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Only God is worthy of worship and praise. 
 
I. Introduction to worship, praise and persecution: Acts 14:13  13 The priest of 
Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the 
gates, and wanted to offer sacrifice [to Paul and Barnabas as god's] with the crowds. 
 
Paul and Barnabas come to Lystra as ministers of the gospel proclaiming 
forgiveness of sin for those who believe in Jesus. Then they healed  a crippled man 
who had never walked. Instead of worshipping and glorifying Jesus for the healing 
the crowd began to worship them as false god's and even planned to sacrifice to 
them.  
 
The result was Paul and Barnabas stopped the crowd but ultimately they were 
rejected and Paul was beaten until he was assumed to be dead.  
 
When it comes to worship, the focus is often more on style than on substance. The 
purpose of all worship is not to please the crowd, but to worship God and please 
Him. Sometimes we are guilty of making self the focus of worship, thinking that the 
music and other parts of the service must please us. Instead, we should always be 
asking if our worship is pleasing to God. Only God is worthy of our worship and 
praise.  
 
This raises two questions for Acts 14: [1] Am I worshipping self and other false god's 
instead of the true God. [2] Where do I turn when I am rejected when proclaiming 
Jesus for salvation?  
 
Why do I attend church worship services--who do I worship all week and 
where do I turn when rejected by someone I am witnessing to? 
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II. Healing - Acts 14:8-10.. 8 At Lystra a man was sitting who had no strength in his 
feet, lame from his mother’s womb, who had never walked. 9 This man was listening 
to Paul as he spoke, who, when he had fixed his gaze on him and had seen that he 
had faith to be made well, 10 said with a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And 
he leaped up and began to walk. 
 
Paul was preaching the gospel in Iconium but they had to flee persecution vv.1-7. In 
Lystra, Paul continued to preach the gospel of grace-- " that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures" A -- and he saw a man sitting, who had no 
strength in his feet, lame from birth and who had never walked.  
 
With a loud voice so all could hear Paul said stand up and the man leaped up and 
began to walk. God worked through Paul to heal this man. During the time of Jesus 
and into the early days of the church, God authenticated the resurrection and power 
of Jesus through supernatural miracles. During this time the church was young and 
did not have the New Testament.  
 
Today we have the entire Bible and 2000 years of history of the supernatural work of 
Jesus. God is working supernaturally today as He saves those who with faith from 
God's word call on Him to be saved--Jesus paid for God's wrath for his sin and 
removes the sin eternally-- and immediately gives the new disciple the Holy Spirit. 
This same supernatural power is available to disciples to live with power over the 
dominion of sin on a daily basis. The changed lives of disciples and the Bible B 
demonstrate the power of God to lost people and create a thirst to know Jesus 
personally. 
 
What about faith to be healed today. Through God's revelations to doctors, nurses, 
scientists, chemists, engineers, etc. in the USA, we have tremendous availability to 
cure and comfort most diseases and physical problems. Each time a cure occurs it is 
a miracle. However, I do not believe that sovereign God chooses to cure and comfort 
every person today who medical science cannot cure. We do a tremendous 
disservice by saying their faith is not strong enough when they are not cured. Paul 
inspired by the Holy Spirit described having a thorn in the flesh which he asked God 
to remove three times. God said no and Paul was content to live with it "so that the 
power of Christ may dwell in me." C 
 
Am I content to be thankful for uncomfortable and uncontrollable facts in my 
life that God has not changed?  
 
Notes: A- 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; B- Romans 10:17; C- 2 Corinthians 12:7-11 & for 2 
Kings 19:19,35; "Hezekiah's desperate prayer of faith" click here & Habakkuk 3:16-
19; "How Habakkuk waited quietly for the day of distress with a prayer of faith" click 
here 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+14%3A1-7&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A17&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+12%3A7-11&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+19%3A19%2C35&version=NKJV
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2015/05/11/hezekiah-fails-at-solving-problem-and-then-in-desperation-turns-to-god-with-prayer-of-faith-142/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Habakkuk+3%3A16-19&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Habakkuk+3%3A16-19&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2015/05/02/habakkuks-tremendous-prayer-of-faith-140/
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III. Reaction - Acts 14:11-13.. 11 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they 
raised their voice… “The gods have become like men and have come down to us.” 
13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and 
garlands to the gates, and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. 
 
The crowd witnessing the healing in vv.8-10 immediately gave credit to false god's 
instead of Jesus v.7 A. A priest of Zeus started making plans to offer sacrifices to 
Paul and Barnabas.   
 
How many times do we credit self, others or natural forces for supernatural miracles 
of God? For example the Bible clearly states in the Old and New Testaments that 
God created the universe and everything in it and then sustains it. B Yet, most of the 
media, academic, so-called elites and even many in the church say that the universe 
evolved by naturalistic forces.  
 
 We take credit for hard work, perseverance or skills for God's provisions in our lives. 
We grumble and complain to God for circumstances that are not to our liking instead 
of being thankful to God in all things? How much time do we spend giving thanks to 
God instead of complaining? C The ACTS format calls for 25% of prayers to be for 
thanksgiving. 
 
