fortune telling kept saying "These men are bond-servants of the Most High God, who 
are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” [Acts 16:16-17] As noted in the opening 
scripture v.18 Paul became annoyed and in the name of Jesus asked the spirit to 
come out of her and the spirit obeyed. 

When her masters realized the loss of their income from the slave they seized Paul 
and Silas and claimed to the city officials that these men were causing confusion in 
the city, are Jews and they proclaim a treasonous gospel in a Roman city. [Acts 
16:19-21] 

The gospel always requires a response; Lydia and her household responded with 
faith and were saved. The evil spirit recognized and called attention to Paul and 
Silas as witnesses for Jesus and her masters violently rejected the gospel. This was 
a recurring process for Paul to go into a city and proclaim the gospel of Jesus and be 
accepted at first, but then be rejected by a mob and have to leave the city. A 

Paul and Silas set the example for disciples today as they were faithful to 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus and trust Jesus for the response and their safety.  

Notes: A- Acts 17:1-15 

II. Opportunity Part 2 - Acts 16:24 and he, having received such a command, threw 
them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.  

The authorities reacted violently to the three charges against Paul and Silas and 
beat them with rods. [Acts 16:19-22] This was one of times Paul referred to when he 
said he had been beaten with rods three times in  2 Corinthians 11:25. There is a 
price to pay for serving Jesus then and today, but it get's worse for Paul and Silas.  

They were thrown into prison to be guarded securely. The jailor took them to the 
inner prison and fastened there feet in stocks. This was accomplished by spreading 
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the feet apart to inflict pain. The prison was probably a dungeon without any 
sanitation facilities and the inner prison was at the end of the dungeon. 

We would be right to ask how could Jesus use being in prison to His glory? Would 
Jesus allow them to be killed like James the brother of John [Acts 12:1-2] or perform 
a miracle and release them like Peter was released [Acts 12:3-11]? Were the new 
believers praying for them? [Acts 12:12-19] Paul and Silas were human and could 
have been asking similar questions, but I believe they were not.  

 I believe they were trusting Jesus for their life and realized that He would receive 
the glory. I believe they were thinking the thoughts Paul recorded later in the letter to 
the disciples in Phillipi: " 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let 
your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus" [Philippians 4:4-7] Paul added 
that he had learned to be content in what ever circumstance he was in because "I 
can do all things through Him who strengthens me." [Philippians 4:12-13] 

O God help me to access everything "His divine power has given us 
everything required for life and godliness through the knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory and goodness." [2 Peter 1:3 CSB] 

III. The opportunity to glorify Jesus - Acts 16:25  But about midnight Paul and 
Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them; 

In the midst of very tough circumstances including physical pain from a beating with 
rods Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God. The other 
prisoners were listening to them. The disciples were not behaving as expected and 
they were a witness for the power of Jesus. This was characteristic of the early 
church.  

Rodney Stark in “The Rise of Christianity” gives 5 compelling reasons for Christianity 
increasing to 56.5% of world population by 350 AD in a hostile and non-receptive 
environment. Including: "The pagans were afraid and deserted their sick and 
discarded them to die unburied during plagues. The Christians fearless of death 
cared for their sick and buried their dead and the pagans dead. This care resulted in 
wide differences in deaths in favor of Christians." I wonder do disciples today live 
self-centered or Jesus-centered? 

Vv.26-29 records a great earthquake and miraculously the prison doors were 
opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. The jailer woke up and saw the 
prison doors open and drew his sword and was about to kill himself. He knew that if 
his prisoners escaped he would pay with his life. But a second miracle occurred 
because the prisoner's did not escape and Paul said with a loud voice "we are all 
here!" don't harm yourself. 
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The jailer responded in v.30 “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  All disciples must 
be ready to answer this question as Peter said "sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts a, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;"   a–set apart 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Master in your life! [1 Peter 3:15]   

Be prepared to proclaim the gospel of Jesus when the opportunity is 
presented no matter the circumstances. 