Paul inspired by the Holy Spirit refers to idolatry as "worshipping or serving the 
creature rather than the creator" D. "Human beings are worshipers; they will always 
worship something. Apart from God’s grace, they will choose something in creation 
over the creator. The typical patterns of false worship include: 
 • The physical is more important than the spiritual.  
 • The temporary is more valuable than the eternal.  
 • Relationship with a person is more satisfying than relationship with God.  
 • My desires overrule what God says I need.  
This shines a spotlight on the heart to help you understand why you do the things 
you do." E  

 
 "Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life." 
My heart will change when I live empowered by the Holy Spirit and "desire 
nothing on earth but Jesus" F 
 
Do I ever incorrectly attribute God’s work to self, other people or 
circumstances? Am I always thankful in all things? 
 
Notes: A- I Corinthians 15:3-4; B- Genesis 1,2; Colossians 1:16-17; & many other 
scriptures; C- 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; Philippians 4:4-7;  D- Romans 1:25; E-  
Quote from "How People Change" for order information click here; F- Proverbs 4:23; 
Psalm 73:25 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A8-10&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A7&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+I+Corinthians+15%3A3-4%2C+Romans+10%3A17%3B+Ephesians+2%3A8-9&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A16-17%3B+Genesis+1%2C2&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A16-18%3B+Philippians+4%3A4-7&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1:25
https://www.amazon.com/How-People-Change-Timothy-Lane/dp/1934885533/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1512671323&sr=8-1&keywords=how+people+change+paul+tripp
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+4%3A23%3B+Psalm+73%3A25&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+4%3A23%3B+Psalm+73%3A25&version=NASB


                                                                                                                          Page 4 
IV. Redirected - Acts 14:14-18.. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard 
of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd,  

When Barnabas and Paul heard that the crowd wanted to offer a sacrifice to them as 
god's vv.12-13 they tore their robes in horror and rushed into the crowd to stop the 
sacrifice. 

crying out 15 and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of 
the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you that you should turn from 
these vain things to a living God, WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA 
AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM.  

They ask why do you want to offer a sacrifice to us, we are men just like you. We 
teach the gospel to you to encourage you to turn from the worship of false god's to 
the living God. The eternal God created the universe and all that is in it. 
16 In the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways; 
17 and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave 
you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and 
gladness.”  

In the past God allowed the Gentile nations to go their own way. He had meant for 
the Israelites to be a kingdom of priests to them but they failed in that assignment, 
now He turned to the Gentiles with the active gospel of salvation through Jesus. A 

Yet, God left a witness for 1500 years by doing good, providing rain, fruitful seasons, 
satisfaction and gladness. About 40 generations. 
18 Even saying these things, with difficulty they restrained the crowds from offering 
sacrifice to them. 
The citizens of Lystra had been so impressed with the supernatural healing of the 
crippled man they were determined to offer sacrifices to Paul and Barnabas. It was 
with great difficulty that they stopped the crowd.  
 
 
What are the potential dangers of disciples today accepting praise from 
people; praise that should go to God?  
 
Notes: A- Exodus 19:5-6a, Matthew 21:43, 28:18-20; 
 
V. Rejected - Acts 14:19-20..19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and 
having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, 
supposing him to be dead. 20 But while the disciples stood around him, he got up and 
entered the city. The next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.  
 
Paul was left for dead--the disciples stood around him undoubtedly praying-- and he 
got up and went back to proclaiming the gospel. This was some type of miraculous 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+14%3A12-13&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+19%3A5-6a%2C+Matthew+21%3A43%2C+28%3A18-20&version=CSB
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as received from the word of God and confirmed by the Holy Spirit. We can pray this 
prayer confidently. A And [2] when we do not know the will of God; while praying 
fervently with perseverance, we must include "Your will be done" in these prayers. 
There are three kinds of answers from God, [1] yes, [2] no, and [3] later. All answers 
are supernatural miracles from and the all-hearing, all-present, all-powerful and all-
wise God who knows what is best for each disciple in the light of eternity.  
 
The pattern of successful preaching followed by great division in the community was 
repeated throughout Paul's ministry. [Acts 13:48-50]; Paul moved to the next place 
and kept preaching. [Acts 14:6-7,14:19-22]                                                                                                                                                 
 
Paul later described the many physical attacks he received for proclaiming the 
gospel yet he kept proclaiming Jesus until Nero took his life.  "24 Five times I received 
from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I 
was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the 
deep." B  Paul never quit proclaiming Jesus! 
 
What can I learn from Paul’s response that might help me deal with efforts to 
discredit or quiet the gospel message today? 
 
 
Notes: A- 1 John 5:13-15;  2 Corinthians 11:24-25 
 
VI. Summary/Application Acts 14: 
 
1. Why do I attend church worship services--who do I worship all week and where do 
I turn when rejected by someone I am witnessing to? 
2. Am I content to be thankful for uncomfortable and uncontrollable facts in my life 
that God has not changed?  
3. "Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life." 
My heart will change when I live empowered by the Holy Spirit and "desire nothing 
on earth but Jesus" F 
4. Do I ever incorrectly attribute God’s work to self, other people or circumstances? 
Am I always thankful in all things? 
5. What are the potential dangers of disciples today accepting praise from people; 
praise that should go to God?  
6. What can I learn from Paul’s response that might help me deal with efforts to 
discredit or quiet the gospel message today? 
7. Memory verse: Acts 14:19-20a..19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and 
having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, 
supposing him to be dead. 20a But while the disciples stood around him, he got up 
and entered the city.  
 
Notes: F- Proverbs 4:23; Psalm 73:25 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A48-50&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A6-7%2C14%3A19-22&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A13-15&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A24-25&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+4%3A23%3B+Psalm+73%3A25&version=NASB