IV. The Jailer Converted - Acts 16:31-32.. 31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the 
Lord to him together with all who were in his house.  
The jailer ask in v.30 “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”   Immediately Paul and 
Silas responded with the gospel of Jesus to the jailer and his household. Later Paul 
described the gospel " 3C Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and 
that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures," A The resurrection of Jesus was witnessed by Peter, the 10 other 
Apostles and 500 witnesses before His ascension to the right hand of God after 40  
days. His resurrection is a settled fact. Click here for nine proofs of the 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 
An interesting fact in history is that the resurrection of Jesus occurred on the 
anniversary of Noah's Ark landing on Mount Ararat after the flood receded. B  This is 
just one of 100's of New Testament events that picture or fulfill Old Testament 
scripture.  
 
Yet knowing all these events are not necessary to be saved. Paul must have said 
something like; " 9 if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 13 For “everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”” C 

 
The jailer and the members of his household responded to the gospel and were 
saved. At least four evidences of salvation are recorded in vv.33-34; [1] the jailor 
took Paul and Silas and washed their wounds as evidence of a changed heart, [2] 
the new disciples were baptized, [3] he fed Paul and Silas and [4] rejoiced greatly.   
The gospel of Jesus changed families and households then and changes people 
today. The government has proven it cannot change people no matter how much 
money, laws and resources are applied. However, if disciples go and make new 
disciples, baptize them and teach them a multiplication will occur. When there are 
enough true disciples to reach critical mass then the culture can be changed and the 
government will be changed. 
Psalm 73:23-25..23 Yet I am always with You; You hold my right hand. 24 You 
guide me with Your counsel, and afterward You will take me up in glory. 25 Who do I 
have in heaven but You? And I desire nothing on earth but You.  [You and Your is 
God, together appears 7 times in this scripture] 
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Resolved in the New Year and beyond to be obedient to the great commission. 

Notes: A- 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 5-8; B- click for Source; C- Romans 10:9,13; 

V. Paul invoked his rights as a Roman citizen - Acts 16:35 Now when day came, 
the chief magistrates sent their policemen, saying, “Release those men.” 

The Roman officials must not have been all that concerned about the actions of Paul 
and Silas. When day came they sent word to the jailor to release them "Therefore 
come out now and go in peace.” However Paul and Silas were Roman citizens and 
they invoked their privilege for a trial in vv.36-39. They said they had been beaten in 
public without a trial and thrown into prison and now you want to send us away 
secretly. The officials were afraid because of what they had done and came to Paul 
and Silas and begged them to leave the city.  
V.40 records that Paul and Silas left the prison and went to the house of Lydia and 
encouraged the disciples and departed Philippi. Paul never missed an opportunity to 
provide encouragement to the disciples. Dr. Henry Morris said in his introduction to 
Philippians: "It soon became the church that gave the Apostle Paul more personal 
satisfaction than any of the others, and his epistle reflects his deep love for them. 
Note, for example, [Philippians 1:3-8; 4:1,15-19], as well as his testimony concerning 
them in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. 

The letter to the Philippians does not reveal any serious problems in the church, in 
contrast to the problems that had developed in Corinth and Galatia, although there 
was a certain amount of disharmony that Paul sought to correct before it could 
develop into something serious [e.g., Philippians 2:2-3; 4:1-3]." A 

The example of Paul suggests disciples today should use all righteous means 
afforded by our courts and governments to secure our rights under the US 
constitution. 

Notes: A- Type any verse, chapter, book, “Introduction to book name” or phase in 
this link here 

VI. Summary/Application Acts 16-17: 

1. Paul and Silas set the example for disciples today as they were faithful to proclaim 
the gospel of Jesus and trust Jesus for the response and their safety.  

2. O God help me to access everything "His divine power has given us everything 
required for life and godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his 
own glory and goodness." [2 Peter 1:3 CSB] 

3. Be prepared to proclaim the gospel of Jesus when the opportunity is presented no 
matter the circumstances. 

4. Resolved in the New Year and beyond to be obedient to the great commission. 
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5. The example of Paul suggests disciples today should use all righteous means 
afforded by our courts and governments to secure our rights under the US 
constitution. 

6. Scripture Memory Acts 16:25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them;  
 

 

 


